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Nazira Heder 


Mrs. Nazira Heder lives in a pleasant cottage on Wisconsin 
Street, San Francisco. Her family of husband, five children and numer- 
ous in-laws live there in splendid harmony. It is really an exemplary 
family life and in these days it shines by contrast to what one sees 90 
lergely about us. There is consiate ce ose between all the member of 
‘tnois family group and a beautiful spirit of hospitality pervades tne 
atmosphere which is very noticeable to you as you enter their home. 

Mrs. Heder and her sister-in-law told me very proudly, 
“We, Syrians stick together. None of our people are on relief. Not 
only are we thrifty and we all have a little money, at least, but if 
by some rare chance any of us should be in need the other Syrians would 
at once look after them. They take the stand that any one of their 
blood in need is a disgrace to all the others." Truly they are their 
brothers! keepers in the real sense and spirit of the word. | They told 
me that one never sees an intoxicated Syrian. They donot object to & 


little wine or beer but they are very much opposed to strong drink of 


any kind. They are a dignified race and intoxication does not go with 
dignity. . | 

I asked lirg. Heder 1f she liked living in America. She 
‘gaia, WL like it, and I especially like California and then too, all 
my children were born here. But somehow we all feel as if we still 
belong to Syria, too. Once a *yrian always a. Pyrian. , And yet we make 
very fine citizens of this fine country. You dopot find criminals a=. 
“mong us. We are Seti home and family people." " That is thie estimate 


that ‘Mrs. Beder gave ‘me ‘of her countrymen. She. told me too tnat life 


4n | Syria de ‘pleasant. - ‘People lived slower, more genially, en- 


“ 10, # Ae iy 


Joying their friend, ¥ their gardens, story-telling, neatoe Se 
| out-of-doors, 4n one word, _ enjoying life without the rush and bustle 


_ prevalent here and life itself seens to have a deeper fleantng. She 


made a rather quaint compar tsen. Life in Syria seemed more of the 


family. Nazira was educated 1n Syrian, *rench and Greek Catholic 


essential spirit of things, life in America seemed a matter of sani-— 


tary and other conveniences, of mechanical contrivances, of bluff and 
pretense. 

Mrs. “eder is forty-two years old. She was born in Batoun © 
which a suburb of Beirut, in the Lebanon avatriet of Syria. Her 
father was a barber which means that he also pulled teeth, and tre- 
quently acted as physician. They were comfortably placed in life a 7 
though not wealthy and ieee came to America because they had relatives 


here who had gone before them and as they were all devoted to one 


another they did not wish to be separated from the rest of their 


schools, her family being of Greek Catholic persuasion. Beirut is of 


| great interest to Americans for it is here that the famed Syrian 


. _ thought-Lite: of Arabic-speaking andes. 


: hie exploiting of subject races and hence was ‘heartily hated by 
the: Syrians. ‘The Turkish attitude toward infidels, as the Coristien 


Protestant College is situated to which people of all creeds go for 
higher learning. This college and the Robert College on the Pos- 


porus have a tremendous leavening power in and throughout the Near 


East. Betrat is the center of modern Arebic literature and liber— 


aliem and the American college had a wide-reaching effect on the 


In Nazira's childhood, Syria was under Turks sh domina= 


tion. The Turk has always been known for his eeaaits as master and 


iS) vlans | were called may have had ‘something to ae with ee determin= 


| Mantra “eer 


At 


“ation of the members of Nazira's family ‘to emigrate to America , ai 
aaa they themselves were quite contented and happy in Betrut. Bs 
They like the een as leaders and masters and from doe vane whieh 
ae ‘they now receive from Syria it appears that the Freneh are doing 
(their best to make the Syrians satisfied with their government. 
pe | pe Nazira's family had Sei bena te come to San Francisco 


but the earthquake interfered Just at that time s0 first they went 


ni to Mexico and lived there for a time, approximately eight months. | 
They then proceeded to Beaunont, Texas where they opened a small 
dry-goods store and they lived there for several years. They fin- 
ally came to San Francisco. Mr. Heder and his brother-in-law own 


a grocery store and they are making a comfortable living. they have 


never returned to visit Syria but they hope to do so before long but _ 
they will never leave California for very long. 


lirs. Heder is famous for her culinary ability and Syrian 


dishes are, naturally her specialty. At times she has spoken over “ee 
the radio on Syrian cookery. Her family and home are her chief 


concern and to make them happy her object in life. Business matters 


she leaves to her husband although he doesnot hesitate to consult _ 


_ her and pespects her opinions. 
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Telephone DOuglas 7070 —THE SAN FRANCIScO CALL-BULLETIN— Thursday, May 21 


‘SECRETS FROM SYRIA 
‘Air Waves Bring Menu Words 


Miss Florence Heder (left) showing Ann Welcome, 
The Call-Bulletin home economics editor, how Syrian 
vegetables are prepared. Miss Heder was heard this 
morning over KPO at 9:15 in an interview by Ann Wel- 


_ come on the “Foreign Food Fancies,” which comes to 


you each Thursday at the same time. Don’t forget to 
tune in again next week, 


mothentee} recipes Nazipa Hedir proadcasts 


eth 


by it 4 
Ay { 


Tes ee: 
eae By 
; 


hee 


Naseer se ee 


leading to Beirut, Syria 
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~ Cosmopolitan Syria 


These college students represent six races-Syrian, Egyptian 
Turk, Armenian, Greek and Jew. 


oat te 
The village well 
It furnishes drinking water but is also the Syrian woman's 
forum and laundry. Men gather at the market place but the 
women discuss the topics of the day at the well, 
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Issu Shaheen 

Ramallah and Shaheen is the name of a large and prosperous 
importing concern on Mission Street. It has been in business for 
many years and being a wholesale house it is the main source of 
supply for goods such as Syrian peddlers and small business houses 
are wont to sell. 

This concern deals in brocades, hangings, tapestries, embroid- 
eries and the like. But no more do the beautiful and genuine Orient- 
al goods find their way to its shelves. Years ago when tne firm was 
first formed that was all they deigned to deal in but now no longer 
do the exquisite articles from Damascus, Beirut, Aleppo, Bagdad com- 
prise the stock. Now it consists almost exclusively of those gaudy 
imitations which are made so cheaply in Italy and France these days. 
These machine-made goods depict in garish colors, scenes of the 
desert and tne orient and couldnot be considered art goods in any 


sense of the word. However there is enough demand for them as they 


are and the business is quite lucrative. The Syrians have taken over 


this market which has become an outgrowth of the former market of 
genuine goods. 

Issu Snaheen is the youngest member of the firm which consists 
of two Ramallahs and two Shaheens. He hails from Beirut and he 
arrived in San Francisco last year when his brother sent for him. 
He is twenty-five years old and has aay od. Wnder both Rurkish and 
French rule in Syria. He can therefor give a very clear idea of cone 
ditions in his natiive land. His elder brother and one of the founders 
of the business came here many years ago. Becoming successful he 
arranged to have his brothers and sisters in the old country educated 


sending money liberally to them to help them in their enéeavors. 
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Issu Shaheen ~# =2e 


You m Issu is a typical example of modern Syrian youth. He is 
a graduate of the famed American Protestant College in Beirut which 
is noted for the thoroughness of its instruction and to excellence 
of its teaching starf. The older Shaneen did not enjoy these advan= 
tages, but with the natural astuteness and business acumen of the 
Syrian he helped create a remarkably successful establishment. 

Issu is hopeful about Syria's future. He admits that the French 
have done much to improve conditions materially in his country. They 
nave built splendid roads-whole networks of them= nave modernized 
Beirut and derailed education but he says the Syrians with pride of 
background and in their glorious historic past, if given the chance 
could go on to a glorious future under their own government. They 
want to be themselves not just Frenchified Orientals. They have'ht 
had tne opportunity to show what they could accomplish because first 
they were ground under heel by the Turk and now they feel that they 
are patronized by the French. 


The Syrians possess a keen instinct almost a passion, one might 


say, for business; that they also like the good things of life and 


hence he argues, not so incorrectly that they would be able to govern 


themselves. Self-government is wnat every modern Syrian is yearning 
for. 

‘Never, never", he cay aawiey the Frenchman understand us. "He 
thinks because we ape nis ways, dress like him and speak his teanehnacel 
that we are patterning ourselves after him but the essential difference 


in us he cannot comprenend. 


"The Syriansy Ghristians and Moslems are clamoring for indepvend- 


ence, for release from mandatory foreign power. True - they are con=- 


“vinced of thmaterial superiority of the West but they despise the 


western conception of life.n 
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Issus Shaheen (3 5 


The Syrians are great travellers but not many comparatively 
speaking, settle permanently in other lands. So it is with the 
local colony. There is a small nucleus of permanent residents and 
a constantly shifting group of transient wanderers that are here for 
awhile, welcomed by their countrymen and after a while, gone again to 
be followed by others. Many who have become wealthy here and in 
other foreign countries return to Syria finally, after all. Quite 
a few of them even turn Protestant in Protestant countries or become 
inclined that way through Protestant education in Syria. 

Issu as yet does not know whetner he will remain here permanently 
or return to Syria to live again. But my opinion is that he is care=- 
fully watching conditions in his native land and cautiously keeping 
his eye on the turn of events and that after a certain length of time 
he will go back again. Who knows but that he may be one of those 


inspired youth to be there when his country will neéd him . 
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Ancient Egypt, its very name suggests the pyramids, 
the arena att ce a and the tombs of ancient kings and queens.On 
either side of the placid flowing Nile, civilizations have arisen 
and fallen; a people have conquered and been Perineal: while to- 
day this familiar country is practically independent with every 
semblance of a good government aimed towards advancement. 
Marinius, so dark hued that at Pat A ia him for 
a negro, was born in Cairo, which is as well known to-day as it 
was of old. In the year eighteen-sixty-four, he first saw the 1s git 
of day, the only son of an itinerant salesman. Little does he recall 
of his life in Cairo, as he departed from there at the age of fifteen 
for America. His particular reason for coming to this country was 
his desire to pursue an education here and also the fact that he fore- 
saw a more advantageous future. 

In Boston, Massachusetts he first resided for over twenty 
years, it being conveniently located near the centers of learning. An 
ardent student of philosophy, Marinius is constantly studying and has 
a degree from an Fastern University. In nineteen-twenty, he arrived 
in San Francisco, where he has continued to reside, particularly im- 
pressing on me the fact that for over twenty-one years he has remained 
in the same house on Laguna street. 

Well educated and with the ability to express himself on 
many current subjects of interest, Marinius also speaks very fluent 
English. Unamrried, he is now an 4merican citizen of which fact he is 
very proud. Inquiring as to whether he would care to return to Egypt, 


Marinius answered decidedly in the negative. 


German. 


ae ed) oe 


A very brief Gueuwele 4 to Rudolph, whose history as given 
to me is very brief indeed. Born in Berlin, Germany, Rudy fought in 
Russo-Japanese war, on which side he did not state, being rather sus- 
picious as to the particular purpose of my line of questioning. As to 
when he arrived in San Francisco, he did not state, but safe to say he 


4s an American citizen, of which fact he is proud, and expects to live 
-4n our fair city permanently,having married here and owning his home. 
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= 2 jomn C. is an Egyptian, born in Chet On ae Brter very little 
schooling, at. was age of Cee ee went to work as‘a laborer 
“fer 2 British 6il Gompany. Wo a hard and the pay was small, 
7 andumieicbesets bis third year this he met three edn 
4 countrymen of his in a wine shop wno put kim wise on how to 
make much easier money. 


*K Phis was the smuggling of dope, which he and this gang carried 
on for two years until they were caught by the opie 
authorities with the result that John’ lost his liberty for 
taree long years in sai While in jail he studied 

| astrology very hard, and became convinced Of vVits stupidity but 
also saw means of malcing a good living. 4 


_—— 


. o% So after leaving até son he went to Paris, France, to become 

an astrologer for two years. In 1924, he came to ” the United 

states,and from then to 1930 has amassed ‘;10,000 through his 
astrology. He also kas a sideline reading the bumps on people's 


; heads. which, he says ,is much more scientific than astrology 
| although nner it is an undeveloped science. 
gi a 
He travels Loews) through the country and segms to be “pretty 
; slick detests hard work of any kindy Watriotism means 
nt nothing to him. 
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EGYPTIAN 

John C. is an Egyptian, born in Cairo. After very little 
schooling, at the ge of thirteen, he went to work as a labor- 
er for a British oil company. Work was hard and the my was 
small. During his third year at this he met three countrymen 
of his in a wine shop who put him wise on how to make much 
easier money. i 

This was the smuggling of dope, which he and this gang 
carried on for two years until they were caught by the Egypt- 
jan authorities with the result that John lost his liberty =f 
for three long years in jail. While in jail he studied 
astrology very hard, and became convinced of its stupidity, 
but also saw means of making a good living. 

So after leaving prisbn he went to Paris, France, to 
become an astrologer for two years. In 1924, he came to the 
United States, and from then to 1930 has amassed $10,000 
through his astrology. He also has a sideline reading the 
bumps on people's heads, which, he says, is much more 
scientific than astrology although it is an undeveloped science. 

He travels a great deal through the country and s eens 


to be "pretty slick". He detests hard work of any kind. 


Patriotism means nothing to him. 
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Mr. P., sales manager of a rug company in Oakland was 
born in Urmiah, located in the northwestern portion of Per- 
Sia. 

The name of "Urmia" means "City of Water", "Ur" being 
city, "Umiah" being water. Tradition has it that Urmiah 
was the birth place of Zoroaster. ‘heir ancient civiliza- 
tion is still alive with hospitality, hard to be improved. 
Their language is Syriac, or Aramaic, the language of Christ. 

Urmiah is known as Rezayeh, the original town having 
been destroyed during the war by the iurks and persians as 
the Assyrians from this district clashed with the Persians. 
There are some forty thousand Assyrian Christians known as 
Nestorian Christians. However the larger population is iijo- 
hammedan. 

Rezayeh is surrounded by villages. ‘he principal oc- 
cupation is raising tobacco, raisins, some opium, the weav- 
ing of small rugs and farming. | 

There is a colony of Assyrians in Turlock, California 
engaged in farming. | 

Schools are scarce in Urmiah, though there is one Ameri- 
can mission, organized some hundred years ago, from which 
Mr. P. graduated. 


_ fhe Assyrians are good students; many come to the United 
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States for education. Yhey apply themselves well and ge- 
nerally graduate into the professions, such as medicine or 
dentistry, though some are engaged in plastering. Generally 
they continue to live here after graduation, though before 
the war they were prone to return to their native land. 

The largest colony of Assyrians is in Chicago. Some 
three hundred are in the Hast Bay and San Francisco. How- 
ever, there are few Assypians left in the world. ‘hose 
still in Persia live in Mesopotamia. 

fusic is hardly known. ‘There are many good preachers 
among them, mostly of the Christian faith. in weaving their 
rugs there is no particular design aside from that of the 
pear, the fruit which comes from their sacred tree. 

li. Pe. is not married and is living with his people in 


pan Francisco. 
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Syrian people are enduring many hardships, and are 
three generations behind the times, according to Joseph Ma- 
louf, native Syrian, now a manufacturer of a huge garment 
factory of San francisco, where over a hundred employees | 
are at work daily, providing stocks which are selling in all 
western states. 

Mr. Malouf came from Beirut, in villayet, in Asiatic , 
furkey, landing in America when he was but eight years old. 
He has resided in the United States since that time, working 
very hard at all times. He gives as one cause of the pre- 
vailing situation in Syria, the lack of compulsory education. 
The people do not send their children to school. In fact, 
they cannot, they are too poor; the majority of people, he 
asserts, suffer from poverty. hey simply cannot afford to 
send the children to school. 

A compulsory school law could not be enforced, in the 
belief of this countryman, unless financial provision is 
made by the government to assist people in complying with 
such a law. 

School hours there are from 8;00 A.M. to 4:50 P.M. 
with one hour for noon. ‘This Syrian child was placed in 


school by his parents at the age of four years, when he 


started studying reading, writing, spelling and arithmetic. 


ee spe ot “yxtb ane yseadd a rene soto 


ey ‘i . ¥ 
} Ais Gra? Ah ‘on “ ha 


2 at Watt 


“ w9ewlgne botbiand ry “wove oxeii wovetonens a Bo Cortes 


tis at anil tes ous ao tae ‘avoode ‘aa tvom sedan mw ta on | 
aha: ED. Whom 
| et , ; | | ie | saotata fo vig 


i i Seti te ahh i 
‘Ebikbnk tut (AopuLLEY ab tates, noxt ean wetaid ia 
Re ne 
 b£0 ars oy dighe turd Bow eal woxiy, wo dooms ad pilhonk eae 
-chdatosaathe (Ome e tact eonte ed ate bedtau eat ak bobisex eae ok 


“ONT sail to gaued end ee ney ig ei saomitd iia #8 bred rey 


.woitapube grove Luque to #oal eid Lave at woiteutla gation sin 
fost mf - tooson ad notbline thon hate ton ob elgoog ont ie 
Oh , OL Oey to yibw{se oud {meow ood exe gest, sfonmao cenit ie 
od Daotia forma Yigal & youu sdicihits ino xb eo tire \eeaeane ne: 
| | « feodon ot orbs tele edt bree 
one std , boone tve od tors bLsoo wet foonoe vsoaLemrmoo A 
at ho be Fvo wey fatonenth enero _ renint aano8 aidd to Telted | 
Oe dw arene ing elqoeg deteos ot #ngminevoy, edt. ye eban 
wal f tone 
at 08; bob MA 00; g me ona onent wusrod Loose 
st heowly | aoKe bli ith aidy 4 000.8 04 stud, ‘eto Pare: 


ed codw 8180 sot to oe ett te oe ata sh lana: 


There are no kindergartens or other preliminary training 
periods. 

His family was in the silk raising business. ‘they 
had mulberry orchards and silk worms, which they cared for, 
producing sil threads for sale. The family home was built 
of stone, two stories, with a sod roof, which was flat. 
Sometimes the houses here are ranged along a street, side 
by side; they are quite large, housing both the family with 
all their belongings and the business, as well. A family 
lives in one portion, keeps the stocks in another, the silk- 
worms in still another portion, all thus being under one 
roof. 

His parents had a large family, quite a few children 
younger and older than he was at the time of his coming to 
America. He had continued school until the age of eight. 
Then, a cousin of his mother's, planning to come to America 
where the family had many other Syrian relatives who had 
come over before, wanted to bring ite of the children with 
her, Joseph, then eight, and an older sister. fhis arrange- 
ment was agreeable to Joseph's parents, and the lad embarked 
for America. 

They all arrived in New York, where the family lived 
five or six years, with Joseph and his sister attending 


school regularly. Joseph here learned English, of course, 
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which he wanted very much todo. He had worked hard in 
school, and at the age of fourteen years he left New York 
@lone, and came to another family of Syrians who were rele- 
tives, who lived in Utah, and had a retail store there. 
They were willing to have him come and so everything was 
arranged. His sister stayed on in New York with the other 
Syrian family. 

Thus Joseph started -his business career in the west, 
working in the store, clerking and studying; sometimes he 
attended day school and worked nights, other times attend- 
ing night courses, and working days. ke stayed here three 
years. hen, when he was seventeen years old, he went to 
live with still another relative, who had a factory manufac- 
turing women's garments. Here he started in the shipping 
department, working for two years in this capacity. Reward 
for his hard work came in the form of a travelling sales- 
man's job. 

Thus at the age of nineteen years, this Syrian youth 
Started travelling the western states, with his lines of 
manufacture, women's garments, lingerie and dresses. ‘fThis 
employment he continued faithfully for tem years, saving 
his money, planning all the while for the time when he 


could go into business for himself. He wanted to settle 


down, preferably on the Pacific Coast, and open a garment 
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factory. He had been saving every possible dollar to this 
end. 

About this time a cousin, located in San Francisco, 
who had been working aggressively as a salesman for an au- 
tomobile concem, and had saved his money, joined him, and 
they together opened a large dress manufacturing shop. Joe, 
who understood thoroughly all branches of the business, was 
to manage production, and every branch of the plant, such 
a3 designing, buying of Supplies, running the workroom, etc. 
Bert, adept in salesmanship, was to manage sales, do the ac- 
tual selling in the beginning and place all production. 

They secured a good location in the wholesale district, 
@ fine dress designer from New York, and with other help 
opened up auspiciously at a time when business was flowing 
in an even way. ‘Their outlood wag g00d. But these two 
young Syrian men found they could not agree. Joseph had 
the actual dress manufacturing experience; he had an even 
disposition, too, while Bert was of an impetuous disposition, 
violent at times, no real training in garment making or sell- 
ing. But in the meantime Bert had married into a well-to-do 
Syrian family who wished him to continue in the dress busi- 
ness. 

Both wanted to keep the business. Yet one or the other 
had to get out, both agreed. So they decided on a "buy or 
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sell" offer, and Bert, who was able immediately to raise 
the necessary fifteen thousand dollars produced that sum 
(secured from his in-laws) ana Joseph stepped out. 

Joseph lost no time securing a new location, install- 
ed machines and other necessary equipment and launched a 
"slip" manufacturing business, making a tremendous success 
from the start. Then came contention concerning the trade 
name "Malouf", lawsuits, and hard feelings, but these dif- 
ferences were eventually ironed out and a better relation- 
Ship came about between the former yartners. 

Three years ago, Joseph Malouf, Inc., moved into 755 
Market Street, ina perfectly planned factory, located on 
the sixth and top floor. The place is ideal, spacious, 
well lighted, centrally located, equipped with the latest 
machinery and fixtures. The location is perfect too, in 
relation to San Francisco retail buyers, who patronize his 
place, and out of town buyers who like its central location. 

Attractive lines of silk lingerie were added to slip 
lines with this move, giving the plant wider distribution. 
These lines are carried by salesmen into western states, 
moving quantities of this finer merchandise. 

"Now that France has taken over Syria", said Mr. Ma- 
genre again reverting to his discussion of his native home , 


"they are trying to put the country one its feet. ‘MThere 
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are improvements but the country is at least fifty years 
behind the times yet. If they could arrange about school 
for the children, the country would show real improvement. 

"Syria is a good country. The climate is good, actu- 
ally a good deal like California. it does not get so cold 
there in winter as you might expect since they have some 
snow. it is a good agricultural country, raising bananas, 
grapes for wine, dates, orange groves, in fact, all tropic- 
al fruits. 

"The eastern part, back from the sea, is dry and irri- 
gation is necessary here. Wheat is raised in abundance, al- 
so fruits and vegetables, with a great deal of live stock, 
particularly sheep. With such production, the country should 
be in mach better comition. Beirut, where [ lived, as you 
know, is a seaport, with a good deal of moisture on that 
shore. 

"The houses are quite different from over here. They 
look more like long rows of flats than individual. homes. 
Business men have their homes, business, and store of mate- 
rials and products all under the me roof, selecting diff- 
erent portions for various purposes. This is quite differ- 
ent from the American way. Also the houses are not built 
so compactly, or comfortably." 


Mr. Malouf tells about the Syrian cookery, which, he 
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says, includes many very different dishes, often made from 
similar vegetables to those we raise and use here. The 
food there is usually steamed a long while, as in the in- 
stance of rolled cabbage. Once while Bert Malouf was still 
in San Francisco the writer was invited to a Syrian dinner, 
which included this rolled cabbage dish, as the meat offer- 
ing. leat is chopped, seasoned and mixed with boiled rice, 
which is then folded or rolled in huge cabbage leaves, 
which are secured with wooden pins, and steamed three hours. 

One of the other offerings at this dinner was eggplant 
which had been halved, hollowed and stuffed with a mixture 
of bread crumbs, minced vegetables and seasoning, then co- 
vered over the top with peanuts, and baked until the nuts 
were brown, a delicious way to cook eggplant. 

Syrian women find the quicker ways of American house- 
wives less tiresome than their own native ways of steaming 
foods. Syrians now living in this country have adapted 
their manner of living to those habits they find prevailing 
here; in fact a real Syrian dinner has become an event in 
these Syrian families, so that usually it included invited 
guests in order that many may enjoy the cooking which in- 


volves so much work. 


\ 


—— 


\ >: eee = 
See OR aN ae aera 


re erate a : es 
i ' Ost © 
‘ an! A - bee oy 
ide bi eae Se ne 
oy at Piste Nut 
- « 


Pawns i 


Ate Wes y 


snovto dou enti us Mebiees gue had py obi 
8024 beftod Hote bok la | Ke “bexossoe: “Doagoxe | 8 tao igo | 

‘ wevsel oped da ogni ae i eer 0 BebLot ‘wet aL. Pye 
easels oeunt beusede Soa ae neboow di in Boxcows ore olan 
{sslqgne wow yonntb atdt ta egatrette reside ed % end xe 


piu tte rs nédw boxed bia howolLon (Dey Cat Ho 0d box Hold 


ih et 


+00 stone \pieknoee bites veldatoyoy boos tit sedewre baond to 
| atog pal Catia borted bins 8 barr xt bw ‘qot ent rove berey 


i wih HN 
NN Dies nh 


eye sinoknage #000 ot yaw nm lotieb e ee oa 
| ~oanoit “go ean, to) Byer soalo bap ett, be women seine | 
gainged « to Byer ori act wo. tleds ‘et omoeont aol neviv ae 


ate oan in, 


bo debs. evast emi stir oo olay ah aa Bvt wont. netaye , abo ot 


gutiisvesy ban £4, yous ad hd ot eaodd of patra to nent i howe | a 
ad rove wa | p00 od esd none subrye Teen * Foun, oh vest 
beatved hebe.to nt a | Ul Learess “tode 08 ip mateye bai scale 
oe Hol se | eabioce edt wotee yy ane Laores robto ah. ree 

US mead oles eee die: ih i es a frit Ct i iy Ate d 


rf Poy ae 


- Mo: 


‘ 4 ie : 
ye ’ 
wy oi my hi 
; By YEA ; 
i io vied i ‘ 
Ls co ’ i 
I i ae bees 
my faa st : , 
j i i if t 1 on 
a A sts 
Pe AA ie ny ; if 55g 
. 1 ry? 5 2 
frit é wih Mi eas! Wy) 
fot r Te F ty 
i af 
Ca oe % a Pua Mid ee i ai a he 


s. c. Spkten, Syrian, ern near the city of Antioch in 
@ suburb called Mere Syria which is situated between 
Asia Minor and BEE Ba irik cee 

‘here were nine in the family. His mother is still 
alive at the age of 91,) living in Riverside, California, with 
one of his brothers: 


Me. Seitem learned his trade in silk - weaving, and garment ow 


= x 
oo hwirtmaking. She@tss> He informed me that the pure silk materials 
manufactured there never wear out; that he himself still owns 
silk garments that are more than 60 years old, and that many 
girls when getting married, and too peor to buy a wedding 
dress, wear the same dress thet the mother wore when married. 
Trevel there, is mostly by caravan. ‘the country is trop- 
ical, or semi-tropical. Fruits are grown the year round. 
Figs, grapes, pomegranates, pears, apricots. Antioch is a 
veritable Garden of Eden according to a travel writer, so a» 
REERS Mir. Seine 9-40. 


Singing there, is not by note or ear. People gather to- 


} 
gether and sing. At the age of 16, Mr. Sakkem went to a sort 
of park some 13 miles from Antioch. the dances there were a 
motion of up and down, a sort of vertical dance, lI should say. 

dior Religion is ##@ Ancient Armenian end Protestant. ‘he 


ancient Armenian in ritual is somewhat similar to the ipisco- 


palian.. 
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At the age of 14 owins to the death of his father, youne 
Sgickem set out to support the family. For a time he travelled 
with a missionary who was counsel: and Lived in a sea port town. 
Later on he travelled for a doctor acting as interpreter. This 
doctor lived in tarsus. In this way he supported his mother and 
prothers and sisters travelling in and around i fea and Tarsus. 

He came to our country at the age of 21 ai fox a time he 
worked in a steel mill, also, machine shop #“inventing establish- 
ment, learning the language all the time. Finally his brother 
came over to be with him and Mr. Sekekem began travelling in 
the picture business and has lived in it ever since. He is 
married and has two boys. fs a eitizen. 

Nr. Sakitem told me thet, the World War spread into Turkey 
tee his folks retired into the mountains until fine lly iA 
formed that a french cruiser was ready to take them away. 

Fragments of the ancient wall still surround Antioch. 

The city nag-no sanitary system when Sakae lived there. It 
was under the rule of vurkey. The Armenians, Syrians, and 
Greeks do not like the Turks. However, the better elass of 

a eHntinn 
Turks do not drink, and are, to, am extent, honest. The Turks 
consider the Armenians and others, dogs. Speak of them as such. 

While drinking was not so prevalent as now, still the 
petter class of Turks do not drink. This, before France began 
to mandate over this section, was to a great extent universal, 
but since the war this has not been SO much the case, as 4 


large distillery was built, and since” drinking has been far 
4 


more prevalent. 
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Under Turkish rule conditions were very bad, particularly 
under the Sultan Ahmed. This condition has become much better 
under French rule. 

Mr. Sedebem related an instance of his brother Abraham, 
who when 17, left school and was travelling to relatives. His 
school books he carried with him. It was a necesssity that 
he be searched at certain given points, and in the searching 
an essay that he had written in school scoring the Turks was 
uncovered. The boy was arrested and spent eight months in 
prison. A Turkish prison is probably as mean a place to be 
eonfined as there ie, oceneel ne to Mr. Seem. The men are 
herded in together and sleep close together on mattresses on 
the prison floor. Fleas and lice prevail. Through a mission- 
ary the English ambassador interceded with Sultan Ahmed and 
in one of his better moods he pardoned the boy. When informed 
that he was pardoned the boy shivered for he had known of others 
peing pardoned who were shot when leaving outside the prison 
walls. However, in his case the pardon held true. 


The depression has hit Mr. Sam's business sadly. 


However, he is well pleased with America. 
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V.B. was born in a little Village called Septist near 
Baghdad in Mesopotamia. It ig a Village entirely made up 
of Assyrians. It is in the midst of a desolate region of 
bad soil and rock. For centuries the villagers have work- 
ed unceasingly to keep their gardens and orchards intact. 
Wave after wave of Turkish soldiers have descended upon 
the town and have caused havoc and destruction. ‘hey killed 
the leading inhabitants and carried off their women. During 
the late war almost three-fourths of the villagers were 
killed and the rest driven from the town. 

All this V.B. witnessed as a boy. When they were dri- 
ven from the town his family went to Baghdad and then to Da- 
mascus and still later to Constantinople. After the war 
they came to America and settled in New Jersey in a settle- 
ment on the heights across from New York City which is the 
largest Assyrian settlement in America. Five years ago 
they anue to California. 

V.B. remembers only hardship and terror from his child- 
hood days. ‘fheir days were spent in preserving their lan- 
guage and religion and families from extinction. they are 
a close-knit group and intermarry among themselves. 

V.B. is a Jacobite and a faithful member of the church. 


Only once a year a priest comes here and solemnizes the 
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birth, marriage and christening ceremonies. Otherwise they 


attend the Greek Church. There are only seventy thousand 
Assyrians left in the world and V.B. makes it a point to 
keep in touch with their organizations and churches all 
over the world as well as their brothers the Beets aetna The 
Janguage is Assyrian mixed with a good deal of Syriac and 
Turkish words. 

In San Francisco there are about four hundred. ‘they 
fraternize mostly with the Syrians. Of these about one 
hundred fifty come from Persia. 

V.B. is a barber by trade. He is unmarried and lives 
with a family from the same village in Syria as his own, 
who have been in San Francisco for twenty-five years. He 
is rather non-committal about his own personal life because 
of the tragic memories it brings back but will talk a good 


deal about the Assyrian people and their history. 
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Dre Sino Zachariah 


Dre Zacharish comes Boe Batouns a village on Mt. Lebanon, 288r nedicut.; in Dy 


Oe He is at present in the fifties and a practising serait cian in Sean Francisce. His 


an 


patients are mostly of the Syrien colony and while he is not as financially well 


‘off as a great many Syriens who wame to this country, he has an excellent standing 


rea 


7 in the Syrian colony and is a leader in local Syrian affairs. 


In Dr. Zacharieh’s youth he attended the Maronite schools in his home 


town, (Maronite means a certain Syriac form of Roman Catholic worship) and also 


attended Americen Protestant missions for the study of the mnghish lenguage and 
kindred studies. im those days Turkey ruled over Syria but the Mt. Pebanon dise- 


trict stubbornly considered itself free of Turkish rule, which independence, how= 


ever the Turks never fully recognized o 


As a young man he enlisted in the Turkish army and he received an ex- 


cellent military training and became a commisdioned officer in theif army and 
fought in the verte cer. German army officers were brought over from Germany to 
; discipline the troops and to instruct het the Turks were excellent fighters from 
the beginning. The Turkish army consisted mostly of Mohammedans and they never 
were overly friendly te Christians who endeavored to enter the Service at Dre 


_ ZaclHarieh won them over by his loyalty and fearlessness and won some decorations 


in the world ware 


His parents were landowners in the neighborhood of Batoun but Simeon 


wanted a life of adventure. When at the end of the world war, Syria was given 


over to French ucasece, he decided to come to Americas In Batoun he married 
a tees cee id been educated in one of the missions and who is at present ‘a prof= 


essor of Arabic culture and lenguage. There are five children of this union and 


these young people are Americen in thought and custom, as Simeon and his wife came — 


i to America and their children were all born heres | 


4 
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When Simeon arrived in California he took up the mney of medicines 
taking a course in a San Francisco medical school. He is he only practising 
physician of Syrian extraction residing heres However as a professionel man 

he has had a bitter road to tragel and he underwent many ii veiv ous to be able 
to continue his studies in medicine. He believes that if he had remained in 


Syria he would have been more successful. However he aduite that is mere con= 
jecture on his part. He is probably the most looked up to man in the Syrien 
Colony , at present. His say so is considered as the last word wherever syriens 
congregate and he and his wife are considered the best educated people in the 
Colonye He is related to Blias Zachariah, the proprietor of the etholie Art 
Shop on Sutter Street. 
members of the 

-Most Syrians are dark-haired and dark-eyed but Ray aannelnney family | 
areblue-eyed and either blond-haired or red-haired, possibly some Nordic oe 
from the middle ages left this iericese to the Zachariah blood. As far back as 


they can figure , they are of entirely Syrian back-ground. 


In the harbor of Beirut, Syria 
Beirut is the chief commercial city im Syria. It was the scene of fanatical demon- 


strations in the world war. 


Mu}e caravan accompanied by 
Turkish armed guard. 


- 


“Most of: ‘the Syrians Living | in San Francisco appear to have 


come here from Beirut and the ibanen district generally. There ee 
are apparently various reasons for this. To begin with as the — 
Syrians stick closely together they naturally follow their rele) 


atives and friends wherever they go. Then again Beirut is per= 


haps the most progressive of the Syrian cities, the city where 
most hnéricans andi merspecns are to be found and where education 
is: easily obtained. Hence the Beiruti are easily persuaded to 
wander forth to other lends , particularly to France and America. 

‘Mr. Antonius died in 1935 of paralysis culminating a oY 
stroke. He went Rcebich a fortune in these United States rather 
than having accumulated one here but on account of the Mad genial ey 
of his Steet in Syria he was considered an outstanding member of 
the Syrian colony here and his shortcomings were condoned. 

His ‘life began under propitious circumstances. He was born 
in the Lebanon district in a beautiful avert of Beirut amid 
most luxurious surroundings as his father was a very wealthy | 
slave trader which calling in those days was an extremely profite 
able one. He was given every advantage of the wealthy. He en=_ 


joyed an excellent education going to school and college in Beirt 


and became fluent in several lenguages besides his native Fes. 


\ DL Ves hy 


As a young man he was said to have been very attractive in appear= ay 


ance and culture but when I knew him in his later years he was 


‘ee a huge, bulky individual of uncertain temper. But in spite of 


Fk 


Be Wie aid! this one could detect a keen mind and a broadness and toler- 


_. anee of views and the remains of those attractive qualities which — 


=. he was a most ik peieeielint loving all the good 

‘things of the earth. He mus t have cut quite a dashing figure: 
as a young man. TA his” later years, having aped the Western 
“ways, he became more or less of a drunkard and for several 


years before his death in 1935 . hés fine mind aolmteiate nid: 


Myer 


¥ 


rapidly. 
When he left the. Beirut college he decided to do some 
travelling and he spent some years in France and Spain add= 
ing mostly to his inowlegge of how Frenchmen and Spaniards 
ean dissipate. He then proceeded to Germany and then settled 
down again bh some more student years and learnt the German 
language aNecaughiv. He accompanied some German scientists 
te Egypt evineone interpreter and them remained in Cairo 
entering the hp nile iueke: Evidently his German years 
inspired his intérest in military life. His euriosity about 
life was insatiable. He felt that he mast visit America but 


it was not the economic urge that brought him here as he was 


always plentifully supplied with money. Upon becoming a cite ae 


izen of the United States he Joined the American army and te 

was sent to the Phillipine Islends. After leaving the army he 
proceeded to the United States and finally landed in Los angeles. 
: Antonius was always pro-German in his inclinations and his 


i student ee sits le pence — alae 


} oe Was 


to pieces and esta ae hotel 28 


quickly as he could ek He went on to San Pialelace and after 


{ 


some time elapsed he remarried. 


His second wife was an Austrian- 


German woman. She was a very capable woman , a eae manager and 


an excellent cook. As a matter of fact she was really a chefs 


But by this time Antonius had only a fraction of his money left 


and his second wife went through some rather hard times with hime 


They. opened a third-rate ledging house on eens Street and he 


did some small-time bootlegging at the same time not infrequently e 
a testing out his own wares to, excess. His wife oid most of the oe uy 
work of the lodging-house while he acted as genial host and bon= ol 


ena de over-eating of her fine Austrian cooking and becoming — 


‘more and more addicted to liquor as time went on. Moeny Germans | 
frequented the place, most of ang been in celery service 
during the World War,in the German army « One of these men, an 
ex army officer of the German armg and a very arrogant fngiviae © 
nal he gave free board and lodging for months at 8 time. His 

| thrifty Austrian. wife was constantly complaining about his mode ay 
of lifeehis drinking and. liberality to this man and other chisel : 


ers whom he had become boon ee with Bue she was compelled 


to accept conditions or at any rate oe accepted them grudgingly. 


Arguments and quarrels were frequent occurences. Cea oN 


Finally they abandoned the lodging-house in Kearny Street oe 


end took a small rooming-house in Washington Street. ‘They had 


an few roomers and made a scant living. From what ba understend- 


they even. accepted relief although Antonius | would admit no such 


rane querulous and e tiatty 


mfattnutiy. + For the ee two. years of 


% 


Te appears that hie mind was affected ond he would eke” ae 


“most: impossible assertions « ‘and talk almost incoherently Pe 
“He finally died without, issue, without leaving anything to his 
wife in worldly goods. “She evidently had saved a bit with her 
| Teutonic care and thrift and she left this country and returned 
yee: her native austria. ae : Ms , | 
As ‘we sean ‘over the lige of Antonius. it would appear in ee 
ease that his contact with Buropeans and naturally we mean Amer= 
deans also when we say Suropeans, impaired rather than helped his 


character. Generally it seems that hhose Syrians who stay ex= 


poly: among themselves ‘remain sober, Ce leat ~loving and digni- 


ae 
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Mr. P.,a Syrian, was born in 1895. He came to the 
United States as an immigrant in 1916, and worked as a de- 
livery boy and clerk in a grocery store until the war. He 
enlisted in the United States army. ir. P. saved what mo- 
ney he made in the army and upon his discharge started a 
business of his ow, operating a small grocery and fruit 
market. He was fairly prosperous, according to his former 
ideas of prosperity. In 1924 he went to Hurope to try to 
bring his sister and mother back. The quota being exhaust- 
ed he paid their fare to liexico with the idea of later hav- 
ing them smuggled into the States. He claims something 
went wrong and he sent them back to Bur ope in the early 
part of 1925 where they stayed until 1926 when they made 
the quota and came on to the United States. 

Afrested in 1929 on a charge of moral turpitude, he 
narrowly missed deportation as the immigration authorities 
came into the case. He married an American girl in 1930. 
By this time, he says, he had paid off the mortgage on his” 
store and home as he had raised money on them both at the 
time of his arrest in 1929. In July of 1952 he was arrest- 
ed again, this time on the charge of transportation and 
sale of liquor and contributing to the delinquency of a mi- 


nor ‘as he had his sixteen year old nephew delivering alsco- 
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nba “tor him at the time of his arrest. ‘This time he lost 
his car, delivery truck and home; and also mortgaged his 
business so heavily that he says he is worrying as to whe- 
ther he will lose it too. He was placed on five years pro- 
bation and fined for the last offense and says that he nar- 
rowly missed going to the penitentiary. 

He has made two different attempts to secure his na- 
turalization papers and claims that due to his record of 
arrests that he was turned down both times, he bemoans the 
fact that he did not secure his papers at the time he was 
in the army as he states that he could have obtained his 
papers at that time with little or no difficulty. He blames 
all of his business difficulties m what he calls "tough 
breaks" and seems to have given up hopes of getting back 
on his feet again. When the suggestion was made that per- 
ase his income was somewhat decreased by the passing of 
the prohibition era he said "no, that was just a side line” 
but in the conversation a few minutes later he told me 
that if the prohibition law had stayed in effect and he 
could have continued in that line another year without be- 
ing apprehended that he could have retired from any kind 


of work» 
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the doctor, when in this stage fine that it is generally too late 
to rebuild new cells, in fact where there is one spot effected, is 
also proof that there are millions of cells affected and many 

dead throught the pody, leaving the system in a very low state of 


health, and not able to rebuild cells. The sooner our manufactures 


eome to realization of the necessary mineral elements a pody requires 


for a normal health the better it will be for themselves and all 
concerned. 
Medical science claim that there is, SO far no cure for cancer, 
this is true, that is if nothing is done to cure the cancer until 
it makes its outward appearance, consequently it is too late to 
build new cells where a group of cells are dead and rotting, what 
happens then, the blood carries the white corpuscles or congeling 
matters to the effected part and covers Up any of the decay to 
protect other portions of the flesh or cells. The effected portion 
then becomes so called a hard substance, being that the blood 
cannot circulate through these parts 4% then will in time being 
to rot and this is known to medical science (cancer). So when 
cancer becomes visible to that extent, it is then a known fact 
that the entire system is effected and has many dead cells and is 
in such low state of health that what live eells there are they 
are not strong enough to puila up again with the best care and 
€oods. But we do not agree that cancer cannot be cured that is 
if taken care of pefore it shows up in a visible form, and then 
only can it be cured not with inorganic substances, but with 
natural foods that are not devitalized and demineralized, foods 
that carry natural minerals as they come from nature. 

fake for instance our various kinds of animals on this 


earth, so far we have failed to fina that they maintain doctors 


in their groups and they or most of them live a full life span, 
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if left alone in their natural environments but just as soon as 

you begin to hold them in captivity and feed them with blended 
foods, such as they are now feeding Dairy cows, trouble begins, 
believe it is Safe to say that fifty per cent of our dairy cows 
become affected with T.B. and have to be discarded. Cows fed 

on open range find that the T.B. rate is very much lower. The above 
we mention merely for the purpose of illustrating and to prove 

thet most of our diseases are caused by the use of the large 
quantities of highly refined, demineralized food product, and this 
is a direct cause for the increase of T.B. and cancer. These facts 


are known to some medical science but not admitted. 


A.Forth. 
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ARABIAN COLONY IN SAN FRANCISCO 


WaArabian colony!" one would exclaim incredously. “Why I 
never heard of such a thing in San Francisco!" Of course not 
Not one-tenth of the people in this cosmopolitan city have. 

In truth, there are more queer things in San Francisco than 
are ever dreamed of in anybody ' s-except the Tax Collector's - 


philosophy. 


You wouldn't be apt to find it, either (unless you know 
the Tax Collector), for Telegraph Hill tucks away in her spac- 
{ous pocket much that is queer, and defies the explorer to un- 
earth it, you must just have faith and hope and be chock-full 
of charity if you would coax some of her secrets from her. 
Then, as a reward, she will fling out the merest clew and 


leave you to hunt the rest for yourself, 


The clew to the Arabian colony came to me most unexpectedly 
one Saturday afternoon, when I rambled, "goat like" up the hill 


with some friends of mine. 


It had been raining, and at one corner of the street, @ 


pond made a fine object of entertainment for two small children 
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who were splashing around in its middy water. 


Two black-eyed cherubs in a water Garden of Eden! Adam 
was about 8 and Eve 6. Their hair was black and wavy, unlike 
the "Naps" who live on their side of the hill, and more re- 
markable yet, they were shy, a trait never found in the Italian 
children of that quarter. They took no notice of me, but shouted 


to each other in a somewhat familiar language as they played. 


I stood on the curb and called to them, but they did not 
answer. They paid no heed as I crossed over to a corner groc- 
ery that coquetted opposite, beckoning customers with a fly- 
specked hand, and purchased some ultramarine and burnt-umber 


jelly beans from the garlic-steeped shopwoman. 


They seemed a bit more interested as I sat down on some 
stairs in front of them and ostentatiously opened the candy bag. 
Eve watched me smack my lips and heard me grunt my enjoyment of 
the vile stuff. Then she poked Adam, and they both watched. 
Satan did not have to tempt his Eve greatly before she longed 
for the rosy cheeked apple; neither did I rattle, smack, and 
grunt many times before Eve conceived a violent desire to share 


my enjoyment. 


I ceased to eat, and held out the bag, calling her to come 
and sit down beside me. She consulted Adam, but he virtuously re- 


fused. 
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They advanced with crab-like alacrity and sat down beside ne, talk- 
ing together in a musical language that suggested long, dreamless 


nights and languid days. 


They understood me only when I said "Have some more," yet 
we sat in sticky happiness until the last glucose bond of sympathy 
passed down Adam's "red land.” ‘Then my small friends rose and 


scampered away with a "thank you." 


I crossed over to the grocery. "Who were those children?" 


I asked the woman. 


“Those were the Araba children". she said with the enjoyment 


of one displaying a neighbor's family skeleton. 
“eny more here on the Hill? 


"J donno, you can ask the man at the Araba store down the 
street." Her finger pointed, and I followed the direction, landing 
in the very front of Nesraula Hakim's dry goods, fancy goods, and 


notion store. 


It is a shop where one my buy anything from a suit of clothes 


to a sandalwood fan. 


Mr. Hakim was not at home, but a young man, his brother, with 
matchless Arabian eyes, both "tended shop" and watches. a very dirty 


boy baby, who sat on the counter and wept. 
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I talked to the man and the child alternately, the shopkeeper 
assuring me that he liked San Francisco, and did not care to go 
back to Arabia, as there is more money to be made here. Also that 


he is a widower, and that this is his son. 


The child said nothing, as he spoke no English and was too 
busy crying. Another young Arab came from the apartment behind 
the store and told me in half-and-half English and Arabian, that 
part of the Arabians in the city live on Second Street and part 
on Vincent Street, on Telegraph Hill. Second Street, though, is 
the fashionable part of the colony, and every Arab who is anybody 


lives there. 


The widower, being one of the Vincent Street Arabs, natur- 
ally took exception to the influence and remonstrated. An argument 
ensued, becoming more, and more heated. Sentences flew back and 
forth like flashes of fire, until I was thankful that an Arabian 


came into the store. 


The child ceased to cry, also becoming more interested in 
the dispute, and just as blows seemed unavoidable saved the re- 
putation of the shop in a most business-like manner by falling 


from the counter. 


I gathered him up and sat down in a chair that the father 


placed for me, trying in an American way to hush his Arabic cries. 


The widower dismissed the discordant young man, and gazed 
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at the child and me approvingly. 


"My baby looks nice," he said to me. “It is very bad for a 


child to have no mother," 
"Indeed it is," I agreed heartily. 
“Are you married?" he asked. 


"No", 

"My baby likes you". 

"Oh, does he?" 

"Yes, also I do", 

I stood the child on his feet and rose to go, but the widower 


persisted. 
"Do American girls ever marry Arabian men?" he asked pointedly. 


“Yes, often," I said". "but it does not seem to agree with the 


Arabians," 


He took no time to reconsider the matter, but opened the door 


and gravely bowed me out. 


IT hastened to Second Street and asked a corner grocery man if 
he knew of any Arabians in his neighborhood. He pointed to a shabby 


house opposite where a physician's sign flapped in the wind. 


"That is the only Syrian - Arab. They're just the sane, you 


know. " 
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The doctor answered the door bell. He is almost a blonde, 


pleasant and obliging. 


He seemed interested in my errand and led me into his study. 
Never have I seen a room whose surroundings were so suggestive of 
the medical profession. A huge skeleton stood in one corner, a 
skull, adorned the mantel shelf, and several unconnected bones 


littered remaining space. 


The walls were hung with calendars picturing post-mortem 
human frames, and a copy of Rembrandt's “Lesson in Anatomy" held 
@ prominent place. It was not particularly cheerful, mit the 
doctor's manner balanced its depressing influence. He directed 
me to a shop just around the corner, where one Mohammed sold 
embroideries, and laces, and told me that he did not care to go 
back to Arabia as there ts more money to be made here. Twice 


the same sentiment. 


Mr. Mohammed was cordiality itself, and pointed to some 
fruit stands opposite and a candy store next door, all conducted 
by Arabs. From him I learned that they sell statuary from door 
to door, plaster Psyches and Dying Gladiators, some peddle fruit 
and matches; some Own fruit stands and candy shops: some are 
tailors and shoemakers. But the finest variety of Arabs here 


sell embroidery, laces, and curios, even as he does. 


The:children go to American schools, but are taken for 
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Italians, whom they greatly resemble. The first families to settle 
here were the remaining fragment of the Midwinter Fair. Of course, 
it is much nicer to live here than in Arabia, for one makes more 


Money here. Money again, always money. 


Then, too, the climate is so very nice, and the people and 


the food. In fact, everything, is just right, here in: San Francisco 


“Have you been here long"? I asked "In this city"? 

"Oh, no, in this one place-in this shop? Eight years," he an- 
aeered checking the time off on his fingers. "I am going to move 
soon. You see, trade is getting bad and, besides, I can't stand the 
dirty people around here. I am used to finer things, so I want to 
move to aumore fashionable neighborhood. I should like you to come 


and see my new store", 


His cordiality was a charming, so I gladly accepted the in- 


vitation. 


“Where is this new store to be"? I asked. “On Natoma Street". 
The pride in his tone was beautiful to her. Fashionable neighbor- 
hood! Natoma Street! In truth, there is not so much in being fashion- 


able as in having people think that you are. 


Every Arabian that I met expressed a desire to stay here for~ 
ever and a day, because “there is more money to be made here," go 
little Arabia will continue to grow until you and every one here will 
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I left Second Street with the sensation that the rose-colored 
motes had been rudely plucked from my eyes, and I had been made to 


see things as they are even to the destruction of beautiful dreams. 


O, Arabia, land of the sheltering palm and the stilly night, 
of the snowy tent and the desert gold, where latticed pane and 
languid eyes answer the moonlight serenade! Where, where are thy 
fair-famed enchantments? Where are thy whispering camels and thy 
languid peace? "We make more money!" This, then, is the outcome 
of all thy glory and perfection "We make more money!" Alas, van= 
ished mirage, we commonplace Americans can produce that sentiment 


ourselves and save the expense of the foreign label. 
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Persian. 


Frank was born tn Persia: ancient Persia, whose history 
dates back to the days of Genghis Khan. Shortly after his birth, 
however, his family took up their abode in Armenia, 

With his wife and two children, he started for San Fran- 
cisco in the year nineteen hundred and twenty-one via the route of 
India and China thence across the Pacific. One particular reason of 
his coming here, was on account of his brother, already here, and 
who felt that Frank could better himself here as he had done, 

Fortunate from the time he landed here,in that he ob-~ 
tained employment immediately as a-janitor,Frank has worked steadily 
at the same job ever since. Speaking fluent Fnglish and now a citizen, 


he is now a conscientious Ameriean, 
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Henry Harrison, serdiciictned) Haroun 

Along the steep, terraced slopes of the mountains of the Yemen 
interior between Taiz and Yerim, behind Aden, in Arabia are small plante 
ations of the Khat farmer, Khat,"the flower of Paradise! &s derived from 
an Arabic worde"kut," meaning, "reviving principle," which is the quality 
and most salient property of the plante-that of raising the spirits, and 
encouraging the bodily strength of those who chew its leaves, 

The khat plant is hardy and mst have a cool, even temperature 
removed from the salt air and must be grown in an elevation of 4,000 to 
6,000 ft. 

Hussein el Haroun first saw the light of day on his father's khat 
plantation in the district of Makatra. His early years were spent around 
these plants and as soon as he able to, he helped his father in their culte 
ivation, The plant bears no peens/a0 flowers but is grown from cuttings. 
After the field was flooded and ae water absorbed by the soil, Hussein 
toddled about helping his father cover it with goat droppings. Later they 
set out the cuttings in shallow holes, 4 to 6 ft. apart, covered them with 
earth and protected them by thorn twigs and cactus so that the cows and 
camels could not nibble at the young plants, 

The young shrubs are 2 ft. high at the end of a year and thickly 
spread and Hussein and his father and possibly a helper or two would Fae) 
out daily into the field to see the portents of harvest time, And than 
one morning the air would be thick with bulbuls, sparrows and other birds 
descending upon the plants. “Allah be praised, the fruit is ripe for mare 
ket3" said Hussein’s father and called his women, children and neighbor's 
wives to help crop picking, Then he and his cronies would gather to drink 
Kishar and smoke the hubbuk, while the womenfolk harvested the khat, The 


first crop was distributed among the neighbors, in the name of Allah and 
all rejoiced to make sure that Allah's blessings would always go with all 
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Hussein el Haroun oo2e 
succeeding crops. 

Hussein's early youth was simple, happy and untutored. All he 
knew was a little of the Koran, taught him by his father and the village 

Imam, He liked to talk with Abdul, the camel driver whose small caravan 
brought the khat to the market in Aden, four days distmt by camel~back. 
Abdul brought him news of the world beyond as he knew it and he had many 
wonderful tales to tell cf the market place, the coffee houses, the Mabrazes 
(corresponding to tagerns in the western world, a private mabraz is prace 
tically the same thing as a man’s den in the west) Little Hussein was ine 
trigued. He said, "Oh, friend Abdul, will you take me with you to the 
world of which you speak?" 

And so it happened that when Hussein was twelve years old and his 
father died, he bade hie mother farewell and rode with Abdul, the khat carrier 
out into the world beyond, About 2,500 camel loads of khat reach Aden every 
year and most of chase are of the Moqtari kind which was the variety grown 
by Hossetats father. Other varieties are mathans maberrah, gaashani, mooli, 
baladi and the most expensive, Bokhari. 

In the market place at Aden the mltitude collected about 11 Otcléck 
in the morning for the arrival of the khat caravans and the auctioning of 
the plents for that was the only way the khat was sold, this method running 
true to form for the Arabic love of bargaining, The tax receipts were hande 
ed in by the camel drivers at the gate to the city. They stopped at the inn 
to refresh themselves after their long journey, with hubbuk, Kishar or curds, 
while shrewd, little youngsters collected around the camels to thrust ap praise 
sing glances at their burdens. "What, oh, Kawaji, is the quality of your 
khat today?" “Has it been spared from desert dust?" "Ig it fresh and juicy?® 
The bazear merchants pay these urchins to find out the truth about the khat 
for it is to be auctioned off, every bundle of it and they will know better 


how to bargain and to bid, 
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Hussein el Haroun sotn 


For two years Hussein acted as khat scout for the merchant to 

whom Abdul took him. He then entered the home of a wealthy customer of 
the merchant as body-servant and his main duties consisted in dancing 
attendance upon his master in his private mabraz. He waited faithfully 
on his master as only oriental servants are wont to do, he marketed for 
him , he read the Koran with him. Sometimes his patron would teke him aside 
and sey, "What think you to do with your life, little one? You donot wish 
always to be a servant," And he told him of a great country, called Amere 
ica, where his own son was living, and he whetted Hussein's fancy greatly. 
In the market place of Aden he heard speak of Bagdad, Damascus, Beirut but 
only vaguely of America, And he wondered more and more, And so one day he 
said "By the will of Allah, oh Master, I must go into the world,once more 
searching for more of life than there is here in Aden. Allah has placed 
that craving in my heart," And his master said, "Go, my lad and peace be 
with you." And he presented him with coins, which he added to those he 
had thriftily saved against this dayo 

So at sixteen, Hussein again set forth to face his fate. It brought 

Damascus and then to 
him next to/\Mecca where all good Mohammedans go once in their lifetime if 
at all possible. When Hussein left Aden he joined a caraven going to Damase 
cus, There he found employment with a rug merchant who was not kind to hin 
as his previous masters had been but he worked hard and kept his coin always 
adding to his former store of wealth, For about a year he lived in Damascus 
but he was more than ever anxious to go elsewhere, always keeping America, 
that strange land in the back of his mind, Sometime, he knew he would get 
there. One day in wandering through the city, he saw an old Arab sheik who 
strangely intrigued him, He was a tall, handsome man abot 60 years old, 
@ressed in the garb of the desert and his eye was keen and piercing. He 


trailed around the city after this shiek who had come from a long distance 


and was buying much produce and wares. 
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Hussein el Haroun aden 

The shfk finally noticing the led who was following him about all 
day asked him, "Why do you follow my shadow, young one?” And Hussein said 
"I know you have come from a far country and you are buying much as if for 
a long journey, do you contemplate perhaps going to America?” The shfdk 
told him that he knew little about America but he invited him to join his 
Caravan, Gladly Hussein accepted and so it came about that Hussein became 
as the shiek" s son. He was going to Mecca, with slaves from Aftkca for the 
Mecca slave market and to make the pilgrimage for the good of his soul, 
Mecca, to worship at the shrine ef the Prophet, what good fortune for Hussein? 

After Mecca, Hussein lived two years in the tents of the Bedouins, 
Hig friend the Shéek was as a father to him. Sometimes the days were diffe 
icult on the desertg so little to drink and not too much to eat for weeks at 
a time. There was warfare with hostile tribes, he saw Ibrahim, the Shiekle 
son cut open by a sabre. There were raids on negro kraals or villages to 
capture slaves, which the caravan traded in at various slave markets} But 
there were beautiful nights on the desert around the campfire and there was 
& wonderful ectectiol fen w between the Shiek and Hussein, And finally one 
day they arrived at a seaport town and the Shak called Hussein to him and 
he said, "My son, you are young and I am very anxious that You make the most 
of your life." I have been hearing much lately of that lana they call Amere 
ica, they say it is the land of youth. You must go there for I know that ig 
what is in your heart, Never did this fine ola man forget Hussein's wish to 
go there, He loved him, he knew it would be "Goodbye" forever and yet he 
bade him go. He bought him passage on a boat to America and so Hussein set 
sail for the land of which he had thought so much, 

In New York followed years of struggle and privation. He studied dilie 
gently for his book education had been sadly wanting. But his life in the 


past had fortified his character. He went to that hayen of refuge for all 
ambitious foreignors in this great melting potethe night schoole and he worked 
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at odd jobs in the daytime, sometimes selling, repairing oriental rugs 

and the like. And in this manner he finally obtained a good position in 

the fine rug department of a large department.store in New York. When the 
occasion arose he was sent back to the old country as buyer for the concern 
and then at last while barely thirty he opened his own rug business, Times 
were good and his business prospered and he opened branches in various cities, 
And so he came to San Francisco and while at first he had only come on business 
he remained to make it his home, He married an American woman and his children 
are college bred and quite western in their ways and thoughts, As time went on 
he took up other investments, bought real estate, sold farms and ranches to 
people of his blood and branched out in other ways. He is now approximately 
80 years of age but hale and hearty and loBks no more than seventy at the most. 
His mind is active and most of his associates are Americans. Many people donot 
know of his extraction. Not that he is ashamed of it but he feels that they 
cannot possibly understand what his life had been in the distant past. He has 
always thought tenderly of the fatherly Sh@ak who made it possible for him to 

- come to America, But he took the religion of his wife here in America and bee 
came thoroughly Americanized. Frequently one would see him sunning himself in 
Union Square opposite the Plaza Hotel which up to last year has been his home 
since Wisivite died and his children married, But seeing this mild, kindly old 
man, welledressed,with all the earmarks of a successful American business man 
who would ever think that Mr, Henry Harrison had the colorful past of Hussein el 
Haroun, | the name of his childhood and early youth )a¢ present hé is on a tour 
around the world. He is making one last effort to revive the memories of his 


childhood and we hope that he is content with his success and has no regrets. 
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Market place before the camels have arrivea, 
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of a wealthy patron. 
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Khat caraven on its way from the plantations to town 


2s oe : 
Kha, carrier of Yemen 


Syrian Mahmal on its way to Mecca :, emt Tan 


Mahmal is an annual present of tapestries, gold species and other gifts. 


Pilgrims encamped optside Mecca. They wear a special garb, 


Preparing couscous, Arab version of Irish stew 
chief dish of the desert. 


This patriarch is a Sheik 
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Desert campfire 


Women peasants working the harvest 
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Michael, nick name Mickey, was born in 1884 
near Cedars of Lebanon, Deir-El-Komar, a city of 
fifteen thousand inhabitants, 

The memory of Mickey's life began at the age 
of five years, when he was still nursing at his 
mother’s breast. He began to realize that he was 
a yoine man; grew ashamed to think that a young man 
of his age and leader of his playmates, should 
continue at his mother's breast. He “immediately 
discontinued his nursery. In later years he began 
to realize that this good old fashioned nursing is 
what mdde him strong, healthy and vigorous and 
placed him in the leadership of his playmates or 
Bang, also being the only child, he received advantages 
that some of his pJaymates did act cet. 

Toys were practically unknown to Mickey or 
other children in that neighborhood, their amusements 
consisted chiefly of games requiring native ingenuity 
and physical exercise. At the age of seven, his 
pet goat, Kumpey, was one of his greatest amusements. 
Mickey trained the coat when very young to use its 
instinct, or goat habit of defense, to bump with his 
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head. “his was a daily amusement for Mickey and his 
playmates; however, after Bumpey grew up, this kind 
of sport did not appeal to the youngsters so muchy 
because Rumpay was on the alert at all times for 
someone to stoop or play in a certéin manner. 
Rumpey, frequently upset some of the youngsters 
playing by his swift action and bumping. fhe rough 
sport of fompey caused him to land in the pasture 
with the fleck of goats. 
After losing Rumpey as a playmate, a swimming 
club was organized, Mickey being the organizer. 
The svimming pool being quite a distance from the house, 
a definiate time was set to go swimming each day. 
This created considerable enthusiasm and a lot of 
fun for himself and piayesthe and each morning Mickey 
would wait mtiently for the afternoon hour to arrive, 
for the playmates to gather, and leave for the } 
swimming pool. This was the tappiest hour of the day. 
The age of nine shall not’ be forgotten because 
of the lesson that he learned from his: playmates. 
fhe custom was that the first thursday in February be 
set aside as a holiday, or considered so, for every-~ 


one to drink hard drinks (Anisette). Mickey and his 
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Playmates eerly on *hursdey morning prepsred their 
food and provisions. “ goat skin filled with wine, 
they sterted out for the near by forest of Cedars 

to e cave and a well. “he cave was eo natural erosion 
of ature, and the well, a spring known for centuries. 
The cave was deep enough to accomodate fifty people. 
A herd effort of forest climbing brought them to the 
cave to eat and drink wine mixed with snow; efforts 
were made to give proper and appropriste speeches 

in the pirates cave. After a few hours of amusement 
they consumed all of their eats and drinks. 

They sterted their journey homeward so as to | 
reach home by six in the evening, as instructed by 
Mickey's mothers Mickey as their leader, naturally 
felt that he had to take the lead in drinking wines. 
On the journey homeward he found thet things were not 
as well as should be; however, they managed to reach 
home in time for a delicious dinner. “he dinner 
consisted chiefly of Okra stew. Everyone enjoyed 
the dimase but Mickey; however, Mickey was happy to see 
his playnates enjoy the dinner, After the playmates 
left and returned to their homes, Mickey said to his 
mother, " did not feel like eating but was happy 


to see- the boys enjoy their dinner.” The mother said 
that happiness comes from making others happy. Misery 
comes from making others miserable» 

Mickey was very such Lepreased with the social 
customs that prevailed in that part of the country. 

No family, exeept on rare occasions, would spend 
their evenings alone, if some neighbors did not call 
before a certain hour, they would go mt and call on 
gome neighbors that were at home. To spend the 
evening, occasionally the elders would call at a home 
and visit where Mickpy did not find any playmateds 
this spoiled the evening for him, Especially prepared 
or good cooked meals were not eaten without someone 
being invited to participate in eating them, and 
many times Mickey's friends were the lucky ones to 
be invited. 

After the age of nine Mickey was allowed to carry 
the prepared dough to the public bake ovens where the 
bread was baked. The ovens were constructed of 
marble on one side, wood on the other. twenty one 
by fifteen feet in size. ‘The bread texture was 


a@ifferent than that in any other country, and is known 
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as "salt rising" bread. The public bakers baked the 
bread on a percentage basis. Mickey would patiently 
wait to take the bread home for which he would receive 
several fresh slices. 

‘he house Mickey lived in was five hundred years 
old and is still standing there today. Built of 
stone, very comfortable and cozy. In the cold, snowy, 
winter days, Mickey would love to build up a big 
fire in the fire place with charcoal, then lie @own 
in front and dream of his future. From the age of 
seven, most of his evenings were spent with the commnity 
story teller, the adwission being three cents which 
included a cup of coffee. Stories of all descriptions 
were told and read by this man. Music also played 
a big part in the young mang life. 

Because Mickey was the only child and his parents 
were quite well to do financially, he received many 
things, and added pleasure that aversce younsters 
did not get. His father bought him a cat that seemed 
almost human. The cat understood most anything that 
ae; told, that is, pertaining to his daily life 
and duty, as well as play. Mickey thought that there 


was no other cat in the world that could equal him, 
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although he was not a pet for outdeor sport, but 
furnished amusement in and about the House in 
conjunction with his two birds. 

The cat would never touch or eat anything 
without first being given permission. When there 
was anything about the house that appealed to his 
smelling taste, he would either stand or lie down 
close by and remaia until he was either given a part 
of the article to eat, or told to get away, that 
the same was not for him. } 

Oné day the lady of the house placed some 
meat in the air cooler but left the door open. A 
neighbor cat happened around where the cooler was 
so the cat of the house immediately picked up the 
piece of beef steak carried same in the kitchen and 
placed it on the lap of Mickey's mother. Noticing 
the strange cat, they immediately set about to make 
a thoragh test to see if their loving pet cat really 
had the intelligence as appeared. They found recurenced 
under similar instances later. This became a talked 
of cat in the neighborhood, Mickey being the proud 
pal. 

As to his two birds; on was a Goldn Yrial, 


the size of a canary whos singing was of a very sweet 
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rolling tone. The other, bulbul, black feathered 
with yellow spots, the size of a quail bob tail. This 
Bulbul learned to talk and sing very quickly and 
understand the language. Always et the beck and call 
of the lady of the house, he would come and go at 
a command, Hasson, the canary, ami Bulbul; while one 
is singing ceerfully, the other is jumping from 
shoulder to shoulder talking. The guests of the house 
squatted on a Damascus made mat under a jasamine tree, 
. very fragrant when flowering. Clear air, bright moon- 
lit nights with a breeze flowing over the trees 
occasionally caused a flower to fall, giving consider- 
able amusement. A game was played; the one that was 
blessed with the greatest number of flowers to fall 
on them would be considered, either the queen or king 
for the evening. This afforded a very beautiful and 
enjoyable pastime, particularly for Mickey, his 
sweetheart, and playmates. In fact, this amusement 
very popular in the season when the flowers were 
falling. 

There were a number of trees yielding various 
fruits uncommon to us but delicasees of the east, 


grown in Mickey's garden. There were what is known 
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as Zaghrauer, a little round red fruit like cranberries; 
the Hamblass, a round green fruit; Annab date, which 
all were very delicious, but the finest and best of 
all, that Mickey loved so well, was the Mausey Fig. 
The fig tree was cleimed to be several hundred years 
old, the fruit ripened very late in the fall after the 
snow began to fly, or rather after November the first. 
This fig, when ripe, would be filled with juice, 
syrup like; end when real ripe the juice would begin 
to drip out at the bottom , or the flowering end. 
Each year Mickey would wait patiently for the fruit 
to ripen, sometimes he could not control his patience 
and would pick some of the fruit before it was 
thoroughly ripe. It was not se good but he felt that 
he had to eat it just the same, resulting in a 
stomach ache, and in addition, a scolding from his 
mother. The tree was very large and produced an 
abundance of fruit each year, in fact, so much that 
they could not use it themselves; their friends, 
fortunately, shared ina large portion of the crpp. 
One thing Mickey will never forget, was the 
sport that he and his pal used to have in guarding 
the trees in the evening s during the time the fruit 
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was ripening. lhere were a few boys in that neigh- 
borhood that were of the opinion that stolen fruit 

was the sweetest and tasted the best; and that still 
remains a truism. they used to sneak around in the 
dark, climb up the tree and eat all the fruit they 
wanted. With a few extra in their pockets, they would 
cuietly come off the tree, then make their getaway. 
Mickey got wise to them. 4e, his pal, and several 


other boys set out guards, surrounded the tree, station- 


ed at eertain distant locations. Nothing happened 

the first two nights, the third night the little 
thieves made their appearance, single file in a very 
quiet manner. Arriving at the tree they climbed it, 
and proceeded to satisfy their appetites. About that 
time, with the cuardsman singnal, they Slosed in and 
captured the thiefs perched on limbs in the tree 
eating figs. The question then arose, what to do 
with them? There were only three in the group and six 
in the group guarding the tree. It was decided that 
they would have to receive some punishment, and agreed 
that the boys would have to come down, one by one, 


each receiving three good licks with a flexible limb 
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of a tree. ne of the boys wold bend them over his 
knee, the other administer the penalty as prescribed, 
the other four would stand guard. After puting the 
tree theives through the degree, they were given a 
few seconds start on a run, and were told if they were 
caught by them again before reaching home they would 
get three moré switches. : 

This news spread to all the youngsters in the 
neighborhood and no more guards were necessary. 
Mickey, returning to the house rather liate, of course, 
he had to tell his mother of the wonderful capture 
they made and the punishment inflicted upon the thieves. 
His mother agreed that the boys did not do right. 
Mickey then recalled the instance of day when he had 
hid friends to dinner; the day his mother told him 
happiness comes from making others happy, and misery 
likewise. He then told his mother that he believed 
he did not do right to those boys and why. ‘he next 
day, Mickey set out to find the boys and invite them 
over to have a fig eating party, not only the tree 
thieves were invited, but also the five that helped 
Mickey in the capture. they all had a jolly good time. 
In later years Mickey found the little tricks had a 
very good effect on all the boys including himself and 
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realized that the few words spoken by his mother, at 
the proper time, accomplished much with Mickey, and 
indireétly with many other boys, through Mickey. 

Mickey was beginning to realize that a good deed 
will always return, but later found that he became 
almost too generous and popular in life, not realiz- 
ing that he should somewhat choose his companion. 

He found hims.i2 and associated ina deplorable 
condition by use of intoxicating liquor, and did not 
realize that the effect would or my result in a bad 
habit, finally discovered that he crew very fond of 


sS strong liquor. Instead of stopping the indulgence, 


h e dicided that he would limit himself and that will 
answer the future question, but later in years he 
realized and wished many times that he had stopped 
drinking the strong drinks at the time when he began 

to realize the effect, he would be far better off today. 
He is now suffering from the effects,¢ and realizes 
that the liquor and indulgence, from the time he was 

a youngster, to thisday, had caused him little fortunes 
many unhappy day¢, and finally resulted in a complete 
breakdown. (7his will be explained in a later issue). 
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At the age of eleven his mother died, leaving 
Mickey and his father in great sorrow. or several 
months Mickey would not go out and play with his pals 
as he used to, but would stay at home or accompany his 
\father-inchis daily duties. this finally grew burden- 


some and hs decided that he. would rather stay at home 
and play with his pleymates. | 
(At this time Mickey grew conéious of the beauty 

that surrounded and existed in the house he lived in 
and in which he had been born, Memories of his mothe r 
returned to him, one by one, and he, trying to do, 

and doing, some things that his mother told him, _ 
came to realize that "Happiness comes from making othes 
happy." He would go around the house and admire 
the things his mother had arranged, Mickey later 
found that a home without a mother was not so good, 

no motter hein good and kind his father was. One 

day, feeling blue, Mickey asked his father if he wa ld 
get another nice mother for him, and sure enough a 
stepmother arrived with a daughter two years younger 
than himself. They both were very nice, a real 
mother, and areal girl siaveate, In a very short 

time things again appeared like home, 
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Wickey was given every advantage possibile; 
and so decided to first get a good education. His 
parents were willing to cive him this and he finally 
entered what was known as the American Vollege, | 
founded in 1864, by Dr. Henry Van Dyke, taking up 
Turkish, Arabic, #nglish and French. ‘This is now 
Called the American University and covers seventy 
five acres. This course cost him one hundred and 
thirty pounds a yeer for tuition and board. 

He found himself very successful in his studies, 
and wrote arficles for newspapers thet surprised the 
publisher as well as himself, as he was burning with 
love anc ambition; this was at the age of seventee. 

At thet age, Mickey became an ardent reader of 
Arabian Knights, and was eager for adventure. 
horse, gum, and women were the height of his ambition. 
.4 horse to carry him; a gun to protect him; a woman 
to love him. This i$ what forced Mickey to forge 
ahead and prove himself a real man. He had an Arabian 
horse which was exceptionally well trained, and te 
became an exceptionally good horseman whizé attending 
cOllegee His father also had a horse; both these 
horses were trained for fighting. Several other young 
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men in the neighborhood had horses thst were trained, 
They would occasionally stage a war manouver, Hig 
father being exceptionally well posted in this line 
of sport, generally walked away with the honors, with 
the exception of two occasions, when liickey ari his 
pals planned a warrier or manouver contest, This 
was planned in a manner that Mickey's father did not 
see in time. The plot that was worked out by the 
boys, was to trap him. In the end the elder acknowe 
ledged his defeat, and this proved e great day for 
Mickey. He was proud of his victory, and a here in 
the eyes of his sweetheart and palls., This brought 

a great confidence in his young life, growing greater 
with ambition and adventure, 

At the age of eightéen, while attending the 
University, competing with his fellow students, he 
studied very hard, averaging twelve hours a day at 
hid studies, Not being accustomed to herd work, 
life became gomewhat of a Grudgery, sacrificing many 
hours of pleasure that some other fellow students 
took advantage of ; not that he couldn't afford it, 
as he hed a sufficdéent allowance, but felt that he 
wanted to master his assigned studies and rank amongst 
the highest in the class, and so he did, However, 
in later months the long hours and hard studies 
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became a drudgery. Having successfully mastered several 
years of University studies, and being able to speak 
four languages, he felt himself well equipped to shift 
for himself. 

Mickey asked his father for his anproval of his 
adventure; this was granted. Kealizing that the boy 
was burning with ambition, he gave him fifteen hundred 
dollars as a start for him in a business venture. 

His father being a young man once upon a time himself, 
realized fully the feeling end desires of a young man 
of that age. Mickey immediately informed the principal 
of his gchool that he was about to leave the College 
to set out to make a mark for himself. Realizing 
that he was fairly well equipped with knowledge of 

the business world, together with his education, he 
felt thet he was well able to master any problema 

that may confornt him, which, however, did not always 
preve out fully as he anticipated, but did not en- 
counter any serious difficulties. O[bsticals that 
developed during his travels wee merely a step to 
greater knowledge, realizing this, he was prepared 
and sometimes felt that the more problems that con= 
‘fronted him, the greater and more powerful he would be 
some day. Sut Mickey found that his experiences 
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proved to closely coincide with the information and 
advice that hie father gave him from time to time. 

Mickey decided he would go to South Africe and 
start some kind of « business. The two weeks of 
prepsration shall never be forgotten. ome farewell 
receptions were given in his honor. In these receptions 
he received advice of all descriptions. in fact, so 
much that he waa finally compelled to forget alli of 
them and follow his own conscience dictations. 

Mickey set out for South “frica. Arbiving at 
Marseilles he met ea countryman, wo persuaded him to 
come to the United States with him, Needless to say, 
it did not take much persuasion to change his mind. 
They were off for, what was known to them, the good — 
old United States. On the steamer sailing for the 
United States, Mickey met a very fine gentleman, an 
American, who became very friendly. “his man had a 
wide business experience and fran him, he Learned and 
received mich good advice regarding the methods of 
doing business in the United States, 

He arrived at New York with approximately a thous- 
and dollars, filled with courage and ambition. Bat 
there was always something lingering in his mind, 
largely thoughts of the girl that he had left behind, 
and the good father that provided so well for him. 
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Nearly every night after retiring he would spend at 
least a few minutes in meditation of the ones thot he 
head left behind; the good old home where he was born 
and raised and the many other things that he had to 
leave behind. 

Shortly after, his father sold his home and moved 
to Egypt. About the same time, the girl that he loved 
decided to come to the United States, arriving at 
Caire, Egypt, she met e man and was married. All 
these heppenings, the old home sold, the girl thet 
he loved married, changed many of the plans, that he 
had in mind for the future. In fact, he grew very 
much disgusted, and never made friends with girls 
for ten yesrs. He left for ‘irginia to visit a 
countryman, then to lafayette where he started a saloon, 
which proved a success. Having the roaming fever, i 


he sold his businese and left for Beaumont, Texas! 
where he joined the army and fought in the Wetld War. 


On the return to private life form the army, 
not having any particular ability or trade to go to, 
he went from place to plece in search of some work. 
Comnaon ordinary trades of labor never appealed to hém. 
He traveled down the entire coast and studied conditions, 
and looked for opprrtunity to enter into some business. 
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Hot having much money, he found that the business 
that he wanted required more capital than wht he 
had. Finally, he found thet it was necessary for him 
to buckle down to one thing or another on account 
hid finances running low. He landed in Los Angeles, 
where he met some of his countrymen who were in the 
merchandising business, dealing principally in imported 
wenring apparel. He décided thst bhat would be a 
good line to sell. | 

Not having any training in salesmanship, he 
spont a little on coaching, then started out with a 
certain number of samples; such as pajamas, underwear, 
robes and articles of that nature. Wany of the 
articles were American made, except that they were 
copied from oriental designs; however, all was of 
first class material and workmanship. They all sold 
for a ve ry high price, some of the articles netted 
him one hundred percent profit. Because that Mickey . 
is a typical Syrian gentleman, with a good personality, 
he believing that he could sell the merchandise 
principally on account of his knowledge of the materials 
as they are made in the old country. After more oF 


less study and rehearsing his sales program and manner 
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of presentation, he felt that he was qualified to atte 
empt his new business venture, he left Los Angeles 
for Pasadena as advised b y his firms; with some leads. 

The first day was one of preliminary work for 
appointments. ‘The second day, however, he received 
an order for a forty dollar bath robe, with leads 
to others, some of which were very valuable customers 
later on. Hig first call proved fruitless due to 
the fact that hés introduction wae not from the proper 
source. He found out the reason why he was not 
recognized, and immediately set out to get a start 
from the proper channel of introduction. 

First he called on the secretary of a wealthy 
gentleman that he wanted to see. ‘The secretary was 
interested in the garments and made an appointment 
for Mickey to call at his home on a certain time 
and day when his wife would be there. Not only 
samples were displayed before them but many very 
attrsctive garments were brought over from Los “ngeles; 
garments that would interest them. The garments all 
were marked up to uw very high price; however, for an 
introductory offer they wold reduce the prices twenty 
five percent, with the understending that the lady 
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would make special efforts to display the garments 
that she purchased at a party or tea given at the home 
of the wealthy gentleman. 

4 few days later Mickey received a call from the 
lady of the house. ‘he firm immediately made a special 
selection of garmente, and what not, which were 
delivered in proper carrying cases at her mansion, shar tly 
after Mickey called. The delivery of the parcels were 
made by an especially fine delivery car. After the 
display of the articles it was learned that there was 
a certain garment that the lady wanted; a telephone 
call was put Shrough and the garments arrived within 
a short time, this was a very profitable day for 
Mickey, leaving there with approximately a four hundred 
dollar sale. The er iginal sale was approximately 
five hundred dollars, the balance ef one hundred 
dollars was made account a reduction in prices on 
other articles that were not so much in demand. Oh 
what a day. 4 nwntths wages in one day for Mickey. 

“nis was not all, he also was given a card of introd- 
uction to a friend of this wealthy man Hickey realizing 
the fact that the friend being in the merchandising 
business, he could not get by with the absorbenant 
prices, so he decided that he would try to sell him 
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goods for his store for retail purpose. This idea 
worked out very nicely, but with a emaller margin 
of profit, but e good businesa, principally on 
account the sale to the wealthy party. 

in a few months tims, Mickey found it more 
difficult for his importer to secure the class of 
merchandise, principally on account the war conditions. 
Growing worse as time went on, finally it became 
necessary to leok for an other line or liveliheod. 
However, in the cight months or so made a very hadsome 
profit, and had enough money saved up to enter into 
some bDusinesa that coul: be carried on with less 
than ten thousand. | 

Trying one thing and another, finally came to 
San Francisco to lease one of the highest class 
apartment haisese. At first business was good with ful 1 
house, serving old country styhe dishes which were - 
very populer. However, as time drifted on, and the 
so céaled depression became more noticeable, the guests 
began to couplain that they could not make ends meet, 
some leaving for cheaper quarters, othere remaining 
but were not able to meet their Bilis. “he house 
carried them month after month with small payments, 


until it finally got so that the house could not meet 
their obligations and finally was forced to give it 
UDe The struggle and worries over, finances brought 
about sickness ami distress. 

Mickey was a very powerful man, physically as 
well as mentally, until later yearse He knows not bhe 
power of his success, in fact, most all Syrians are 
very powerful, and they sre great people to venture e 
Many leuve their native country, for a while, to seek 
a fortune, and a big majority do make it. “hey, in 
many Cases, return home to their people to dispisy 
their. Success. Many enter business, others lobby 
around, critisize, dissaprove, and even critisize 
their government, some even defy their government, in 
which case, the man generally finds himself in the 
military serviés, and those that enter business in 
most cases, become dissatisfied and want to get 
away. in nearly every csse they realize very little 


out of the property thet they paid a handsome price 


for; they leave for other parts to make another fortune, 


and most of them return to the United States where 


‘they made their first, so-called, fortune, be it large 


or small. 
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‘ “there are five Naify brothers the eldest of whom is about fifty years old A 
“and | the youngest about st pey: _ They are extremely wealthy people and own and operate 
‘the New Castro, New Fillmore, New, Mission and ie tiebds Movie houses aw well as others : e 
~~ in California. , 
They were born in a country village near Dauesbus! That is a type of ane 
country as it borders on a great desert but is well watered by beautiful rivers. The 
soil is hence unusually fruitful and there are marvellous orchards and a great variety 
of flora. This section is avcarpet of flowers most of the time. Scarlet poppies, ; 
crimson anemones, blue cornflowers, yellow marigolds, white narcissue( said to be the” 
rose of Sharon of Bible fame) While the Crusaders brought many fruits and seeds and. 


flowers back to Europe with them , they also brought European flora to the Orient with 
then. ! 4 
The Naify feels. were of the real Syrian Fellaheen (peasants). They owned their 
little land and cultivated it. Of course the agriculture was as leisurely as it was 
primitive and probably is mach the same even today. The sit while eeaene and thresh 
by standing upon boards studded by flints iphiek oxen draw over the Mhomntue floors. 
Their ploughs are but iron-shod sticks which scratch the surface of the field. 
But their svectal concern and interest was the cultivation of the apricot. The ap- 
ricot of this region is luscious, of an overwhelming sweetness, large as an apple tut < ee 
very delicate. tee Be not to be found in any other part of the world. Attempts have 
been made to soclimatise it to other countries ‘tat these attempts have aborted. 
| The father died when the boys were all very young ae the mother carried on with 
the help of her children. They had no opportunity for education, isolated as they were . 
on their little property near the tiny and very primitive village. In this region a 


88 group of ihe ay resided-—Hegroes, ircabalonn. Arabs, Turks, ib tbete and Druse. For 


the Netty’ brothers Ae the: ree of thel s precedenca dl 


oo Brekiel, Mihail, Jamil, cree Thetr farm rendered ine a very modest 


Co . not support them with any degree of comfort. So when the two ainest becane 

: of age their abiectivars was the United States. They got enough money together for 

vi passage to America the cheapest way possible. 

in But although very poor the mother contiderety toa ty because she had ae 
sons, From the days of the bible to the present day, barreness has been looked 
upon as a sign of divine disfavor, a calamity. "Give me children or else I die." 
Rachel's cry in theeoapis does not exaggerate the distress of a childless Syrian 
wife. In contrast to American reticence is such matters is the fact that at the 
‘marriage feast the main wish for bridegroom and bride is thus expressed, "May you 
be happy, live 7s and have many children," and shortly after the wedding she 

x friends of the young couple begin asking them ashes prospects for an Hi ‘pros= 

pective mother does ‘not attempt to disguise the signs of the approaching event. In 

fact she is proud of the fact. In Hastern peoples, especially Semites, ‘reproduction 

of life is sacred. Bestonvety eu is looked ing with rejoicing. And reproduction 


of the male is looked ‘upon as even more fee than the female, 


1 : ‘The Oriental cannot understand the extreme reserve maintained by the Anglo} 


Saxon in these matters. To him reproduction is sublime and he cannot seo why one _ 
should be ashamed to speak anywhere of the fruits of wedlock-~of a woman with child, — 
a According to general Syrian custom, in earliest infancy a babe is not clothed 2 
at swaddled. Bpon birth the ‘imitest is bathed then rubbed gently with salt pulverived 


ns a stone mortar nahi for the oceasion( in Syria coarse Goornee salt is gener 


oe The infant ue 


This caston 


brothers were ‘tended to and corried about by their older Groviera. 


pal) 


tot is real ea | aban. “The e tors were fast friends as they grew up together at 


s well as to each other, 


In describing such 


a Mice custome | it night te well to show that in certain sections in Syria to ‘sey 


to & person that he was not nga ted " at birth is to invite trouble, That is a 
"pronounced insult. Onty | a "benduq" (bastard) is so neglected, 
The Nai ty fenily was also extremely religious, They belonged to the 
Greek Orthodox Church. ‘The presentation of a child at the Church is one of most 
tender and. impressive “services the Greek pier aes Church, On the first Sabbath 
aay stint forty days from LE Sg the m other cerries the infent to the door of the 
church during mags suet the priest neets the mother and receives the child in his 


arms, 


‘After certain rites have been performed end prayers said over the child — 


” 


in the chureh, the priest. then vive ru the child back to its mother, The rites are 


| eer and shorter roe the female then for the male child, 
Ms Ths The gay clothing of ‘the east is proverbial, Even poorest peasants are 


: resplendent i colorful: reinent, Then Sergius end Ezekiel Naify arrived in New 


Tork, ‘the apparent trreLigiousness et the life in the new world appelled thea, ‘Te 


new world seened cola end 1 coloriess aus ee were Ohegorae of the most teporent, : 


feaily-- and they wanted to eke got to help their dear ones in Syria, They mtn 


he sot business until they finalty ‘opened ¢ a grocery” 
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Ernest Jacobsen 
December 14, 1936 
STATE-WIDE SURVEY OF MINORITY GROUPS IN CALIFORNIA 

Sarkees Joseph Rishwain was born in the town of Seril, Province 
of Mount Lebanon, country of Syria, in 1897. Seril was the only 
place in which Rishwain lived before coming to the United States as 
a boy fourteen years of age. He came direct to Stockton, and now 
is a merchant in this city. 

Rishwain recalls no organizations of his native land except the 
Roman Catholic Church to which he and his people belonged. In Stock- 
ton, however, he is a member of the local Syrian Benefit Society, 
which numbers about twenty-five members. There is no newspaper here 
in the Syrian vernacular, the nearest Syrian publication being "El 
Kawkab," published in Los Angeles and issued monthly. The Syrians 
here celebrate Christmas, New Year's Day, Easter Sunday, Pentecost 
and all regular holidays of the Roman Catholic Church to which the 
Stockton Syrians belong. The following folk tales or myths are 
known to them: Many centuries ago there lived a female monster who 
delighted in drinking the blood of men and devouring their flesh. 
This vampire also killed children and committed other horrible deds. 
For protection from this monster, the women wore on their breasts 
amulets containing seven names. These were also hung on doors of 
the inhabitants to keep her away. The seven names signified seven 
devilish practices of which this unpopular demon was supposed to 


have been guilty. 


| 


; ee 


ee ee ee 
- - . 


<i es ST ee ae ee ee ee ee 
es E oe et bs pete Fe eat 
ee a eae a 
—"s Re a ee ee 


Ps a, pb 
-ocer as edaen0 


ecatvord «f1108 Yo ayod uit nt ciod caw obowiteth dqpect et ze 
_ Yktto etd new Lite@ TOBE at ebLTY2 to ertnyos ionedad J 

as 2otn32 bedinU edt ot Bainios e10ted bevhi slewsde ta dio.batn *h 
won bas ,sotatoot™ ot toorth smeo oH 888 Yo eIbeyY soos wet * 
«Ytio eins nt tedotom 9 

ent Jyooxe bast evijsa eid to anottesinsyyo on eLisoor toned 
~#90t8 ot -begnoled efqoeq eld bas ed doldw ot slowed obfedds # 
cvdoloo’ 178898 nsixye Isool anit To xedmem set ‘sul croveratt 
eted teqsqewen on el etedT eredman evit-ytnows tuods enedmun £ 
Ia" geied moltsnifduq asixye teetsen ert «ts Lvosiniev aatayt« att 
aneityS ont _einteom ‘beweel base 2olagaA aod al bode tidug n. 
seonetned .yahane tetesd ,yed etiseY woll <pamtetrds etuxdelen | 
eit doidw ot dow) olfodte) asmoA eslt to. aysbliod telvget i 
ets esitym to eelet Alot guitwol Lor ext «BnoLed ansliye 0 

ofw totemom ofamet # bevil ened ops 2olwines Yasl sity “<4 
-eelt stent noiavoveb bas nem to boold edd antdatab mt oe 

-& ioab eld tyros Tasiso beds Linmoo bos mothtLtdo bef List osla sitqmsy 
etasord atedd 0 stow nemow estt ted enom elsds sot? aotsonsong 

_ to etocb no sussel ozls stew ogemT .eemsm never gataistioo ete. 
fever belt itlnigte eoment fever ofT .Yews teal qoot ot etnad ident | 
ot besoqque evew nomeb asLugoqay elt dotiw ‘Lo sesitosiq ett. 


Another folk tale is connected with the famous cedar forests of 
antiquity which are only ten miles from Seril, and concerns the 
following legend: The cedar forests were very valuable and trespass- 
ing was forbidden. To protect them the gods placed there a powerful 
monster with a beard resembling entrails. But he became a demon, 
and Gilgamesh, a legendary king, cut off the monster's head. His 
name was Humbaba. 

Prominent among the occupations in Seril was that of stone cutter. 
All houses were then made of stone, which was very plentiful. Farmers 
merchants, artisans, tailors, were prominent. Also, the raising 
of silk worms for the silk trade. In the United States the Syrians 
engage in farming, merchandising, stone-cutting, and in day-labor. 
Rishwain's father in Syria was a farmer. He had silk worms and raised 
fruit and olives. 

Very celebrated in literature in Syria was Jabran Kleel Jabran, 
noted writer, who died in New York, a few years ago. His body was 
shipped to Syria to be buried with his ancestors. A famous artist 


in Syria was Riagy Joseph Darien. 
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Antoinette Jackson 


THE MOHAMMEDAN COLONY, 


San Francisco's Mohammedan colony is small, but distinctive, 


consisting mainly of Syrians and Arabs, 


Ramadan is their most important holiday, It comes in the ninth 
month of the year, and is observed from sundown to sundown following 
the new moon, The night before the festival, the people spend most 
of their time feasting, the next day - due to custom - they read the 


Koran and, visit the Iman (Priest), 


Four minutes after sundown, the evening prayer is read, followed 
by rituals end ceremonies, They perform certain "Shadow Plays", usually 
these take place in a Greek restaurant. On the last of the ten days and 
nights of Ramadan, those who want healing or their prayers fulfilled, pray 


faithfully, for angels are supposed to come to earth with blessings, 
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Antoinette Jackson 


THE SYRIANS 


The Syrian colony consists of about 400 families closely united 


in the Syrian American Society, under the leadership of Dr. Simon 
Zahariah, 5294 Mission St. Arabic is the language used and the New 
York Syrian newspaper printed in Arabic is circulated here. Some 
members of the colony are Mohammedans, a few are Hebrews, and the 


remainder belong to the Greek Orthodox Church. 


Syrians are loyal to the land of their adoption, yet proud of 
their native country and consider their ancestry, its habits of live 


ing and industry as their greatest heritage. They own and operate 


most of the large shops of San Francisco, in which embroideries from 


Damascus and Sidon, rare bits of work done by peasant weavers, are for 


sale. They are active in many other branches of industry including 
motion pictures, tailoring, carpentry, dentistry, medicine, mame 


facturing, and farming. 


Their chief annual festival, the "Ramadan" falls on a differ~ 
ent date each year, according to the lunar calendar, always begine 
ning ten days prior to a new moon. Fasting begins at sunrise and 


ends at sunset, permitting a heavy meal to be eaten after that hour. 
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} 
This continues for one month, ending on the night of a new moon when 
a feast of several days’ duration begins. Tables are laid out in ad= 
Joining rooms, and so continuous is the feast that when the food on 
the first table is consumed, the guests may retire to the second table, 
while the hostess andi her assistants replenish the first. The nargileh, 
or water pipe, is med in the local colony of Syrian as by many other 


peoples of the Near East. 
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Violet England 


January 6, 1937 
Native Characteristics. Words - 2014 


The following are outstanding characteristics of the 
native of Syria: 


Keen business sense: The ~yrians are descendants of the 
Phoenician traders, caravan traders and shop-keepers. They 
have developed a genius for business- to such degree that some 
countries have refused them trading privileges. (Statement made 
in Syrian newspaper, in connection with the formation of Syrian- 
American Defense League to defend their trading privileges, etc.) 


Religious Feeling and Sensitiveness to spiritual values: 
Interest in religion is a prime motive in the lite ot Oyrians, 
be they Mohammedan or Christian. Immigrants are all, practically, 
Christian. 


Gentleness and Kindliness: Growing out of religious feeling, 
Tai ORRLSRO ANNES RDO Ek TRG RONPRRNNAENEST TRE SCRANERIS? - RNR TAESNNSMGEN TY e a ° 
possibly, is the trait of gentleness, which characterizes these 
people. 


Love of Travel: The proverb “Amongst the Aleppins, the lame 
one has reached india" exists by reason of the love of travel 
which is one characteristic of Syrians. 


Eastern vs. Western Standards: The native Syrian has a dis- 
position to despise as unworthy and paltry the materiality of the 
Western standards of living, while recognizing at the same time 
the value of its greater efficiency and the supnerior economic 
standard of living. 


Hase of Assimilating: (American Ideals, ambitions, etc. and 
of being assimilated into American life). ‘This, while not to be 
strictly considered a prime characteristic, is the resultant of 
this people's characteristics. The readiness with which Syrians 
become at one with their environment in the U.S. is perhaps 
partly accounted for by each of the foregoing characteristics; 

the reasons, upon a little consideration, being evident. Further, 
ages of struggle: have only enthroned more securely the democratic 
ideals for which the little country has long striven. 


MMIGRATION RECORDS. 

Concerning the very few Syrian immigrants who come direct 
to California the records of California Immigration Service, 
Angel Island, go back only to 1902; the Los Angeles office has 
no figures for Syrians entering California. 

The U.S. records are complete back to 1820, and segregation is 
made for Syrians giving California as their destination. In the 
tables following are set down for certain years the noe entering 
California. This indiaates the proportion only of those who 
came direct; many more than these came first to the East; later 
migrated to California, and of that mipration no figures have 
peen kept. These U.S. figures are here given in order to compare 
California arrivals with the total coming to U.S. and thus comple te 
in some degree the qeew euros 

The statement of one Syrian that the "first contingent came 
about 1879" is found correct, upon comparison with government 
econdain Also another statement that the “second contingent 
came 1887" is found enlightening, inasmuch as in that year the 
number becomes one of hundreds whereas only tens had come before. 
Further the reports bear out the man's statement that an the 
early 90's a large number came because religious persecution made 
safety uncertain. (See year 1891 which lists noe as 2488) The 
number for years following is thousands instead of hundreds. A 
peak of 9,000 is reached in years 1915-1914; there being at that 
time no qiota set. The World War threw Turkey, Britain and France 
into conflict in Syria and probably accounts for the great drop 
in immigration after 1914. The statement of another Syrian that 


there was a large influx in the early 20's, at the close of the 
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War, proves correct inasmuch as the figure for 1920 and 1921 
stands again thousands instead of hundreds (3047-5105). The 
fact that the French obtained a mandate over Syria in 1920 
although against the wishes of many Syrians, especially non- 
Christians, may signify dissension in Syria, which resulted 
in the migration of many to U.S. 

~-California Ports of Entry-~- 

From the records of the Port of San Francisco, head office 
Angel Island, the following are the available figures LOR 
Syrian immigrants who entered direct the port of San Franciscoe 

1927 - 5; 1928 - 8; 1929 - 16; 1950 a 1: 1931 -'8; 19SZ- <; 
1933 - 33 1934 - 4; 19355 - 9; 1936- to October - Te 

Departures from San Francisco during 1934-35 totalled 12; in 
1931 there were 2 departures; in 1926 one. 

As stated, Los Angeles Immigration Service reports having no 
figures for Syrians passing through that port, the oly other 
Californian port of entrye | 

~- U.S.lititgration Pigures-- 

From 1820 to 1870 Immigration Reports were made by Sec'y of 
State but appear only as Congressional documents. Report for 
year 1870-71 gives statement, by countries,of the noe of alien 
passengers arrived in U.S. from foreign countries from the 
commencement of the Government to the Slst. of Dec., 1969 inclusive. 


Segregation for Syria is as follows: 


Prior 1820=- 1831l= 1841 
e = qT 51- ap 
Go L829 1830 1840 1850 ae ae 
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Aggregate 


Further detail lists 2 as coming in year 1866 and 2 in year 1868. 


None came in first 3/4 of the year 1870. 
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Piseal years ended June 30th. 
1871 1873 1875 1877 1879, 1881 
if 3 ug 3 51% 5 
* One Syrian referred to this as "Pirst Contingent" 
In the years following no segregation is given for Syria; evid- 
ently the heading "Turkey in Asia" replaces PSyrias” 
Turkey in Asia. 
Fiscal years ended June 30th. 
1883 1885 1887* 1888 1891* 1892 1g9% 1894 1895 
3 52 208 273 2488 5172 1829 1219 2526 
The Immigration Commissioner's Report for year 1925 in one 
table lists the number of Syrians who entered the U.S. for years 
1899-1923 ag follows:- the years 1924 and 1925 are from yearly 
Teports? (California Figures from other tables are inserted) 
1899 1900 1901 1902 1903 1904 1905 1906 1907 


o108 2920 4064 4982 opel lepers 4822 5824 5880 
Destination California 


20 67 
1908 1909 1910 
5520 5668 6317 Destination California 
21 13 
Total 1901-1910-----..~...-.... SG seo. 


Total POOH TO LO wis ee elelee es ase 2 «D6, 909 
(Figures from another table) 


191i 1912 1913 1914 1915 1916 1917 1918 #1919 4949 
0444 5525 9210 9023 1767 676 976 210 2ol S047 
Destination California 

49 55 14 18 25 25 us 9 


7otal 1911-1920---~.~.--.--u- 56,109 


% - Referred to in the foregoing paragraphs. 
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1925. 
1595 450 - 
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Destination California. = 

59 % 

a Grand total 1899-1925--~---.... 102,709. 


F From 1908-1925 the total number of Syrian emigrants who departed 
from the U.S. was only 15, 2O56 


A table in another year book continues the figures of Syrians : 
; Raeiited Lost a8. 


i926 1927 1928 1929 1930 i931 | 


429 590 504 469'= 497 500 


Destination California, 
18 9 58 24 9 


Table above mentioned states No. departed for every hundred 


admitted was:- 
19286 1927 1928 10999 
53 30 38 21 


For the years 1908-29 Syrians who departed U.S. totalled as 
follows: 


1) 


HM. 1908 1909 1910 1911 1912 1913 i914 0915 1916 “aes 
Wee ted4 Lory 1175 272. Boll 1 e200 433 120 hie’ 
ao 1918 
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The 1934 issue of "Pacific Syrian-American Guide} a direct- 
ory of the Syrian firms, heads of families etc. in California 
and other western states, lists some 1639 names in California. 
The Population Bulletin, 1930 Census, for California does not 
segregate for Syria, but lists these under heading "All Other" 
nationalities; hence it has not been possible to estimate the 
number of Syrians in California. Syrians themselves speak of 
Los Angeles having about 7,000 Syrians. The number in eke 
above named directory, including heads of fanilies, etc. is 


732, The following places have Syrians listed in this direct- 


ory, with the number set down beside them: 


Alameda 4 Enetnitas 2 
Anaheim 7 Eureka 1 
Alhambra 2 Fillmore 1 
Atwood 1 Fontana 2 
Alturas a Forrance - 
Azuga 2 Fort Bidwell 1 
Bakersfield 16 Fresno 26 
Baldwin Park 2 Gardena 6 
Banning 5 Glendale 6 
Bay point 2 a Glenwood 2 
Berkeley 14 Greenville 1 
Blythe : Hawthorne sin) 
Brawley 26 Hermosa Beach nf 
Calexico 20 Hollydale 1 
Camp Baldy ra Holtville ay 
Cardiff-by-the-Sea fi Huntington Beach if 
Carlsbad 2 Hynes 1 
Centerville 2 Tndio 4. 
Chico 5 Inglewood OM 
Chino 2 Lindsay 1 
Cloves 1 La Habra 1 
Coachella o Lawndale 1 
Compton 5 Long Beach 9 
Corona 9 Los Angeles 32 
Culver City 2 Los Nietos a 
Delano 49 Madera a 
Delhi 3 Manteca iL 
Downey a Martinez 3 
El Centro 8 Mar Vista an 
El Modeno al Merced 2 
Elverta 5 Monson 1 
Montebello L 


ip ae 


ae 
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Monterey Park is Santa Clara A con 

National City 1 Santa Mergerita i 

Needles 1 Santa Monica 9 

Oakland 60 Manta Paula 8 

Ocean Beach cE santa Rosa 8 

Ocean Park 4 San Ysidro A. 

Ontario 2 Saugus 1 

Orange 1 Sawtelle an 

Orange Cove 14 Selma o 

Orosi ae Stockton 52 

Oroville a Summerland an 
' Oxnard 9 Sunnyvale aR: 

Palms 2 Susanville 1 

Pasadena 4 Taft Lb 

Paso Robles uF Tipton a 

Petaluma 2 Vallejo ye 

Puce 1 Valleys xt 

Placentia a Van Nuys 2 

Portola uh Venice 52 

Puente Al Ventura & 

Quincy a Visalia u 

Redding 2 Vista 4 

Redondo Beach 10 Watts LL 

Redlands 7 Weed 2 

Redwood City do Whittier e 

Reedley 45 Wilmington a 

Richmond 4 Windsor ak 

Rio Linda a Yuba City u 

Roseville 3 

Sacramento 52 

San Anselmo at 

San Bernardino oo. 

San Diego 29 

San Férnando 6 

San Francisco 300 

San Gabriel La 

Sanger 2 

San Jose 7 

San +eandro 2 

San Marino ue 

San Rafael an 

Santa Ana 2 

Santa Barbara 16 


Los Angeles and San Francisco have of course the largest 
Syrian population. Other chief centers, as seen by above, are: 
Bakersfield, x&; Berkeley, x#; Brawley, Calexico, Fresno, Hawthorne, 
Inglewood, Oakland, Orange Cove, Redondo Beach, Reedley, Sacramento, 
San Bernardino, San Diego, San Gabriel, Santa Barbara, Stockton, 


Sunnyvale, Venice and Watts. 
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Occupations. 

When first they came to U.S. many Syrians, not knowing the 
American language, engaged in house-to-house selling. Often 
they brought their wares from their native land, which when 
sold, were replenished by stocks sent over by relatives in 
Syria. Syrians, some of them descendants of the Phoenician 
traders, some of caravan traders and others of shop owners and 
salesmen, have naturally continued in California chiefly this 
occupation of merchant. The Syrian Directory of California 
lists merchants in every line and the following summary shows 
only the lines which claim the largest number, owing largely 
to demand: - groceries, dry goods, general merchandise, markets, 
Theatre Managers, manufacturers (dresses, especially) linens. 

The professions and skilled trades claim a relatively small 
number, distributed widely over the whole miscellaneous field. 
There are farm owners, a possible 50 around Reedley in Stanislaus 
County; s smaller number about Presno City, Saeramento and 

That 
Stockton. /there are practically no laborers among Syrians is the 
belief both of Syrians consulted and the Government Inspector 
of Camps, etc. (Bureau of Immigration & Housing, State Bldg, S.F., 
which segregates by nationalities the numbers in camps, etc.) The 
figures for Syrians entering U.S. gave in most years a high pro- 
portion of farmers and farm laborers; Syrians state these work 


their own farms, if they work on the land in U.S. at all. 
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Organizations. 


Arab Nat'l League of Los Angeles @affiliated with the New 
York League - formed July, 1936, to aid Arabs in Palestine. 
Pres: Toofik E. Dugally- 357 8. Ford Blvd. Los Angeles. 

Doumanians Mutual Aid Society - former residents of Douma- Mt. 
Lebanon. = Los Angeles. 


Knights of Lebanon (boys} - meets Y.M.C.A. - SAN FRANCISCO, 
Social. 


Ladies Syrian Aid Society - Los Angeles - 62654 22nas-, 


Ladies Syrian-American Society - San Francisco 
642 =- 12th. Ave. -- Secretary. 
(Social & benevelent- promotes American citizenship - meets 
at Coffee Cup-5424 Geary St. - Ba. 3232.) 


Ladies Syrian Aid Society.--Los-Angelés”="626"="2°na, 


Syrian-American Defense League - formation pending- Nov. 1936. 
National organization-~ headquarters- San Antonio, Texas- 
Suite 525 Gunter Bldg.- with branches in each state- to 
protect legally the rights of Syrians- through their own 
or hired attorneys- and to protect their trading rights ( 
some countries have excluded Syrians from trade privileges) 


Syrian-American Council of '76. - Los Angeles. 
of. 76 
Syrian-American Couneil/- Juniors - Los Angeles. 
Boys and Girls. 


Syrian-American Society- Los Angeles - c/o 1024 Santee 


Syrian-American Society- San Francisco - Pres: Dr. Simon R. 
Zachariah - 5194 Mission St. 


Syrian Civic Hearne (Men and Women - Social) - San Francisco. 
Meets at Y.W.C.A. P 
owe ct * CH 


Syrian Lebanon Club - Thismneme-is-.found.bacPaetere Sunden- 4h. f 
2on4 ; r Los Angeles- 9ddresomeivenuhs. Of ef 
ele2 E. First.- Not-—known-whether-this~+s-—an-orrantzrtton | | 


Syrian Young Men's Society - Los Angeles - 2952 Virginia Roady 
Thirteen Club - C/o 837 S. Harvard Blvd.- LOS ANGELES, 


Western Federation of Syrian Clubs - Temporary Sec'y- Samuel S, 
Mamey - 4452 Whittier Blvd. - LOS ANGELES, 
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Celebrations. 


THE MAHRAJN . 

An annual out-door gathering, called the Mahrajan, 
celebrated for two days, draws many visitors. In 1936 was 
held Sept. 6th. and 7th. at Whiting Woods in Verdugo bo 1 
12-1/2 mi. from Los Angeles City Hall. Stage shows, ballroom 
dancing, tournaments, contests, Syrian music, Syrian dances 


and folklore, etc. from early morning till midnight. 
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Newspapers. 


One newspaper is published in California for circulation 
among Syrians- This is in English -"The Syrian-American News -" 
4452 Whittier Blvd.- LOS ANGELES. 


Churches. 
San Francisco has no church of Syrians. In Los Angeles the 


Syrian Church is "Our Lady of Lebanon Church"= 1307 Warren Ave.- 
LOS ANGELES. 
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Syrian Musical Instruments. 


Syrians use a variety of instruments not in common use in 


U.S. These are played at the Mahrajan and other gatherings of 
Syrians. 


Mijwiz: fine reed, double; mouthpiece similar to bagpipe 
but the sound is result of shaping of the lips, etc. 


Ney: single reed, wider than those of mijwiz; no shaped 
mouthpiece; player blows into the end of the reed; 
holes stopped up by fingers; ii us. 


The two above are similar to shephard's 
pipe. 


Canoon: About 50 strings in groups of two to increase volume 
of sound; player uses picks on the ends of shields 
on first finger. Posts arranged so that string may 
be lifted upon post, thus giving string different 
length and therefore slightly different sound; all 
strings are of gut except the bas§, which is a 
banjo string. 


shaped like mandolin but with a very long arm; 
quadruple strings cut off in differing lengths on the 
long neck. 


Oud: lute-shaped stringed instrument. Sounds somewhat like 
guitar. Syrians claim this was the instrument David 
played; strings double; plucked with fingers. 


Derbake or “yrian Drum: hollow inside and open at base; held 
in lap and beaten by hand. 
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: Syrian Foods. 
Because of variation from the customary American dishes, 
the following foods, which are imported, are listed: | 

Halwali:- eandy - of seemend Tahinee oil. 

Bulhguri cracked wheat mixed with meat. 

Fool: Egyptian horse beans. 


Red Lentils: split, used for soup and with meat. 


Pollet: rice, often mixed with fat and seasonings, 
; tomatoes, etc. 


Fava Beans: used in soup with meat. 
Okra? 


Adamy: similar to Mexican beans called garavanjos - salted 
and unsalted. 


Bouzer: pumpkin seeds - salted. 


Fistick: pistachio nuts - either natural (white) or 
colored pink; roasted and salted. 


Syrian Amardin: dried apricots rolled in thin sheets 

sup (Attempts to produce this in California have failed- 
ary ; evidently the natural sun-drying process in Syria 
differs somewhat from here) 


Snobar: pine nuts. 


hy Soujuk: a string of walnuts is dipped in a thick sugar 
a y syrup to which wine has been added. 


_ Kisbeck: a fine powder: made of sour milk, flour and eggs; 
used in soupe . 
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‘Michael ( nick name Mick ) was born in 1864 near cedars of Lebonan 
‘plrRerubhietinnm. Dairefikamar, a short distance of Al-Fepublic Abeneg 


The memory of Mickey,s life began at the age of five years, wh en 


he was still nursing on his mothers brest, He began to realize and 


felt that he was a young man, grew ashemed to think that a young man 
of his age and leader of his playmates, he inmediately discontimed 
his nursery. In later years he began to realize that his good old 
fashion mursery is what made him strong healthy and vigerous, and 
placed himin the leadership of his playmates or gang. also being the 
only child, he received advantages that some of his playmates did not 
get. 

Toxes were practically unknown to Mickey or other children in that 
neighborhood, their amusement,s consisted chiefly in a physical way. 
His pet goat Purpey was one of his greatest iumeenent, wiich was at 
the age of seven. Vickey trained the goat when very young - to use his 
instinct or goats habits of defensa to bump with his head. this was a 
daily amusement for “ickey and his playmates, however after thm Rumpey 
grew up thie kind of sport did not appeal to the youngsters so much 
on account timumm of Bumpey being on the elert at all times for some- 
one to stoop, and should anyone of the youngsters happen to unconscice 
usly stoop or play in a certain manner thm Pumpey being the judge of 
his actions, frequently upset some of the youngsters playing by his 
swift action and bumping. The rough sport of Rumpey caused him to land 
in the pasture with the fihorm flock of goats. 

After loosing Rumpey as a playmate, a swiming party was organized 
Mickey being the orgarizer, the swiming pool being quist a distance 
from the house, a definate time was set for to go swiming each day 
this created considerable inthueasm and lot of fun for himself and 
playmates, each morning “ickey would wait patiently for the afternoon 
hour to arrive for the playmates to gather and leave for the swimbing 
pool, This was the happiest hour of the day. 

At the age of nins years not be forgotten.account the lesson 
that he learned from his playmates. The custom was that the first 
Thursdsy in February was set aside as a holiday or considered so. 
for everyone to drink hard drinks {(Anisette ) Wickey and his play ates | 
early on thursdsy morning prepared their food and provision,s A Goat 

gkin filled with wine, started out for the near top forest of ceders 
+o 4 cave and 2 welll. The cave being a natural erosian of nature, and 
the well of a spring lined for centuries, The cave was. desp enough to a 


accomodate fifty people, A hard effort of forest climbing 6 ttled ") 
themselves in the cave to eat and drink wine mixed with snow, efforts 
were mads to give proper and appropriated speaches to the pirates cavg 


after a few hours of ammusement they consumed all of their eats and 
drinks, they started their journey homeward so as to reach home by 
six in the evening as instructed by tickey,s mother. vickey being the 
leader naturally felt that he had to take the lead in drinking wine, 
@n the journey homeward found that things were not as well as should 
pe however they managed to reach home in time for a delicious dinner 


the dinner consisted chiefly of Okra stew. Everyons enjoyed the dinne 


put Mickey,. However Wickey was happy to see his playmates enjoy the 
dinner. After the playmates left and returned to their homes. Mickey 
said tc his mother. I did not feel like eating but was happy to see 
the boys enjoy their dinner. The mother mith said Happiness comes 


a from making others happy. Misery comes from making others miserable. 
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‘ickey was very much impressed with the cmmtmm social custom 

that prevailed in that part of the country, No fanily except on 
rare occasion would spent their evenings alone, if some neighbors 
did not call on or before a certain hour, they would go out and call 
On SOme neighbors thet were at home. to spent the emwening, occasionaly 
the elders would call at a home and visit where Mickey did not find 
his equal playmates, and this spoiled the evening Hor him pecially 
prepared meals or good cooked meals were not eaten without someone 
being invited to mmm participate in the especially prepared meal. 

and many times “ickey,s friends were the luckey ones to participate. 
After the age of nine Vickey was allowed to carry the prepared 

dough to the public bake owens where the bread was baked, the ovens 
were constructed of marble on one side wood the other 25X15 fest in 
size. The bread tuitim texture was different then thet in any other 
country, and is known as the salt rising bread. The public bakers 
baked the bread on percentage basis. Mickey would patiently wait 

to take the bread home for which he would receive several slices 

of the fresh bread. 

Mickey being the only child received more advantages then the 
average youngsters of his age. At the age of sleven his mother digg 
leaving him and his father in great sorrow, for several months 
Nickey would not co out and play with his pals as he used to, but 
would stay at home or accoppany his father in his daily duties. 
but this finally grew burdensome and decided that he would rather 
stay at home and play with his playmates. At this time Mickey 
grew concious of the beauty that smmmommrined surrounded and existed 
in the house he lived in and was born. Wemories of his wother 
returned to him one by one, Frying to do and doing some things that 
his mother told him. happiness comes from making others happy, proved 
to him that mother was right. He would go around the house and admire 
the things his mother wade and arranged around the house . Wickey 
later found that a home without a mother was not so good, no matter 
how good and kind his father was. One day feeling blue ‘Mickey asked 
his father if he would get another nice mother for him, and sure enoug 
a stepmother arrived with a daughter two years younger then himself, 
they both were very nice, a resl mother, and a real girl playmate. 
in avery short time things again appeared like home. 

The house Vickey lived was five hundred years old and still 
standing there today. Built of stone, very comfortable and cozy. 
in the cold snowy winter days, Vickey would love to built up a big 
fire in the fire place with charcoal, then lye down in front, and 
dream of his future. From the age of eleven, most of his evenings 
were spent at the community storey teller, the admission was 3 cents 
which included a cup of coffee. Stories of all descriptions were told 
and read by this man. Also music played a big part in the young mans 
life. At the age’of 19, Nickey became a great leader of Arabian 
Knights. looking for advanture. Shortly after the family moved to Fen 
Egipt, for economical reasons, 


To be continued. 


By Adolph Forth. 
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Michael Antonius. §# Page 3, ~~ ‘ sa ts bos s ‘ \ a 
Ban Francisco, Calif. Aug 20-34, 


Being that “Nickey was the only child, and his parents quist well to do 
financially, he received many things and good things that were an asset 
to life. His father baught a cat for him, a cat that seem almost human, 
The cat understood most anything that he was told, that is pertaining 
to his daily life and duty. as well as in play. on account of the 
exceptional ability of the cat to understand and do, Mickey thaught 
that there was no other cat in the world that could equal him, while 
he was not the pet for outdoor sport,out furnished the amusement in 
and about the house in conjunction with his two birds. Gmmm The cat would 
never touch or eat anything without first given the permission, 
When there was anything about the house that appealed to his smelling 
taste, he would either stand or lye down close by and remain until 
he was either given a part of the article to eat, or told to get away 
that same was not for him, One day the ladv of the house placed some 
meat in the air cooler but left the door open a neighbor cat happened 
FE around where tne cooler was So the wi cat of the house immediately 
4 picked up the piece of beef steak carried same in the kitchen and 
placed sumie in the lap of Mickey,s mother. noticing the strange cat, 
they immediately set about to mh make a thorough test, to see if 
their loving pet cat, really had the inteligence as appeared. and 
found similar reoccurances of similar instances later, this bacame 
a takked off cat in the neighboorhood, Vickey being the proud pall 
This with the two birds Cne of which was a Golden Cral, golden feathered 
the size of a canary, its singing was of a very sweet rolling tone, 
and his Bulbul, black feathered with yellow spots, size of a quail 
bob tail, This Bulbul would learn tc talk and sing very quickly 
. and understand the language, Always at the becon call of the lady of 
the house, he wmama@ would come and ge at the command, Hasson is the 
Canary and Bulbul, the one is singing cheerfully , while the other 
is gumping from shoulder to shoulder talking to them. The guest of 
the house are squatting on a demasques made mat in the livon, under 
a jasamine tree very fragerant when flowering, “lear air bright 
moonlight nights with a breeze flowing over the trees caused occasion- 
ally a flower to fall, gave considerable aimsement, a game was played 
the one that was blessed with the most nuxber of flowersto fell on 
them would be considered as we term it either the queen or king for 
the evening, this afforded a very smpoymbhamamd peautifull and 
enjoyable pass time, particullarly for Wickey his sweetheart and 
Playmates. In fact the anusement very popular in the season when 
the flowers were falling. thsi however did not play the cupid part 
Hmm tagkhamwitiiimaamse with Wickey as it did with some of the young 
men and wimen, as Vickey realized that he could not be contented to 
settle down until such time whenwhen he could prove some greater 
experience and greater knowledge of the world.and prove to his 
sweetheart that he is worthy of marrying her. being that he had every 
oppertunity that he wanted,. decided to first get a good education 
that his parents were willing to give him,, he finally entered what 
was known the American follege founded in 1864 by Dr Henry Von Dyke 
taking up Turkish, Arabish, English and French, this is now called 
the American University, and covers 75 acres. This course cost him 
130 pounds a year for Tuition and board, he found himself very 
successfull in his studies, wrote articles for newspapers that 
surprised the publisher as well as himself, as he was burning with love 
and ambition, this was at the age of 17. A horse , gun and wimen was 
his hight of ambition, a horse to carry him, a gun to protect him, a 
women to love him, and this is what forced “ickeyto forge ahead and 
prove himself a real man. he had a horse which was exceptionally well 


Acesge an Arabian horse, and bacome an exceptional good horseman 
while atten : 
ding college, ( Contined on page 4 ) 
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Page 4. continued. 


his father also had a horse, both these horses were trained for 
fighting, Several other young men in the neighborhood had horses that 
were trained, They would occasionally. stage a war manuver, his father 
being exceptionally well posted in this line of sport generally walked 
aWay with the honors. with the exception of two occasions, when “Vickey 
and his pals planned a worrier or manuver contest, and this wae 
planned in a manner that Mickeys father did not see in time the plot 
that was worked out by the boys to trap him , in the final the elder 
acknowledged his defeat. and this proved a great day for ‘iickey, proud 
of his victory, and a hero in thse syes of his sweetheart and pals. 
This braught about a greater confidence in his young life, growing 
&reater with ambition and adventure, having mastered successfully 
several years of University studies being able to speak four languag 6s 
felt that he was well equipped to shift for himself, and do big things 
for himself. “i : at the age of 19. decided that he would 
go to South Africa and start some kind of a business, The two weeks 

of preperation shall never be forgotten, Some wonderfull farewell 
receptions were given in the honor of Wickey, in these receptions 
received advice of all descriptions, in fact so many that Héwas 
finally compelled to forget all of them and follow yj own concious 
dictations. Wickey set out for South Africa. arriving at Marsalles 

met a countryman, who persuated him to come to the United States 

with him, needless to say that it did not take much persuation for 

to change his mind, they were off for the as was known to them the 
good old %.S.A. Arriving at New York with approximately a thousand doll-e 
ars, with courage and ambition, but there was always something lingers 
ing in his mind, mostly the girl that he left behind, and ths Zod 
father that provided so well for him, nearly every night after 
retiring he would spend at least a few minutes in meditation, and of 
the ones that he left behind, the good old home where he was born 

and raised and the many other things that he had to leave behind. 
shortly after his father sold his home and moved to Egtpt. and about 
the same time the girl that he loved decided to come to the (ited 
States, arriving at Tairo Egipt met a man and was married, with all 
these happenings, the old home sold, the girl that he loved was 
married, changed many of his plans that he had in mind for the 

future. In fact he grew very mich disgusted, mmitmiidiummtmmme and 
never made friends with girls for ten years. Left for Virginia to 
visit a countryman friend, then to lafayette where he started a 
Saloon, which proved a success, having the roaming fever, sold his 
business and left for Reaumont Texas 


By. Adolph Forth, 
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By. Continued from last week, | 
San Francisco Galif., Aug 37-34. 
Dr Paul Radin, Wor, 
Reserch Department, } 
Liebes Bldg, tAdi—Hichael Antonius. 
City. 
At the age of 18, while attending the University, competing with his 
fellow students, he studied so hard at times, putting in so many hours 
averaging 123 hours a day in studies, not being accustomed to hard 


work, life bacame somewhat of a drudgery, sacrifisicing many hours 


of pleasure that some other fellow students took advantage, not that 


he couldnt. afford it, as he had a sufficient allowance, but felt that 
he wanted to master his assigned studies and rank amongst the highest 


in the class, and so he did. however in later months howevamnmim the 


long hours and hard studies bacame a drudgery, growing more careless 


, 


and reckless, finally decided his journey of advanture, His father 
now being in Egipt engaged in the liquor business, doing a big business 
Vickey asked his father for his approval of his intention, this was 
granted, realizing that the boy was ourning with aibition, gave him 
fifteen hundred dollars as a start for him in hn a business venture. 
His father being a young man once upon a time himself, realized fully 
the feeling and desires of a young man of that age. Wickey immediately 
informed the principal of his school that he was about tc leave the 
Sollege to set out to make a mark for himself, realizing that he was 


fairly well equipped with knowlegde of the business world, together 


with his education, he felt that he was well able to master any 


problems that may confront him, which however did not always prove 


out fully as he intécipated, but did not encounter any serious 


difficulties, Cbsticals that developed during his travels was mearly 
a step to greater knowledge, realizing this he was prepared and 
Sometimes felt that the sore problems that confronted him the greater 


and more powerfull he would be some day. His first great test came 
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V.B. was born in a little village called Septist near 
Baghdad in Mesopotamia. i+ ig a village entirely made up 
of Assyrians. It is in the midst of & desolate region of 
bad soil and rock. For centuries the villagers have work- 
ed unceasingly to keep their gardens and orchards intact. 
Wave after wave of Turkish soldiers have descended upon 
the town and have caused havoc and destruction. They killed 
the leading inhabitants and carried off their women. During 
the late war almost three-fourths of the villagers were 
killed and the rest driven from the town. 

All this V.B. witnessed as a boy. When they were dri- 
ven from the town his family went to Baghdad and then to Da- 
mascus and still later to Constantinople. After the war 
they came to America and settled in New Jersey in a settle- 
ment on the heights across from New York City which is the 
largest Assyrian settlement in America. Five years ago 
they came te California. 

VeB. remembers only hardship and terror from his child- 
hood days. Their days were spent in preserving their lan- 
guage and religion and families from extinction. They are 
a Glose-knit group and intermarry among themselves. 

V-B. is a Jacobite and a faithful member of the church. 


Only once a year a priest comes here and solemnizes the 
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birth, marriage and christening ceremonies. Otherwise they 
attend the Greek Church. ‘There are only seventy thousand 
Assyrians left in the world and V.B. makes it & point to 
keep in toush with their organizations and churches all 
over the warld as well as their brothers the Chaldeans. The 
Tanaunee is Assyrian mixed with a good deal of Syriac and 
Turkish words. 

In San Francisco there are about four hundred. They 
fraternize mostly with the Syrians. Of these about one 
hundred fifty come from Persia. 

V-Be is a barber by trade. He is ummarried and lives 
with a family from the seme village in Syria as his own, 
who have been in San Francisco for twenty~five years. He 
is rather non-committéal about his own personal life because 
of the tragic memories it brings back but will talk a good 
deal about the Assyrian people and their history. 
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¥.Be was born ii a little village called Septist near 
Baghdad in Mesopotamia» 1% ia a village entirely made up 
of Assyrians. lt is in the midst of a desolate region of 
vad soil and rock. For centuries the villagers have work- 
ed unceasingly to keep their gardens and orchards intact. 
Wave after wave of Turkish soldiers heave descended upon 
the town and have caused havoc and destructione fhey killed 
the leading inhabitants and carried off their women. During 
the late war almost three-fourths of the villagers were 
killed and the rest driven from the town. 

All this VeB. witnessed aes a boy. then they were dri- 
ven from the town his family went to Baghdad and then to Da- 
magcus and still later to Constantinople. After the war 
they came to America and settled in New Jersey in a settle- 
ment on the heights across fron Hew York City which is the 
largest Assyrian settlement in America. Five years ago 
they came to Californias 

VeBe remembers only hardship and terror from his child- 
hood days. Their days were spent in preserving their lan- 
guage and religion and families from extinction. They are 
& Glose-knit group and intermarry among themselves. 

¥.B. is a Jacobite andi « faithful member of the church. 


Only once a year a priest comes here and solemmizes the 
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birth, marriage and christening ceremonies. Otherwise they 
attend the Greek Church. There are only seventy thousand 
Assyrians left in the world end V.B. makes it a point to 
keep in tough with their organizations and churches 411 
over the world as well as their brothers the Chaldeans. The 
language is Assyrian mixed with a good deal of Syriac and 
furkieh words. 

In San Franeisco there are about four hundred. They 
fraternize mostly with the Syrians. Of these about one 
hund@red fifty come from Persia. 

VeBe ia a barber by trade. He is unmarried and lives 
with a family from the same village in Syria es his own, 
who have been in San Franciseo for twenty-five years. He 
is rather non-committal about his own personel life because 
of the tragic memories it brings back but will talk a good 
deal about the Assyrian people and their history. 
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Mr. P.,a Syrian, was born in 1895. He came to the 
United States as an immigrant in 1916, and worked as a de- 
livery boy and clerk in a grocery store until the war. He 
enlisted in the United States army. Mr. Pe saved what mo- 
ney he made in the army and upon his discharge started a 
business of his BR, operating a small grocery and fruit 
market. He was fairly prosperous, according «so his former 
ideas of prosperity. In 1924 he went to Europe to iry to 
bring his sister and mother back. The quota being exhaust- 
ed he paid their fare to Mexico with the idea of later hav- 
ing them smuggled into the States. He claims something 
went wrong and he sent them back to Europe in the early 
part of 1925 where they stayed until 1926 when they made 
the quota and came on to the United States. 

Afrested in 1929 on a charge of moral turpitude, he 
narrowly missed deportation as the immigration authorities 
came into the case. He married an American girl in 1930. 
By this time, he says, he had paid off the mortgage on his 
store and home as he had raised money on them both at the 
time of his arrest in 1929. Im July cf 1932 he was arrest- 
ed again, this time on the charge of transportation and 
sale of liquor and contributing to the delinquency of a mi- 
nor as he had his sixteen year old nephew delivering alco- 
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hol for him at the time of his arrest. This time he lost 
his car, d¢livery truck and home; and also mortgaged his 
business so heavily that he says he is worrying as to vhe- 
ther he will lose it too. He was placed on five years pro- 
bation and fined for the last offense and says that he nar- 
rowly missed going to the penitentiary. 

He has made two different attempts to secure his na- 
turalization papers and claims that due to his record of 
arrests that he was turned dowm both times, he bemoans the 
fact that he did not secure his papers at the time he was 
in the army as he states that he could have obtained his 
papers at that time with little or no difficulty. He blames 
all of his business difficulties m what he calls "tough 
breaks" and seems to have given up hopes of getting back 
on his feet again. When the suggestion was made that per- 
haps his income was somewhat decreased by the passing of 
the prohibition era he said "no, that was just a side line" 
but in the conversation a few minutes later he told me 
that if the prohibition law had stayed in effect and he 
could have continued in that line another year without be- 
ing apprehended. that he could have retired from any kind 
of work, 
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te. P.,a Syrian, was born in 1895. He came to the 
United States as an immigrant in 1916, and worked as a de- 
livery boy and clerk in a grocery store until the war. He 
enlisted in the United States amy. Ere P+ saved what mo- 
ney he made in the army and upon hie discharge started a 
business of his om, operating a small grocery and fruit 
market. He was fairly prospercus, according to his former 
ideas of prosperity. In 1924 he went to Burope to try to 
bring his sister and mother back. The quota being exhausi-~ 
ed he paid their fare to Mexico with the idea of later hav- 
ing them smuggled into the States. He claima something 
went wrong and he sent them back to Burope in the serly 
part of 1925 where they stayed until 1926 when they made 
the quota and came on to the United States. 

Atvested in 1929 on a charge of moral turpitude, he 
narrowly missed deportation as the immigration authorities 
came into the case. He married an American girl in 1950. 
By this time, he says, he had paid off the mortgage on his 
- gtere and home as he had raised money on them both at the 
time of his arrest in 1929. In July of 1952 he was arrest- 
ed again, this time on the charge of transportation and 
sale of liquor and contributing to the delinquency of a mi- 
nor as he had his sixteen year old nephew delivering alco- 
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hol for hiu at the time of his arrest. This time he lost 
his car, delivery truck ani home; and also mortgaged his 
business so heavily thet he says he is worrying as to whe- 
ther he will lose it too. He was placed on five years pro- 
bation and fined for the last offense and says that he nar- 
rowly missed going to the penitentiary. 

He has meade two different ettenpte to secure his na- 
turalization papers and claims that due to his record of 
arrests that he was turned down both times, he bemoans the 
fact that he did not secure his papers at the time he was 
in the army as he states that he could have obtained his 
papers at that time with little or no difficulty. le blames 
ali of his business difficulties m what he calls "tough 
breaks" and seems to have given up hopes of getting back 
on his feet again. When the sugzestion was made that per- 
haps his income was sonewnat decreased by the passing of 
the prohibition era he said “no, that was just a side line" 
but in the conversation a few minutes later he told me 
that if the wohibition law had stayed in effect and he 
Gould have continued in thet line another year without be- 
ing apprehended that he could heve retired from any kind 
ef wrk» 
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Mr. P., sales manager of a rug company in Oakland was 
born in Urmiah, located in the northwestern portion of Per- 
siae 

The name of "Trmia" means "City of Water", "Ur" being 
city, "Umiah" being water. Tradition has it that Urmiah 
was the birth place of Zoroaster. ‘Their ancient civiliza- 
tion is still alive with hospitality, hard to be improved. 
Their language is Syriac, or Aramaic, the language of Christ. 

Urmiah is known as Rezayeh, the original towm having 
been destroyed during the war by the Turks and persians as 
the Assyrians from this district clashed with the Persians. 
There are some forty thousand Assyrian Christians known as 
Nestorian Christians. However the larger population is Mo- 
hamme dan « 

Rezayeh is surrounded by villages. The principal oc- 
ecupation is raising tobacco, raisins, some opium, the weav- 
ing of smal rugs and farming. 

There is a colony of Assyrians in Turlock, California 
engaged in farming. 

Schools are searce in Urmiah, though there is one Ameri- 
ean mission, organized some hundred years ago, from which 
Mee Pe graduated. 

fhe Assyrians are good students; many come to the United 
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States for education. They apply themselves well and Be- 


nerally graduate into the weofessions, such as medicine or 
dentistry, though some are engaged in plastering. Generally 
they continue to live here after graduation, though before 
the war they were prone to return to their native land. 

The largest colony of Assyrians is in Chicago. Some 
three hundred are in the East Bay and San Francisco. How- 
ever, there are few Assyvians left in the world. Those 
Still in Persia live in Mesopotamia. 

Music is hardly known. ‘There are Many good preachers 
among them, mostly of the Uhristian faith. in weaving their 
rugs there is no particular design aside from that of the 
pear, the fruit which comes from their sacred tree. 

liv, Pe is not married and is living with his people in 
San Francisco. 
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Mr. Pe, Gtles manager of a rug company in Oakland was 


_ born in Urmiah, loceted in the northwestern portion of Per-. 


Siae 

The name of “Urmia" means “City of Water", "Ur" being 
city, "Umiah" being water. Uradition has it that Urmiah 
was the birth place of Zoroaster. Their ancien’ civiliza- 
tion is still alive with hospitality, hara to be improved. 
Their language ia Syriac, or Aramaic, the language of Christ. 

Urmiah is known es Rezayeh, the original town having 
been destroyed during the war by the Turks and persians as 
the Assyrians from this district clashed with the rersians. 
Zheve are some forty thousand Assyrian Christians known as 
Nestorian Christians. However the larger population is Ho- 
hamnedan . 

Regayeh is surrounded by villagese The principal oc- 
cupation is raising tobacco, raisins, some opium, the weay- 
ing of small rugs and farming. 

There is & colony of Assyrians in Turlock, California 
engaged in farming - 

S¢eheols are scarce in Urmiah, though there is one Ameri- 
can mission, organized some hundred years ago, from which 
Ere Pe graduated. 

The Agsyrlans are good students; many come to the United 
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States for education. They apply themselves well and ge- 
nerally graduate into the wrofesaions, such 96 medicine or 
dentistry, though some are engaged in plastering. Generally 
they continue to live here after graduation, though before 
the war they were prone to return to thelr native land. 

Tne largest colony of Assyrians is in Chicago. ‘Some 
three hundred are in the Zast Bay and San Francisco. How- 
ever, there are few Assywians left in the world. Those 
still in Persia live in Mesopotamia. | 

Itueic is hardly known. There are many good preachers 
among them, mostly of the Christian faith. in weaving their 
ruge there is no partioular design aside from that of the 
pear, the fruit which comes from their sacred tree. 

Ha. Ps is not married and is living with his people in 
San Prencisco. 
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Syrian people are enduring many hardships, and are 


three generations behind the times, according to Joseph Ma- 


‘louf, native Syrian, now a manufacturer of a huge garment 


factory of San Francisco, where over a hundred employees 
are at work daily, providing stocks which are selling in all 
western states. 

Mr. Malouf came from Beirut, in Villayet, in Asiatic 
Turkey, landing in America when he was but eight years old. 
He has resided in the United States since that time, working 
very hard at all times. He gives as ome cause of the pre- 
vailing situation in Syria, the lack of compulsory education. 
The people do not send their children to schoole In fact, 
they cannot, they are too poor; the majority of people, he 
asserts, suffer from poverty. They simply camot afford to 
send the children to school. 

A compulsory school law cold not be enforced, in the 
belief of this countryman, unless financial provision is 
made by the government to assist people in complying with 
such a law. 

S$ehool hours thers are from 9;00 AM. to 4:50 P.M. 
with one hour for noon. This Syrian mild was placed in 


school by his parents at the age of four years, when he 


started studying reading, writing, spelling and arithmetic. 
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There are no Kindergartens or other preliminary training 
periods. 

His family was in the silk raising business. They 
had mulberry orchards and silk worms, which they cared for, 
producing sil threads for sale. The family home was built 
of stone, two stories, with a sod roof, which was flat. 
Sometimes the houces here are ranged along a street, side 
by side; they are quite large, housing both the family with 
all their belongings and the business, as well. A family 
lives in one portion, keeps the stocks in another, the silk- 
worms in still another. portion, all thus being under one 
roof. 

His parents had a large family, quite a few children 
younger and older than he was at the time of his coming to 
America. He had continued school until the age of eight. 
Then, a cousin of his mother's, planning to come to America 
| where the family had many other Syrian relatives who had 
come over before, wanted to bring two of the children with 
her, Joseph, then eight, and an older sister. This arrange- 
ment was agreeable to Joseph's parents, and the lad enbarked 
for America. 

They all arrived in New York, where the family lived 
five or six years, with Joseph and his sister attending 
school regularly. Joseph here learned English, of course, 
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which he wanted very much todo. He had worked hard in 
school, and at the age of fourteen years he left New York 
alone, and came to another family of Syrians who were rela- 
tives, who lived in Utah, and had a retail store there. 
They were willing to have him come and so everything was 
arrenged. His sister stayed on in New York with the other 
Syrian family. 

Thus Joseph started his business career in the west, 
working in the store, clerking and studying; sometimes he 
attended day school and worked nights, other times attend~ 
ing night courses, and working daySe ie stayed here three 
years. ‘hen, vhen he was seventeen years old, he went to 
live with still another relative, who had a factory manufac- 
turing women's garments. Here he started in the shipping 
department, working for two years in this capacity. Reward 
for his hard work came in the form of a travelling sales- 
man's job. 

Thus at the age of nineteen years, this Syrian youth 
started travelling the western states, with his lines of 
manufacture, women's garments, lingerie and dresses. This 
employment he continued faithfully for jen years, saving 
his money, planning all the while for the time when he 
could go into business for himeelf,. He wanted to settle 


down, preferably on the Pacific Coast, and open a garment 


ore 
fa i { ' 

py " * 

ta A iy 

cs 1 ie 

a ie 1 

i i 

is. Woes 

ies o y 
eye Ns 
ine Oi u 
ie eo4) A 
a1 Fi 


ah cs enenat ite Leadon, bas he oT ah dowd, 

| Rae asl geoKe, 08 Ba om mks wait oh, ame eto 
| ase tt EA ERE OR A hoyate, abate: aah Regawre: 

x 1, Pao pert ak ver vaantass, ots besser sna ea oe 


“paeie ou ant. . atte, tit isa , pi 
ened: ghinanas abdd at evap, Ont aay 
| oe — 88 Sa. men, eal eB ‘wie om mas 
ite naan. elit . 600% 4 dyed eatin, 1° anaes - oa 

a iE, diam Hotes meee amr. old. sskhdevons whe 
ckeie .. geenah Aik Alreuudt ,seneuneg enone. Petes eD 
gclves aeoy wor cot, _hluid ted Searidt 200 O63 | Ln 

sal cose emis ont me PD ps 0 
Deana Sancta ig te tah ey J 


Z : 


factory. He had been saving every possible dollar to this 
end » 

About this time a cousin, located in San Francisco, 
who had been working aggressively as a salesman for an au- 
tomobile concem, and had saved his money, joined him, and 
they together opened a large advese manufacturing shop. J9¢, 
who understood thcroughly all branches of the business, Was 
to manage production, and every branch of the plant, such 
as designing, buying of supplies, yunning the workroom, ¢tc. 
Bert, adept in salesmanship, was to manage sales, do the ac- 
tual selling in the beginning and place all production. 

They secured a good Location in the wholesale district, 
a fine dress designer from New York, and with other help 
opened up auspiciously at a time when business was flowing 
in an even way. Their outlood was good. But these two 
young Syrian men found they could not agree. Joseph had 
the actual dress manufacturing experience; he had an even 
disposition, too, while Bert was of an impetuous disposition, 
violent at times, no real training in garment making or sell- 
ing. But in the meantime Bert had married into a well-to-do 
Syrian family who wished him to continue in the dress busi- 
ness 

Both wanted to keep the business. Yet cne or the other 
had to get cut, both agreed. $o they decided on a "buy or 
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sell" offer, and Bert, who was able immediately to raise 
the necessary fifteen thousand dollars produced that sum 
(secured from his in-laws) and Joseph stepped out. 

Joseph lost no time securing 4 new location, install- 
ed machines ami other necessary equipment and launched a 
"slip" mamufacturing business, making a tremendous success 
from the start. Then came contention concerning the trade 
name "Malouf", lawsuits, and hard feelings, but these dif- 
ferences were eventually ironed out end a better relation-~- 
ship came about between the former ~ariners. 

Tiree years ago, Joseph Malouf, Inc., moved into 765 
Markets Street, in a perfectly planned factory, located on 
the sixth and top floor. ‘The place is ideal, spacious, 
well lighted, centrally located, equipped with the latest 
machinery and fixtures. The Location is perfect too, in 
relation to San Francisco retail buyers, who patronize his 
place, and out of town buyers who like its central location. 

Attractive lines of silk lingerie were added to slip 
lines with this move, giving the plant wider distribution. 
These lines are carried by salesmen into western states, 
moving quantities of this finer me rehandise. 

"Now that France has taken over Syria", said Mr. Ma- 
louf, again reverting to his discussion of his native home, 


‘they are trying to put the country one its feet. There 
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are improvements but the country is at least fifty years 
behind the times yet. If they could arrange about school 
for the children, the country would show real improvement » 

"Syria is a good country. The Glimate is good, actu- 
ally a good deal like Californias It does not get so cold 
there in winter as you might expeot since they have some 
snow. It ig a good agricultural country, raising bananas, 
grapes for wine, dates, orange groves, in fact, all tropic- 
al fruits. 

"The eastern part, back from the sea, is dry and irri- 
gation is necessary heres Wheat is raised in abundance, al~ 
so fruits and vegetables, with a great deal of live stock, 
particularly sheep. With such production, the country should 
be in much better coniition. Beirut, where I lived, as you 
know, is a seaport, with a good deal of moisture on that 
sh OF @» 

"Phe houses are quite aif ferent from over here. They 
look more like long rows of flats than individual. homes. 
Business men have their homes, business, and store of mate- 
rials and products all under the me roof, selecting diff- 
erent portions for various purposes. This is quite differ- 
ent from the American way. Also the houses are not built 
go compactly, or comfortably." 


Vr. Malouf tells about the Syrian cookery, which, he 
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gays, includes many very different dishes, often made from 
similar vegetables to those we raise and use here. The 

food there is usually steamed a long while, as in the in- 
stance of rolled cabbage. Once while Bert Malouf was still 
in Sen Francisco the writer was invited to a Syrian dinner, 
whieh included this rolled cabbage dish, as the meat offer- 
ing. Meat is chopped, seasoned and mixed with boiled rice, 
whieh ig then folded or rolled in huge cabbage leaves, 
which are secured with wooden pins, and steamed three hours. 

One of the other offerings at this dimuex was eggplant 
which had been halved, hollowed and stuffed with a mixture 
of bread crumbs, minced vegetables and seasoning, then co- 
vered over the top with peanuts, and baked until the nuts 
were brown, @ delicious way to cook ege plant. 

Syrian women find the quicker ways of American house- 
wives less tiresome than their own native ways of steaming 
foois. Syrians now living in this country have adapted 
their manner of living to those habits they find prevailing 
here; in fact a real Syrian dinner has become an event in 
these Syrian families, so that usually it included invited 
guests in order thats many may enjoy the cooking which in- 


yolves so much work. 
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Syrian people are enduring many hardships, and are 
three generations behind the times, according to Joseph Ma- 
louf, native Syrian, now a manufacturer of a huge garment 
factory of San Francisco, where over a hundred employees 
are at work daily, providing stocks which are selling in all 
western states. 

Mr. Malouf came from Beirut, in Villayet, in Asiatic 
furkey, landing in America when he was but eight years o1d , 
He has resided in the United States since that time, working 
very hard at all times. ie gives as one cause of the pre- 
vailing situation in Syria, the lack of compulsory education. 
The people do not sond their children to schoole in fact, 
they cannot, they are too poor; the majority of people, he 
asserts, suffer from poverty. They simply camot afford to 
send the children to school. 

A compulsory school law could not be enforced, in the 
belief of this countryman, unless financial provision is 
made by the government to assist people in complying with 
such a law. 

Sehool hours there are from 9:00 AM. to 4:50 P.M. 
with one hour for noon. This Syrian mild was placed in 
school by his parents at the age of four years, when he 


started atudying reading, writing, spelling and arithmetic. 
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There ave no kindergartens ar other yweliminary training 
pericds. 

His family was in the silk raising business. They 
had mulberry orchards and silk worms, which they cared for, 
producing sil threads for sale» The family home was bulls 
of stone, two stories, with a sod roof, which wis flate 
Sometimes the houses here are ranged along & sirecst, side 
by side; they are quite large, housing both the family with 
ell their belongings and the business, as well. A family | 
lives in one portion, keeps the stocka in another, the silk- 
worms in still another portion, all tims being under one 
roof. 

His parents had a large family, quite & few children 
younger and older than he was at the time of his soming to 
America. He had continued school until the age of eight. 
Thon, a cousin ef his mother's, planning to come to America 
where the family had many other Syrian relatives who had 
come over before, wanted to bring two of the children with 
her, Joseph, then eight, and an older sister. Thies arrange~- 
ment was agreeable to Joseph's yarents, and the led eubarked 
for America. 

They all arrived in New York, where the family lived 
five or six years, with Joseph and his sister attending 
school, regalarly. Joseph here Joarned cuglish, of course, 
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which he wanted very much todo. He had worked hard in 
school, and at the age of fourteen years he left New York 
alone, and came to another family of Syrians who were rela- 
#ives, vuo lived in Utah, ami had a retail store there. 
They were willing to have him come anid so everything was 
arranged. His sister stayed on in New York with the other 
Syrian family. 

Yhus Joseph started his business career in the west, 
working in the store, clerking and studying; sometimes he 
attended day school and worked nights, other tines attend- 
ing night courses, and working daySe Hs stayed here three 
yearae ‘Then, vhen he was seventeen years old, he went to 
live with still another relative, who had a factory manuface~ 
turing women's garments. Here he started in the shipping 
department, working for two years in this capacity. Reward 
for his hard work came in the form of @ travelling sales- 
man's job. 

Thus at the age of nineteen years, this Syrian youth 
started travelling the western states, with his lines of 
wamfacture, wonen's garments, lingerie ond dresses. This 
employment he continued faithfully for jen years, saving 
his money, Planning al11 the while for the time when he 
gould go into business far himself. lis wanted to settle 


down, preferably on the Pacific Coast, and open a garment 
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factory. He had been saving every possible dollar to this 
ends 

About this time a cousin, located in San Francisco, 
who had been working aggressively as a salesman for an au- 
tomobile concem, and had saved his money, joined him, and 
they together opened a large dress nanufacturing shop. Joe, 
who understood thoroughly all branches of the business, was 
to manage production, and every branch of the plant, such. 
ae designing, buying of supplies, running the workroom, @%@. 
Bert, adept in salesmanship, was to manage salcs, do the ac~ 
tual selling in the beginning and place all production. 

They secured a good location in the wholesale district, 
a fine dress designer from New York, and with other help 
opened up auapiclously at a time when business was flowing 
in an even way. Their outlood was good. Bus these iwo 
young Syrian men found they gmuld not agree. Joseph had 


the actuel dress manufacturing experience; he had an even 


disposition, too, while Bert was of an impetuous disposition, 
violent at times, no real training in garment making or eelli- 


ings But in the meantine Bert had narried into a well-to-do 
Syrien family who wished him to continue in the dress busi- 
HOSS « ; 
Both wanted to keep the business. Yet one or the other 
had to get out, both agreed. So they decided on a "buy or 
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sell" offer, and Bert, who was able immediately to raise 
the necessary fifteen thousand @ollare produced that sum 
(secured from his in-laws ) and Joseph stepped out. 

Joseph lost no time securing a new Logation, install- 
gi machines ani other necessary oquipment and launched & 
"“glip" mamfacturing business, making a tremendous success 
from the etart. Then came contention concerning the trade 
name "Malouf", lavaults, and hard feelings, but these aif- 
ferences wore eventually ironed cut and a better relation- 
ship came about between the former martners. 

Three years ago, Joseph Malouf, Ines, moved into 765 
Maykes Street, in a perfectly planned factory, located on 
the sixth and top floor. The place is ideal, spacious, 
well lighted, centrally located, equipped with the latest 
machinery and fixtures. The location is perfect too, in 
relation $o San Francisco retail bayers, who patronize his 
place, and ou} of town buyers who like its central location. 

Attractive lines of silk lingerie were added to slip 
lines with this move, giving the plant wider distribution. 
These lines are carried by salesmen into western states, 
moving quantities of this finer merchandise. 

"How that France has taken over Syria", said Mre Ma- 
louf, again reverting to his discussion of his native home, 
"they are trying to put the country one its feat. There 


ry Ee Pose en 


a a 1 ue 


f ‘ Ajit 
OSE OF WER ¥ esrhohie 1a x w.litiv Dead ow fet 


¥ r , “- 


| oe ae 
Ree gO BO Be oe saliod 2 2 gvoas att ‘needs k ied >Re 


" a - ” " aint a ee ’ . ‘ J ‘a 
eGR F he) ee Tog Ome ® sebie 4 awat~ad std wats 


Scckiseieh malin 4i paces 
| ‘aoeeat ba Me ei é F 


ade’ wontigom oa 


, i," ' mA Ik yee . Pa ‘ Fe Agere ¢ 4 Bik : P Ma 3 pn Ly Ag Pr acim: " iba 


, “> 


eb o0 mo ltnedego ouad uot? -» State isa YO 


ant Mey a” 4 teens? » dp 2 4? 


4 4 = ' ‘ ” ht fn ‘ 
Z. Eee Hat . 4 “ROLY wes: liege sr aa waite - 
¥ - _ oe So bt ee Sips ™ ei ve a ve 
t th ; ‘ i he 4 AER Bam oe! hat MPP ty aie net WSS ele Be ® a ‘ae A Sad “a3 ”. 
. 2 


ik pk gh? Ceiba ak ath bombe 2 . og age: Tees ere taeay Par 
i 8 AD fal eine sia ee Cae GAPE aes TT a Ne BR ied aie i a are 7 
ee : we, 
Petal oneiwer otal meanaiies yt hele. va: meaks eet 


CH LORONSS Gi Ol) whee Bp: anit iaeiap sabre 
mt i OS BS yg eS. Save Hane thins. 0 arent: sade: ‘wom a 


| are improvements but the country is at least fifty years 
: behind the times yet. If they could arrange about school 
| for the children, the country wold stow real improvement. 


"Syria is a good country. The Climate is good, actue 
. @lly a good deal like California. 1t does not get so cold 
here in winter as you might expect since they have some 
gnowe It ie a good agricultural country, raising bananas, 
grapes for wine, dates, orange groves, in fact, all tropic- 
al fruits. 

‘he eastern part, back from the sea, is dry ani irri- 
gation ls necessary here. Wheat is raised in abundance, al~ 
so fruits and vegetables, with a great deal of live stock, 
particularly sheep. With such production, the country should 
be in mach better conlition. Yeirut, where I lived, as you 
know, is a seaport, with a good deal of moisture on that 
ah OF Ge 


"Whe houses are quite different fron over here. They 
Look more like long vows of flats than infividual homes » 
Business mon have theix homes, businesa, and store of mate- 
rials and products all under the me roof, selecting aifft- 
) erent portions for various purposes. This is quite aif fer- 
ent from the American way. Also the houses are not built 
4 so compactly, or comfortably.” 
: Mi. Malouf tells about the Syrian cookery, which, he 


tonal tans nna eat 
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gays, includes many very different dishes, often made from 


ite sintlar vegetables to those we raise ami use here. The 
foo there Je usually steamed a long while, ae in the in 
- gtanoe of rolled cabtage. Once while Bert Malouf we till 
ia San francisco the writer was invited to 4 Syrian dinner, 


whieh included this rolled cabbage dish, ae the meat offer~ 
ing. Meat is chopped, seasoned ani mixed with boiled rice, 


which is then folded or rolied in huge cabbage leaves, 


which are secured with wooden pins, ed steamed three hours. 

One of the other offerings at this dinner was eggplant 
whieh had been halved, hollowed and stuffed with a mixture 
of byead crumbs, minced vegetables and seasoning, then ¢o- 
vered over the top with peanuts, and baked until the nutes 
were brown, & delicious way to Gook eggplants 

Syrian women find the quicker waye of American house} 
wives less tiresome than thelr own native ways of steaming 
fools. Syrians now living in this country have edepted 
their manner of living to those habits they find prevailing 
here; in fact a real Syrien dinner has become an event in 
these Syrian families, so that usually 1% included invited 
guests in order that many may enjoy the cooking which in- 


volves so much work. 
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to the Episcopalian. At the age of fourteen, owing to the 
death of his father, young Saklem set out to support the 
family. For a time he travelled with a missionary who was 
a consul living in a sea port tome Later on he travelled 
for a doctor, acting as interpreter. fhis doctor lived in 
Tarsus. in this way he supported his mother and brothers 
end sisters, travelling in and arouml Beirut end Tarsus. 

He came to our country at the age of tuenty-one « For. 
a time he worked in a steel mill, also machine shop, and 
also an inventing establishment, learning the language all 
the time. Finally his brother came over to be with him and 
Mrs Saklem began travelling in the picture business and has 
always been in it ever since. He is married and has two boys « 
He is a citizen. 

‘lr. Saklem told me that when the World Wer spread into 
Turkey that his folks retired into the mountains until they 
were finally informed that a French cruiser was ready to take 
them awaye 

Fragments of the ancient wall still surround Antioch. 
fhe city had no sanitary system when Saklem lived there. It 
was under the rule of Turkey. The Armenians, Syrians, and 
Greeks do not like the Turks. However, the better class of 
furks do not drink, and are to an extent, honest. The Turks 


consider the Armenians and others, dogs, and speak to them as 
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While drinking was not so prevalent ie it is now, still 
the better class of Turks do not drink. This, before France 
began its mandate over this sectim, was to a great extent 
universal, but since the war this has not been so much the 
case, aS a large distillery was built, and since then drink- 
ing has been far more prevalent. 

Under Turkish rule, conditions were very bad; particu- 
jarly under the Sultan Ahmed. This condition has become much 
better under French rule. 

ir. Saklem related an incident concerning his brother 
Abraham, who when seventeen, left school and was travelling 
to a relative. His school books he carried with him. It 
Was necessary that he be searched at certain given points, 
and in the searching an essay that he had written in school 
scoring the Turks was uncovered. ‘he boy was arrested and 
spent sight months in prison. A fTfurkish prison is probably 
-&S mean a place to be confined as there is, according to Mr. 
Sakleme The men are herded in together and sleep close to- 
gether on mattresses on the prison floor. Fleas and lice 
prevail. Through a missionary the English ambassador in- 
terceded with Sultsn Ahmed and, in one of his better moods, 
he pardoned the boys When informed that he was pardoned, 


the toy shivered for he had knowm of others being pardoned 
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ani then shot vhen leaving outside the prison walls. How- 


ever, in his case, the pardon was authentic. 
fhe depression has hit lr. Saklem's business sadly. 


However, he is well pleased with America, 
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SeGe Saklen, Syrian, was born near the city Antioch in 
& suburb called Bateyos in Syria, which is situated between 
4gia Minor and big Asia. 

There were nine in the family. His mother is still alive 
at the age of ninety-one, living in Riverside, California with 
one of his brothers. 


ire Saklem learned his trade in silk, weaving and making 
gernents and skawls.e He informed m that the pure silk mater- 
ials manufactured there never wear out; that he himself still 
owns Slik garments that are more than sixty years old, and thet 
. any girls when getting mrried, and who are too poor to’ buy a 
wedding dress, wear the same dress that the mother wore when 
she was married. 

fravel there is moatly by caravan. ‘The country is tropi- 
cal, of semi-trovicel. fruits are grown the year round, figs, 
&Fapes, pomogramtes, pears, and apricotse Antioch is a verie 
table Garden of Eden, according to a travel writer, so said _ 
PBe Sakleme 

Singing there is not by note @ esr. People gather to- 
gether ami sing. At the age of sixteen Dre Saklem went to a 
Sort of park some thirteen miles from Antioch. the dances 
there were a motiq of up and dowm, a sort of vertical dance, 
I shoula saye The religion is the ancient Armenian and pro- 
testent. The ancient Armenian is somewhet similar in rimal 
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to the Episcopalian. At the age of fourteen, owing to the 
death of his father, yong Saklem set out to support the 
family.» For a tim: he travelled with a missionary who was 
a consul living in a sea port tom. later on he travelled 
for a doctor, acting as interpreter. This doctor lived in 
Tarsus.s in this way be supported his mother and brothers 
and sisters, travelling in ani srounl Beirut and caressa 

He cane to cur country at the age of twenty-one. For 
& time he worked in a steel mill, alse ma ch ine Shop, and 
also an inventing establishuent, learning the language all 
the time. Fimliy his brother came over to be with him and 
Ure Saklem began travelling in the picture business and has 
always been in it ever since. He is married and has two boys. 
He is a Gitizene 

Ere Saklem told me that when the orld war spread into 
Turkey that his folks retired into the mountaixs until they 
were finally informed that e French cruiser was ready to take 
them away 

Fraguents of the ancient wall still surround Antioch. 
The city had no sanitary systea when Saklem lived there. It 
was under the rule of Turkeys The Armenians, Syrians, and 
Greeks do not like the furks.e However, the better class of 
Turks do not drink, and are to an extent, honest. he furks 
consider the Armenians and others, dogs, and speak to them as 
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While drinking was not so prevalent as it is now, still 


the better class of Turks do not drink. his, before France 


began its mandate over this sectia, was +o a great extent 
universal, but since the wer this has not been so mach the 
ease, as a large distillery was built, and since then drink« 
ing has been far more prevalent. 

Under Turkish rule, con@itions were very bad, jarticu- 
larly unier the Sultan Ahmed. ‘This condition has become much 


better under French Fulée 


Mrs Saklem related a incident concerning nis brother 
Abraham, who when seventeen, left school and was travelling 
to a relatives His school books he carried with hime It 
was necessary that he be searched at certain given points, 
and in the searching an essay that he had written in school 
scoring the Turks was uncovered « ‘he boy was arrested and 
spent eight aonthe in priscne A @ekish prison is probably 
as mean a place to be confined as there is, according to ite 
Sakleme The men are herded in together and sleep close bo- 
gether on mattresses on the prison flows Fleas and lice 
prevail. Through e missionary the English ambassador in- 
terceded with Sulten Ahmed and, in one of his better moods, 
he pardoned the boys hen informed that he was pardoned, 
the boy shivered for he had imom of others being yerdoned 
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‘However, he is well pleased with Amer icae 
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_SYRIANS 
Issa foranin _ (Issa; arabic for Jesus) 


rie RTS A aie ” 


‘Ramallah is a ‘beautiful, ‘little village of Syria almost 


7 4 


eames. énhabited by Christians. The olive and fig thrive and 
vineyards « dot ‘the landscape. Here it is that Issa Ibrahim was born. 
ais family, proud peasant-farmers and owners of a vineyard which 
was a a pee icn of the family almost since biblical times. The 
S eoeyard was their pride. Then finally it was inherited by Issa and 
his two brothers each getting a- third interest. In Ramallah new | 
customs and habits had Bos Ene sods The kefiyeh and the aba were 
still» worn. and moderni ty also had not touched the thoughts or 
“habits of the people. 
But Issa had heard on his infrequent. trips to Beirut,of 
America where everything was new, where clothes were different. 
“When he eee hours in the coffee house at Beirut he at times made 


2; A re - Fe) ; 
acquaintance with Syrian merchants or businessman who had been to 


America, "You must go there," one of them said," there are wonders 
of the new era" And when Issa returned to work his vineyard he 
_ became dissatisfied. The great western world was in his thoughts, 


and he could no longer rest until finally one es without consult- 
_ ing his brothers, as he knew they would object, he sold his one- | 
third interest in the age-old vineyard, the pride of his family. 

. His brothers were inconsolable. They pleaded with him. 


"You disgrace us, to sell to a stranger, the heritage which is yours. 
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a of thelanguage he never theless immediately « set about to declafe his 


intention. of becoming a sie én: He had much trouble in entering 


the United States on account of an Oriental age Trachoma, 


> Me = 


‘but that objection was finally overcome when he showed some money 
he had brought with aon about L.000 dollars, from the sale of his 
share of the vineyard, : | 
E “His education was very slight, just what he received in 
- the religious school in Ramallah and he was already thirty years of 
age when he arrived in New York. But he had faith in himself and in 
SS the: promise that this land of eee ane held. And he did what most 
"Syrians: have to do when they first arrive in this country. He went 
out as a peddler trom house to house, His life was hard, he didnot 
"know « a ee of English and he often received rude treatment at the 
hands of those he tried to sell tO a went to night school and took 
up ‘the study of English and ve His one desire was to become 
“ae real American citizen, ‘That he never fully succeeded to become one 


n his heart Eos "shown by the fact that he never made many American 


ae he: ta. a lonesome man to this day and his associates are all 
_ syrians. He never. married, whether from choice or because no American 
7 woman would have’ ain is not known. He ADR not speak abous it. His 
"brothers disowned him and he has never ee raried to his native land. ; 
And any ‘this day he wears a scart ‘Which his mother gave him. - He wears 
under his outer clothes around his BELEN | 


va In spite of all the privations he “underwent as a perdi 


ps : ane down New York State, peddling imported” 


with b anertcen mays and with the English PenEU SES And in this "ay 


- 


merican family in order bo eee more: of the English language. One 


nee 


day his. landlady lost a valuable diamond ring worth at least a _thou- 


sand. ‘About a month after the disappearance of the ring, he was Walk=— 


ing in ‘the garden and. he Saw Se ona hia giletening in the grass. He 
"stooped | down and picked it up. thc was the diamond ring. He was alone, i 
“noone saw ee find it > yet this poor peddler didnot hesitate but i 


immediately returned it to its owners. The husband of the landlady said 


to him “ | You better return. to Syria, you will not ‘get along here." 
ae X 


d when Issa esked "why?" he answered, 0 You are too honest to get 


a ong” in this country." Ain oS 


=o at 


Noe viet ting | some ‘Syrian ‘lets who were prosperous grocers, They 


tor” some » possibly belated ‘customers. ‘Two men entered the shop. 
instead of being ‘customers they” were hold-up men and desperate 


at that. One of them went to the cash-register and robbéd it of 


x 


‘contents, witeh 1 was Several hundred dollars. Just then the wife 


ree a the shops The wife ‘couldnot stand the strain. 


a any wy the syrians: of | San Francisco. He ‘makes a seectsity of 
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send to for such goods. the: thieves' cohorts never did = 
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and how has Tea adjusted | himself to the country for which 


TIMELESS CITY 
Damascus, oldest of the world’s great cities, 
at entrance to the “Street Called Straight,” 
a stone canopied passage broken down by 
| French bombardment.—A. P. 


Photograph by Gabriel vcrecg 


THE GRAIN MARKET OF ANTIOCH 


* 


, 


NP RN SS RI SIRY SOR Ne le eleaiaey— a 


area 


eae . 


Ramallah, the birthplace 


of Issa. His sisters dressed 


> 


this WaYe 


ia : = . 
xseographic Society Aue 
of va oc 


A CHRISTIAN SCHOOLGIRL OF RAMALLAH 


* 


ee RE Ts rg a 


Autochrome Lumi 


OF RAMALLAH WEARING PALESTINE’S CHOICEST COSTUMES 


CHRISTIAN CLASSMATES 


1: 
ais Courtellemont 


© National Geographic Society 


Autochrom 
A CENTER OF TOWN LIFE IN SYRIA 

Neither radio nor movie, athletics nor motorcar, has robbed the Arab eaié of its charms- I 

is the club where variety of companionship emancipates from conventional boredom. The coffee 


house is the recognized rendezvous for all classes of mankind, and in its rude chairs or beside it 
wobbly tables fellowship thrives on talk. 


Lumiére by Ger 


: Peasant farmers in Syria 


(Olive Grove 


oe Living in California. She is the wi fe of Dr. Simeon Zacharish | 


years” ‘and the youngest, eight years old. ; 
: “The Becharicne are prominent members of the ‘Syrian colony. Both 
os Dr. and Mrs. Zachariah are highly educated people of aristocratic 
f background of which they are still very proud, although they are not — 
= eo even touched by the least bit of snobbery. 
| sage Zachariah came from the prominent Schoukair family in Syria, 
xia family distinguihea for its poets and writers. Her father is 


‘ was: a nati onal poet and also Governor of the state oe fousan in the - 


ve 
‘: bi 
fi 
its 


fy ae district. Her childhood was spent in comfort and even lux= 

, Her father laia great stress on education and was most progress= 
ive in his views for that time aithough at present those views might 
in some respects. be somewhat hea. He saw to it that his children 
were Aged well-educated. Linda went to school and college in 

- Beyrouth and had a thorough grounding in Arabic and in French, later 
going to a ieench. school in Paris. 


All the pomp and circumstance of being the aohctnoy es of an Eastern — 


"_governnent official was hers by right. She was at home in the best 
circles in Syria, Doth Syrian and Pea and even now numbersamong 


her intimate friends such people as the family of the present Sovernor 


‘ 


ar ites under the: French mandate , from ia they frequently still 
recive letters. nh : bee es f : 2 ; 

se ‘The Zacharishs have tried to imbue their children with Love | 
and respect for their glorious Syrian background. They even lay claim 


prophet "echerich." - However the children have 


~s 


eak it. The. eldest daughter has recentiy married a young Amer= 


fee ee much against the wishes of her parents, who had hoped 


that she would be ‘properly affianced to a young Syrian of suitable 
“education, background and enough worldly goods to Support her com= . 
_ fortably. They feel that she has married below her station. The 

_ Zacharishs themselves lost a considerable fortune with the oncom= 

; ing of the depression, much of their money having gone with the, 
"closing of a loan and mortgage company with which they sabe placed it. | 
; “Mrs. Zachariah is about forty-eight years old. She has the i 
charm and graciousness of the real lady which she is and aie has an 


abiding ove and. fondness of her native land. In Adenenecs of iit to 


com me, she said, ‘There is to this day still much romance left in my 
comtry. The occidentals can never penetrate pensath the burtece and — 
_ know us as we really are. When young people get together they sing~ 
‘ always BAng: and recite Boney, Arabie poetry. Poetry is as much a part 
of our lives as business and success or the lack of it is a part of 
Noe s-the integral part. af you look you can still see much of the | 
Arakian Nights! atmosphere in Syria, in spite of the modernizing of 
some of our cities. Even when we make a business transaction there 
tena much coffee Grinking, sherbet and conversation." | 
cbf amas: memories BE have of the suk (market place). It is ae 
| a of varied business and social intercourse. The oriental knows no | 
business without sociability. His dekkan(store) is a gathering place 
- for friends and a business transaction with him is almost always 


4 hh ae 
wn. ¥ 


visit with the customer. ‘So, too the ieee! 


Tone Daag a ‘fri 


a the past, the ‘Areb mavbeee were 


else etenitiomt conventions of cack ae men and sche Discuss= 


waten 4 the interesting activities AS their elders. 


In Syria 


A sense of religion and dignity permeates everything. 
Friendship must for- 


the custom is that every measure must run over. 
eee with business. Liquid measures also, of such things as 
oil ane milk must run over into the vessel of the buyer. To my speraiecast: 
ful mina ‘the chief charm of the market place was the keyyal(measurer) — 
the man who measured the wheat. The grain is ‘sacred, therefor the 


language of the keyyal must be pious. As he tosses the grain, he 


says "Blessing" that means "one". “From Goat that means "two". The 
midd is the wooden measure then which the measuring is done. Even such : 
a simple thing as buying rata was clothed with eeetee and Peeters 
meaning. iis S. | | f 

? And much of our life was a enk on the house-top. The chan roof 
is ciaarene cea: as follows: the main timbers which carry the roof-cov- : 
es ering are laid across, horizontally at intervals from two to three a 
i feet. Crosswise over the timbers are laid the kasheb(sticks long - 
; ‘enough to bridge the spaces between) quite close together. Over oe x 


_ kasheb, reeds and branches of trees and thistles are laid and the whole 


is covered with about twelve inches of earth. The dirt is rolled down | 
o by. a stone roller md nade hard enough to shed water. In many houses _ 
i during the summer season, in the rainless Syrian summer, the root io} 
used for various household purposes. it is nae for. drying grain, fom 


‘Festivities are held there as weddings and c elebratio <3 


hs ecg vegetables. — 


, is used for mournful occasions | as funerals. 


3 


neeeah| 


has ‘only 
ee the aise fos ten eall ten one another for 
various r reasons, it ds a sort of roof telephone. Messages are relayed 
From house-top to house-top. By night or day there are always voices 
hice calling, singing, shouting, praying. Instinetively we listened to 
catch the message. "The chier from the house-top!. ” Howiwelt-cnowe 0 


hat phrase is. 


rd 


And as for women=we are ‘classified, not according to our education 


é 


; “but according to our virtue. A happy husband says "I lifts my head 


“high” (arfa rasy) because of my wife. Her siett(reputation) is like 
ihe a Ny ; 


musk in fragrance. She is taj rasy (a crown to my head) - The Syrians! 


nemtee idea. is that of the true wife and the real home maker» 

: "Who can ‘tind a virtuous woman, for her price is far above rubies!" 7 
In the thirty-first chapter, of the Book of Proverbs, starting with the | 
"above sentence is a real Oriental's view of woman , a glorification of | 


virtae, loyalty, tan wisdom, kindness and airs ein 


ny 
% 


other sections of che Lebanon. | She is hoping to visit them sometime in 


“that time her children wilt learn the npebie language really ruently. 


Her 3 name of "Linda" which is oe she explained, was su ubaa 


Linda Zachariah ; a 


from the life of a Syrian Governor's home. She does her own house= 
work and cooking and gives lessons in Arabic or French to make a little 
extra pin money for herself.~ She is president of the Syrian Ladies! 


Club and her husband, Dr. Zachariah is president of the Syrian Societye. 


Wakim Hanna — 


iron Beirut and its vice come acariy all the Syrians that 


o wad 


te to the United States. Most of them are Christians and many 
baci felt the influence of the American University, the center hee 


vanced thought in the east. Beirut has modern improvements, modern 


fashions and its people are mo@é alert and businesslike in the oecid- 

ental sense of the word. | 
} ‘Fhe distance from Beirut to Damascus is ninety-one miles, noe 
a great distance as things count these days but the difference in the 
two cities is very pronounced. Demascus was old long before Athens had 
i. even ecae to be and antedates any of the ition of the present. at ee 
‘now one of the most thriving centers of the Mohammedan world, fierce | 

and fan&tical its inhabitants. It lies on the eastern side of the 
Bhs _ Lebanon mountains, about one hundred and fifty miles northwest of Jeru= _ 
iar salem as the crow flies, about fifty-three miles from the Mediterranean. 
Been is an oasis city surrounded by desert. It is fed by two cold, ele. 
"rivers flowing out of great springs in the mountains of Lebanon and | 
‘making green this sandy plain in which they are lost. These rivers ine! 
Abana and the Pharphar of the Bible. The Abana is now called the Barada — 

_ and the Pharphar is now the Bepbae. The Barada is a pure, rushing riven 
which spredds life over all that it touches. Together with the Barbar 


2 i 


makes ances the great plain, builds up orchards of plun, peach, almon 


and apricot and rich fields of crops, as well as the whole city of D 


Rohs ascus. 


AE Damasous lies under magnificent moun alae it has lusuriant 
gardens and orchards and these in turn are surrounded by deserts. 


128 mosques besides the Great eae At the right « 


- Street called Straight is one of the principal highways of Damascus. 


Damascus is the heart of the Mohammedan world. The famous — 


Se 


iy 2 leads from the fae eee on the south .to the bazaars and is about 


‘the only straight street in the city. It goes right through the city 0 
and is and=is wide enough for two or three carriages to pass on it and 
ee is the center of traffic. The Street called Straight is a vaulted — 
tunel where the light estica Cheese ¥ little apertures in ree roof which 


is about one hundred feet above the pax aon Bach trade has its own 
designated section and whatever it is that you wish to buy you know at 


- once: where to go to buy that particular article. 


“The saddle bazaar is by itself in its own particular section. 


The harness Shops are about twelve feet deep and in each one ‘there are 


two or three saddlers busy plying their trade. Harness hangs from the © 


ae 


walls. There are saddles of kinds for camels, donkeys, horses. There | 


- “s 


f D. 


are gay trappings for Arabian steeds, leather buckets for watering the 


animals on the desert and there are blwe amulets and necklaces of blue 


beads to ward re the evil eye. 


ever. it can be Uae: Almost eversienimat wears a necklace of blue. 


7 


beads around its neck or wound in its tail. 


a é: 
yo 


Damascus Laney es an extensive trade and its bazaars are eke 


is ay scratched ite curfece. ‘In’ these Moles ihe agian Wakim. spent his ‘youth 


PRONE 


As soon as his little fingers were 


nimble enough he was Cee ‘leather for reins and harness and as time 


: went on he learnt to do the more intricate work. But he was interested 


~ 


first and foremost in horses. They were his main interest in life. 


i  iteom the main interest they became his mania, his passione 
nee - Wakim could ride horseback almost as soon as he could walk. Ba 
His father's horses were of the kind that were called "Town Arabs ee 
other words they were not the famous desert Arabians of song and story : 
_ although they had strains of the real Arab blood in them. When Wakim 


grew old enough to help with the horses he did so more and more until his 


father practically depended upon him ta their care. As soon as his daily | 
duties at the shop were finished he outa hurry outside the city to the 
farm and here he spent all the time he could spare. He willingly tended 


the Naa eaaag aaa rode them and made friends of theme 


in aed out. As is the case in Oriental atetee. coffee drinking and pipe 
smoking and friendly conversation GA a part of trading and business : 
transactions. And the same customers return season after season a are 
arena Like old friends. In the horse-trading market also there is much 
sociability and. exchange of hospitality and conversation. The most inn 
teresting of his father' s customers from little Wakim's point of view 
were the Bedouins and their Bchechs wire at specified times came in from 
the desert to replenish necessities or to sell colts, camél's hair and ‘ 


such other articles or animals as they were wont to dispose of. Some- 


times they would permit the youngster to ride their beautiful horses 


: are while siping pete and smoking with his father would answer his 


“finally he said to ‘him, "Son, I have decided to let you take over the a 
breeding and sale of the horses for yourself. That will relieve me of 


know you dislike. This way we will both be better off. What happiness, 
oe spend his time now with his beloved horses! Young Wakim was much y 


| “they” raise the finest Srabian horses. They are a migrating tribe Be ay 


More and more, as time wert! on, Wakim became attached - to the: 


horses and lost interest in the work at the bazaar. His father nature 


ally could not help but hotiee Wakim's distraction and inclination SO 


further anxiety about them and you need not work at the bazaar which I 


elated and from then on his whole time and attention were given to his e 
friends, the horses. 7 
i oD From time to time a Schech of the Anezeh Bedouins would arrive 
in Damascus and do some of his shopping in the bazaar shop of Wakim!' S- 


% 


father. The eenee are the most ila i of all the Bedou iis » They are 


sing the desert annually» In winter _they keep near Nejd in Central a 


“arabia where it is warm and the feed is better. As Spring abe 


desert near Aleppo where they spend the summer months. As fall comes 
they start across the upper end of the desert past Palmyra and then go 
down in the direction of Riad. This schedule has been.in force ever since 


the history of the desert has been recorded. The great Anezeh aa 


the one containing the finest horses. The Sehseh who came to Wakim! - 
to ao business st eon him, that is the Pericuae one with which we ane. 


with him to wig tribe. And so Wakim went to live with the Hedouine. 


There he learnt alf there was to earn about horses, at least 


Vd ie 
from the Oriental point of view and he knew from then) that his life a ea 


- would be inextricably bound up with them. It was Wakim's good fortune 
to know many of the famous horses of the world who were bought by con-= o 
noisseurs and exported to various European countries as well as to the } 
‘United ‘States, horses who made history in the equine world. For these hg 

Derg tatt on the Sultan’s permit was necessary and generally only the a 


stallions were allowed to be taken out of the country. The Bedouins lay 


ae ‘all the emphasis on the maternal line. The colt gets its value from the 


blood. of the mother. They rarely consent to exportation of the mares - ie 


although they will sell the male colts foaled from famous mares. ae 
After Wakim spent years with the Bedouins, going to Damascus Pi 

: at intervals when the tribe wandered that way, he paid an extended visit : 
| to Win father. By this time he was &@ young man in the early twenties 

ena he married and should have been ready to settle down. But the Bedouin 

love of wander ing must have: gotten into Wakim's blood because he could 
ules be coneens to remain im any place very long. He bade goodbye to nis i 
| wife whom he never saw again as well as his child and for this action 

alone he has been much censured by his countrymen. He had made the 


acquaintance of friends of his father's who were in business in South 


America and through them he received commissions to export horses to ais 
the Argentine. ‘This was an opportunity that he had been waiting for, a 
5 alee ry life ieeca him, he wanted to wander and he grasped at this chance, 


Rhee 
He went along with his cargo of horses and colts and from South America 


ety mites! shaving made goasiderebie money in horse-trading and the races, he os 


i making plenty of money, sometimes losing, 


languished in poverty. 


“For: a. noke time Wakim travelled the length and breadth of the a 


‘United States never staying in one neighborhood for any extended space 


é 


of ‘time. He naturally gravitated wheagban es: those places where horses 
were the chief interest and gradually he followed the races, sometimes 


sometimes trading in horses 
as well as placing bets. At times when he made money he invested in 


other things such as real estate Saapay or anything that Looked good to cy 
OCH Via) he. ya iis 


Ve aaa. He took long chances gd aes vevellen in periods of prosperity ane 


His life became one procession of ups and downs. 


Pringrt Lee 


” Pinally he landed in San Francisco and during a period of money, he Srenea 


a coffee shop at the beach and another coffee shop in the heart of town. 


where - the customers were mostly Syrians, Greeks, Armenians and Turks. 


o Re never stopped betting on horses during all this time and luck was 
"generally with him. At times he over-reached himself in his undertakings 
and then he took to card-playing at which he got the reputation of being, 


_ none too honest. Several years ago (be opened a Syrian restaurant on 


Bush Street and it thrived for a time but he had gone into this business 


in two other partners and they were oheniuied quarreling and there 


were constant. ‘disagreenents. The depression eame along and the reste 


‘ 


aurant was abandoned. Wakim was an excellent cook, especially in the 


Preparation of Syrian dishes and it is the coneensus of opinion of his 


om? 


Se never a popular member of the colon 


Wakim Hanna EL 


Wakim drifted about for some time holding various jobs as cook 
in different coffee shops and in beer taverns, when the repeal came. 
But he has a restless nature and for a variety of reasons some of which 
I have mentioned already, he never seemed able to remain long at any 
one place. At present he is back at the pastime of following the races 
ané hs can always be found at one of several gambling spots in the city. 
He still believes that he can recoup the tidy fortune that he once poss~ 
essed and that he can do so by this means. That is in the realm of, 
possibility on account of his thorough knowledge of horse-flesh and 
performance. Who knows? Perhaps he will make the grand coup one of these 
days. 
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Te lite of Mr. Zeibak reads like a Horatio Alger success” 
story He is a very bbe! man who owns a string of stores and 
he 1s one of the most important men van the Bivins Gai tornad. | 

go into his beautiful San Francisco shop on Grant Avenue any morn- 
ang and you wila find him in his. office poring over his books or ; 
ee ‘business correspondence while hig polite and well-groomed salee 
ks ‘men attend to the front end of the shop and wait on the customers. 
"-Everything about the place breathes refinement, success and scoom 

‘plishment. 
ae found Mr. Zeibak a charming, intelligent man of Serge 


| fifty years of age, a most engaging personality and very respons= 


“ive, quick to reply to anything I asked and he had a most interést= : 


ing. life story to tell. 

WT bezin with" , he said, "I must tell you of the place 
where I was born. Tt) ae a Acre, Syria. Not many Syrians in 
eae from Acre. It is an ancient city, the place where 
the Crusaders landed from their Menwatves countries in Europe to 
| make their way to Jeruselem which, jin their re 2ligious fervor, was 
their goal. Seee is near the seaport town of Haifa and the road 
"Leading from ‘Acre to Haifa is something remarkable in ite natural 
perfection. The shore is of level sand; wet with the sea, firm 
as cement. The journey along this beautiful foad is a delight. 
| There are two rivers near. Acre=-Kishon, the ancient, that was red- 
dened with the blood of Baal's slaughtered prophets and the river 
- "Belust ‘This seid that the Phoenicians first learned to make 


ty 


even with the sand by the benks of this: erreeeh, me 


‘ his 4/3 ga 
ae ay RS 
ye! re eae ; 


- gyrians, they are a highly efficient commercial race--excellent = 


and alert. business men. 


s 


Acre geen from the bay stands boldly out into the sea. 
es “long dork well, heavily fortified rises out of the sea. Behind 
“at are piled up none cal beeen. blue, white with red roofs or yellow — 
cupolas and sun-shutters of bright green, an enchanting town of 


ae 


“many colors. The entrance through the town is through a solitary 


| “land-gate. It has a hoary history, this region, and has been the 

a ieee of man y long, bloody ‘pattles. As well as being the chief 
Me _ landing place of the Crusaders and for long the principal Gari atau 
‘pattlements, the remnants of which are still to na seen. 

A eA - (One cannot help wondering, in looking at Mr. Zeibak and 
noting his Aryan appearance, Light hair and blue eyes, that perhaps | 
there is a strain of Nordic Crusaders! bloolt in him.) 

From Acre, tyre can be seen in the distance. it is humble 
oa i; ‘now but once Tyre was the crowning | city whose merchants sent their 
wares all” over Sassi ancient world. In these surroundings * spent 
my euniy. youth. To the ¥ritish missionary school’ I owe my early 
Ae training for it is there that I received an excellent education 
and at this point I must admit that the Syrians owe much to Amer-_ 


teans and to the English for the chance for education that they 


have made available to Syrian youth. “But to my own Syrian back- 
ground and family do I owe a certain spiritual bate love of 
parents and filial obedience. With us in Syria-Ta-at-el-walideen 
és ye "(obedience to . parents) has always been youth's crowning virtue. 


ent : a Syrian can give to a | youth "No ) doubt, obed- 


stronghold in the holy Land, it was a place of immense walls, towers 


between the point of view in these things vestiben the east and 


the west. ‘To an Oriental who has just come to this country, Amer= 


“ 


ican. youth seems indifferent to filial obedience. The economic 


. stress and peroun Acie ache tal ha freedom in the west Gvohis the ime 


KH 


Agi 


ae ci ie pression that a ae love and filial ‘obedience are Ty Caotitinathons: rd vel 
shit no more in this country. But in our country the sense of the, , 


a . ro religious command "Lhou shalt honor thy father and thy mother per= 


meates Syrian society from hoheks to lowest. ele 
: (ome my question as to how the Syplan-American youth reacts ‘ 
bie to tm surroundings, Mr. Zeibak answered "Most of our children 
3 “are ok up in close family circles and taught the principles 
“which we hola so dear and in this educated and financially well-off 
families « of Syrians we still manage to hold our ii but in some 
of the Bars ignorant homes where the young have the advantage of . 
more education than their parents enjoyed, there is considerable 
dissention. ‘The children come home with ideas of which the parents 
Deh hee ‘EYEXN have no conception and donot ‘approve. But in those cases 
where the children fave ignored their parents! wishes and gone i : 
their own way we usually find them returning to their parents oes 
ee : contrite and with the feeling that their parents did know best after 
me all and that their pacrereane. is ‘something to be proud rather than 
ashamed of. 


at t i r ! : e 
kee Tier So you will not be surprésed to know that I had a deép , ! 


abiding love for my mother, my father had died when I was very 
young, and the keenest wish in my life was to make her happy and 
her life more comfortable. We were very poor and America seemed oe 


3 


the: Promised land, Packie original Lestine ae lend in which I 


Pat I started school much arias thas fen can children ao: And 
vat. thirteen i, was doing eny and every kind of work that would come : 


cay! Wi was errand boy ‘A some shops and of my own will I helped 
08 merchants. in their book-keeping in order to esea whatever I 
could about it. And so several years went iy My mother had a sis— 


ter who had some means and who was Living in Eeypt and when I was 


ed 
ae 


imixteen I went to her home and lived with her. I told her How much 
pee wanted to go HO America but Ls couldnot save. enough money for the” 
ee from my meagre earnings whch fe had given’ over entirely to 
RAY mother for her own expenses. 80 I finally orevailed upon ay 
hunt to advance me the money ‘to go to America, steerage, of course. 
| * With what high hopes I started out for the Land of Promise? 
Younes. I was only seventeen, I haa only a few dollars and they were 
7 vorrowed ones at bie ice But I was fired by babition ¢ wanted to 
show: ey relatives that I could make good. But no golden portion 
just fell in my 1 BP I won peek success as I had by the most pro- 
|, found devotion to the cause and’ [ was a Trojan for work. ‘Tae 


Lf 


ee Syrian colony in New York and it is a sizeable one, centers around 


"Washington Street and that is where I went upon my arrival to the 


_ neweountry. But the Syrians are quite cliquey. I went around the 
oy colony looking for work and work in those days was to be had if one > 
looked for its But very few “yrians come from Acre so when I would 


ask for Mork ‘among my own countrymen and Late were trom Beirut or 


Fe fh % * 


Damascus they refused me every time. Finally I saw it was no use. 


I knew one as I had learned it in the English school 1 


Ma 


Geta 


iss ‘ 


\ 


* 


started to show results. 
‘one would, being a messenger _ 


a 


came into orate business 


es pert on ewery business. pee. BE ‘aeolded that I must be a Dook= : 

‘Keeper with the idea, to develop into an accountant: I had a good 

head tor eras Werent' ay Phoenician ancestors nee one and 
ue talked evae le into a yee in & Syrian grocery ane ~ 

" ook-keeper ae thirty dollars a mOn eS Very little money and yet 


a lived and ate and saved money at that rate. After several monte 1e 


Se et 


I asked my bore. for a raise which he denied Me » He said that I had - 


agreed to stay six months put i was not willing to work any, longe 


Vin) 


at ‘thet low price and he thought he could intimidate me because + 


eee was young. and new in the country. ‘He paid mg my cheque of thirty, 


PATE NS 


ok axe and then told me he would ‘stop the cheque at the bank. r 


went to the balk first and Feri aenee: the situation to the bankee 
He ‘Listened to me thoughtfully and must have been impressed with 


ee story and then ‘said he would talk to my bee nameentl 


. 


He callea my boss and told. nim that BS could not stop the 


A \ 


es cheque as : had earned ‘the money. There was an altercation but 


Zeibak = 6s 


two Darin canes give me a trial of a month and then to name 

the salary themselves. I didnot know what they were going to . 
pay me if they kept me but my very first cheque read=-one hundred 
dollars--That was quite a jump and I worked for them about a year 
constantly improving my knowle@ge of books and merchandising. | 
After a while I was almost treated like a member of the firm and 
gradually they left much of the detailg in my hands and finally 1 
became indispensable to them. They decided to make me a full- 
fledged partner. They want on trips even going back to Syria for te 
a visit, knowing that their business was well-looked after and so | 
another year passed. But at the end of the year I demanded my share on 
of the profits. I said that they didnot have to take the money out 
but I wanted to see them sign a third interest to me as they nad 
promised anee the profits could be taken out at any time that they 
saw fit. They flatly refused but they said if its money you want 


we'll give you one hundred and twenty-five monthly or even one hun= 


ea. Fe ee ee ae 


dred and fifty. I wouldnot listen to their proposition, I wanted 
my right as third partner. We couldnot come to terms and I left 
then. . 
The debt to my aunt I had paid off long ago with an additiond ia 
present of extra cash, my mother I brought over to New York ana I 
saw that she had every comfort, I married a Syrian girl of New York's 
Syrian colony and I had money in the bank. I opened a neignbokhood 
grocery store of my own. In it I kept among other thingy imported 
Syrian specialties and people started coming from all over town to 
buy them. Just before the war in Europe started my wife went back 


to Syria to visit ner folks and went on to the various European 


cities. 
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they would not live up to their promise of giving me the rights of 


when she returned to America I sold the grocery business and 


we decided to take our imported goods and go to San Francisco 


for the exposition. I nad come to the comclusion that I would 


supply the many Syrian peddlers and small business houses with | sae 
the kind of goods that they usually sell. But I had no idea that ae 


+ would remain in the West. ere 
when we arrived here we found that we liked California 


tremendously and we decided to make it our home. My goods sold 


rapkdly and I branched out opening up other Shops along the coast. . 
ares bane bs Ayre, Vrtyteo arc Sorte Gwen 
And here am still, happy, prosperous and active in the affairs . 


oft the are colony., 
b ONAVLARD Ate RE 
ual eee Gee house in New York which I had left because 


a third interest approacned me over and over again urging me to 
Mid whe 
come back to them. They made up the money which they had kept 


from me at first and offered me every inducement to return to them BS 
as partner but + was launchéd in my own enterprise. _We are still a 
friends and I know they regret tneir actions. My mother became % 
sick and although I made frequent trips back to New *ork to see iad 
her I could not persuade her to come to Galifornia to live. A few at 
years ago she died and I have always been happy to know that I was pa 


able to make her declining years nappy and free from c#re. 
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Beatrice fFroniicn 


oe ABLE BIBRAN 


S 


Arif Gibran is. well- known in the Eastbay pre en colony > 


a 


‘tor. two. reasons. She is a relative of Kahil Gibran, famous 
s Berta poet and philosopher. and she aade more than any local 
"person to keep the song and poetry of the. Arabs and Syrians ae ‘ ) 

- ss alive ‘and vivid here in the prosaic West. | ( 
ee | “Afifi (as all the Syrians call her} was born in Damascus 
oo: Gyrian-Frensh extraction. She is sometimes called "Gabrielle" 
However she considers herself more Syrian than French. ~ 
S ‘Her mother died when she was @ baby and her father took her 
first to t cnaen and later as a young girl to New Orleans. 

While still a young child she ceoued an aptitude for dancing and 
"singing. To help out the family's: diminishing fortunes she sang 

and danced professionally and ied the nomad life of a stage child 
2 ; tor many years. Her mother had imbued her with a strong nation- 
alist # feeling, sang the Syrian songs to. her, eatertained her with 


stories of the colorful Bast and this interest planted there by 


5 her. mother grew with the years. 
sees : ‘She was an ‘American but she loved the Oriental background 
unich v wes: hers by heritage and she “gteeped herself in its gong 
and story o when the changes of fortune brought her to San Frane-_ 
ete : she was “welcomed. by the Syrian colony which at once took 
her to itself. Whenever entertainment was in order Afifi could 
bee depended upon to ‘supply it. She played the Oud and other _ 
Fe an instruments, sang the eidewcrid songs, danced the dancese 
“San Francisco, citizens interested ‘in such things heard about her 


age 


« 


ma 


“atiri is an fateresting and versatile person. She is adept in 


the: art of ‘bookbinding and she has bound beautiful, antique volumes 
ter. the prominent bookdealers. Some old orang she has restored and 


ie with beautiful artistry. 


= She went to the University of California, taking up her resid- 
ence in perrelsy, after marry ing a@ physician, an American man much 


older than herself and from whom she is now separated. Her daughter 


ei 


Ass a typical American ‘schoolgirl and shows not the slightest interest 
- her mother’ 8 s Syrian background or interests. 

as While Afifi attended the. ‘University she became acquainted with 
Wingy students and broadened her interests to include Hindu culture 
= and then she went -on to include a keen interest in anything oriental 
Pi inenc, Japanese etc. She originated a sort of lecture recital which 
“consisted of her telling about the various races of the far east and 


near east. During this lecture she euepnes her costumes to show what 


of their. songs and dances. It. was a most inspiring program and very 


unusual and different and she became prominent in the bay region for 


oe approximately the. year 1930 I became associated with her- 


account of mutual interests. We together opened a studio for 


neiona tiene 


We ‘arranged | banquets, Letinreas ‘enterteinments 


i +b - : 
OG Seas 


ee moving crite eat: we "specialized particularly ¢ on themes. of 


we onetnizes in foods “of: the near east. ‘Onxumager In a later 


In November, 1930, three Arabian citizens opened an Arabian 


oo at 960 Bush street. Later when they gave up this ven- 


eat that time, the restaurant which was named "Arabian Nights" was 


“Like foods. ‘Querrelling between the three partners led to its abe 


andonment. — 
the ‘opening night of the Arabian Nights Restaurant was a gala 


re AfitL and a company of thirty entertained the guests and 


ae assemblage was ) distinguished. The following is an article which 


: . ARABIAN NIGHTS 
‘Those who will, attend the opening of the new Arabian Restaurant © 


Tae iokay wi}l come away with the feeling that they have seen some- 


thing reahiy 4i¢terent and unusual. Many people do not know that 


there is an Arabian pel ony in San lar yoo but many a man whom one 
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oe he 


eae posi 
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i. th Mohammedan Orient. ‘There is the Bedouin woman, the = 


al characters. “There~will: be ‘songs and dances. of those is 

ye ' : Se diy 

es Fe 
ies in authentic costume. “And the weird, native instru- x 


ents, the darabouke, the vina, the ood~all adding their share 


> . a 


o the ¢ etmosphere of the evenin a ALS£i Gibran, the leading 
“lady, at it can be said thet thervis a leading lady, for they 
‘will all be part of a ‘pictures is the niece of Kalil Gibran, the— 
‘fenous J Arabian author and philosopher, universally beloved for. 


his ) masterpiece, the Prophet." Others in the cast include--- 


hoon 


* anamber of ee oan peaceelis the per= 


5 a 


“then Sen Francisco celebrated its first Harbor Day the various 


their ‘wptoal § songs: and dances. At that time afifi Gibran and her 


2) aes 
ik AME 


of the Syrians' business ef ficiency and he called them 
pete 


be he shrowiast traders of the Orient which means a great deal and they still are 


given over to Reauatcy, and Neaceeres_ Alaouite district, on the other hand 
‘ which is situated just north of the Lebanon section is a land of farmers and 
‘cattle-reisors. 

rie ‘siebutte country was called the Anseriych before the World Wer. At 
‘the ond of 1924 when eee federation was dissolved this territory became 


a separate states During the war the Alaouites, rather those tribes which bee 
came the Alaouites 3 stubbaraly Ferdses to provide troops or soldiers for the 

. ‘Turks. , 

In this country the mountains of the fobenon district recede, giving way 
to plains and piatare lands. Formerly this country was overrun with bandits who 
lei ctontes upon the a and recbed the peasants or the infrequent wayfarers. 
"In those days Ruers ware no modern ‘roads, the camel and horse were the only 


a means of transit. The French have built fine “Veet and installed irrigation 


wank the Samah is going ahead ko a fine agricultural future. Latakieh,the main 


Uy eity of the Pxoattes was also formerly a dirty, impoverished , unhealthy town but 
_ ‘now it boasts Sealy park, a Eoulevard, casino, hotel, library and all the other 
F . attributes of ‘ modern cityo | 

: whalcary were and still are for the most part owned by Mohammedan land- 


y owners for whom the fellahs or peasants worked under a wretched system approaching 


serfdom. ; pans : 
Selim Eastfan's father had four wives, the Alaouite's religi® permits 


seven and the women all worked in the fields. When old enough Selim did his 


4 share of the work also, and so he learned many things not to be learned in books. 


- Selim Eastfan Wee 


“Uatil Selim was about fourteen yéars of age his life was fairly un- 


eretta., When Fa was a little boy he helped in making the dung cakes which is. 


ee phe fuel of the Arsou ton Cams} and cattle manure mixed with straw is put inte 


a pit aia stamped upon with bare feet. It is then packed into small rectangular 
cakes and pasted on the walls of houses or on tree trunks and used as fuel when 
needed. When a little older he helped in the fields for his father and sometimes 
for neighbors. In that section there are grain fields, cotton and mulberry are 
grom, tobacco and the inevitable olive : 

In the fourteenth year of Selim's life a great change took place. Up to 
this time he was i ata any ignorant of any country outside of ae own Syria He 
had, so he says, never even heard the word “America? About ‘that time some people 
paid a visit to his hous village. They were dressed in western clothes and at 
first they were thought to be infidels or Christiens. However some of them spoke 
Arabic and ‘they said they were Americans of Arabic descents It was a small group 
of explorers who were on their way through Asia Minor, some babs tihie some American 
and they had some French and Americanized Syrians in the party. They hired some of 
the village people far assist them in various chores and gelim was among them. 

Then it was ku Selim was told all about Americas He continued onward with the 
group and coming finally to Palestine he managed to ship aboard as cabin boy on 
a boat going to England. 

In Englend he was stranded roaming around the ghetto meeting mostly Hebrews 
and some Mohamnedans of India. But he did pick up a smattering af the English 
mreaeke and finally lended a job as Eat s helper on a country estate. But he 
was hg content as he saw no future for him, in England. Thus he kept America as his 
objective in his minds As most Syrians he was very thrifty and. as soon as he was able /,, 
he bought manage third class to the land of opportunity. hutiee Rechnicslity he 


could not enter when he arrived here and he had to return to England where he again 


Was penniless. | bi 
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ped hin get ‘employment on the estate of the Sassoon feusiys 


“The Sassoons Oe 
reses and Jows. 


a 


‘estates in India te which they finally vidas Selime Their London 


They are a prominent family group of England. They ora vast 


Hone is at 32. 


| ee ‘Bruton Square: e In India, Selim was employed in their orchards and gardens. a 


a) 


ere 
ihe remained several years putting aside his money toward the great ddventure--the 


aX) trek to America. 


T 


| ae And that finally came about. The second time he came to America he had a 


Reh rootisdss of the 


- He again went to New York and this time he had no trouble 


English lenguage and a neat pile of money to enter the lands 


entering the country. In 


New York he did various odd Jobs finsliy gravitating to the thing he knew best.- 


aa agriculture and he worked on an estate in Moh hse zc From therwhe peeae west and 


invested his savings in a preperty in Southern Californie where he spec in the 
growing of oranges. One winter he had 


misfortune with his orange crop and lost most 


hea “hut, he sold muxk his property and came north to the vicinity of San 
Francisco. Here he Jou ying 


; oe ates compatriots and opened a fruit and 
“produce artes: He and hie sons go out into tis ; 


aye uantities of 
4 a aha et from Syrian ranchers. Hence he can sell very cedaniye 
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is thriving and he is fairly prosperous. He married a Persian woman and they have 


"several sons and a daughter and the whole family work in the pare and business to 


a 
Latakieh” 
(Latakia) 
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‘The: matter and been tien of depression ean be browses 


nto veried and lengthive discussion, the varied opinions as 


i 


to thé true cause may be expressed in many different ways de= 


pends largely on the circumstances and position that the 


party may be surrounded. ‘the general scenses of opinion seem 


to be quire well founded and becoming more and more visable 


i. ‘as we drift along with the tide. Some are more enlightened 

ae F : on the subject than others. Some have mustered up courage in 
an attempt to do something to rectify the conditions, but 
their efforts seemingly are all. in vain. Principally due to 

_ the fact that the tide and economical structure, as well as 
the financial structure with its teaching is so deeply in- 
Prone ued that it is seemingly impossible to inject anything © 

outside our present limited channels for the betterment of 

ail. Large business ees and corporations bunaclowe poli- 


cies are equally as narrow aS a small or one man business. 


The big business or Corporation's success lies and, is: due 

to, well organized and trained irl darcy in their respective 
duties, watching every move or anything that may effect that 
Weuridculer line that they have in charge, and this applies to 
all departments in an Organization, even to the president, 
titers of eny importance all are submitted to the next 


higher official, all brains being concentrated to improve 


cut down costs of material and labor, many positions being 
filled by iron machines, lobsing track on the human side of 


the business’ in fact, the dollar is the only human element 
Sirin at! 7 Osi, s 3 : yi hae G ; | 


Thg human side of matters from the lowest to the highest in 
lgrge corporations, is almost completely destroyed, office 
oys and presidents have been discarded due to their break- 


down from pressure that was placed upon them 


De DEC. ee 
more consideration than a cog in a whell if a break occured 
the cog is discarded and replaced by a fresh one. By all of 
this concentration long hours of work, fast producing machi- 
one. has developed into a great surplus of idle human 
veings not able to secure sufficient work to éarn their dsily 
necessities, of lifes emt phis is now becoming a burdensome 
problem to the corporations, the wealth becoming concentrated 
more and more, the masses are beginning to feel the effects 
more and more. Deprived of their dialy necessities and com- 
forts of life that each and everyone is entitled to, the whole 
selfish structure will become top heavy, and disaster will 


follow. The more wealth becomes concentrated ,the easier it 


.will be, for confiscation or adjustment. 


this reminds me a little of a coincidence that happened 
in Golden Gate Park the other dey. A well dressed man came 
along, seemingly known to a group of boys or children, with 
his pockets full of bean candies. He would not hand the 
candies to the children, but would throw a dozen or so into 
the grass to see the youngsters roll over each other each 
one trying to get all the-.candy he could, two of the young- 
sters got hurt which caused suffering to them. ‘The result 


was that they could not scramble for the candy beans, but 


the others continued. Thdnan throwing out the candy, seem- 
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Ee younesters that were hurt, one of which was 
aes, more or lege agony. No attention was given by 
an ee called candy man to the disabled sportmakers but 

nck om, apperently sepa happy of what he had done. ‘his 


i same manner and with the same attitude. We are Fighting et 


& 
4 


existance at the pleasure of the few rich who have accumulated 


‘the greater portion of our wealth, and who are depriving us 


of essential necessities and pleasures in Life, on account 


their money gods. 
| The so called depression is nothing but a concentration 
of wealth locked up. by a few, by doiae so they entrench them- 
selves fe aceuma tase great fortune later, by not entirely of 
money but real properties such as houses and farmlands from 
which our existance originates, creating a condition whereby 
the farmers are not able to secure adequate returns to carry 
on, resulting in a mortgage on their farm, finally they find 
themselves unable to meet his obligations, the property is 
then taken overy by the trustee, the farmer enslaved and the 
equity of the property is held by the few with their xsi eal 
up wealth. this effect does not create any insentive for a 
ey or @ man with a family to establish themselves for a com- 
eae living on a farm, but rather drifts into cities and 
EN es. 


becomes a liability not only of support, but the younger @ene- 
it ¥ ‘ ‘ 


growing up in a wrong enivronment, the results many 
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Another factor involved in the depression; that isi, 
many of our people in the United States that came here from 
foreign countries made good money in business and salaries, 
many of which had no intention of becoming a citizen, worked 
to accumulate all the money they could, much of which was 
sent to their land for investment or support of their people. 
In addition; during prohibition times money for liquor was 
flowing very freely to foreing countries for liquor. these 
factors had an indirect influence in bringing about the con- 
ditions that we are confrontec with at the present. We are! 
still infested with many such influences. For example will 
site one caste and that is the Shell Oil Co. Some few years 
ago they sold many millions of dollars in bonds in the United 
States. They. do business principally on American money, but 
practically all of their dividends flow through several chan- 
nels into their main office in London, thus causing a con- 


siderable drain. 
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. Michael Antonius, Syrian al 


A few words on so called the recent depression; 

We fully realize that there is a law of gravity, that 
goes up must come down in one form or another. Since the 
beginning of the war in 1914 everything started on an upward 
grade, quantity of production prices of commodities as well 
as the standard of living, and it so continued until about 
three years ago when trings began to waver, faced with over- 
production, prices began to drift and waver finally started 
on a downward grade, manufacturers tried:.-to. hold .up their 
top standard of production, price cutting here and there made 
its appearance, finally they were faced with a great surplus 
of manufactured material and products on hand, with not suf- 
ficient money on ne to reek their, obligations, which ire- 
sulted in a curtailment of production, thus causing them to 
reduce employment in order to meet their payroll. Banks be-- 
gan to see the handwriting on the walls, also reduced credits, 
purchasing power began to drift lower, and so one thing after 
another was forced to seek a lower level, a momentum of the 
condition started and evidently could not be stopped until 
the whole structure reached a level beyond what it ordinarily 
ee reach, and sn was due to the fact that everything 
was going too fast and drifting in a realm too high for the 
present days and conditions. ‘the conditions and high level 
that we were ee three years ago, may possible be an 
ordinary level fifty or seventy five years from now. High 


levels, as of three years ago cannot be maintained, Bor we 
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were not ready for them, this required many years ‘ps build 
up a high standard level as we had three years ago, and main- 
tain the standard. We all can realize by reading history that 
the lowest trend of our depression reached a few months ago, 
is far above the standards of fifty years ago, while there are 
many out of employment, but these conditions will automati- 
cally be adjusted in course of time, when hours of Labor are 
lowered, this naturally must come, this adjustment may be 
somewhat painful to our capitalistic structure but cannot be 
any harder than for a man thrown out of employment. We are 
now undergoing the trend of adjustment for.labor.,-the Level 
to which this will reach is not known, but must reach a point 
where any man can make an honest, comfortable and decent 
living, that of which we are at present deprived of by our 
capitalistic regime. If this adjustment is not mad within 
ea eourse of two years or so, capital will destroy itself by 
its power and selfishness. ‘that which he has taken shall 
again return, which law applies the same as the law of grav- 
ity. ‘this is now becoming more evident and soon will make 
it felt. if capital does not volintarily make the necessary 
labor and hour adjustment, there may be a danger in compul- 
sory adjustment forced upon the structure, which may bring 
about a dangerous over adjustment, the same as our present 
depression, which threatened many of our big business con- 
cerns. We are now confronted at an era of readjustment 
vaulintair adjustments are the safest and will pay big di- 


vidends in the future, compulsory adjustments are always 
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dangerous and may lead to extremes. his has become evident 
put not fully realized by our big business hae raae 

ihe fundamental cause of our depression in the United 
Spee aa helt as in many foreign countries, is due to the 
fact that the people of the entire world have not reached 
the point of a higher education. ‘*hat we mean, educational 
training along the human element and spiritual side of matters, 
such as dietetics, the foundation of all health, wealth and 
happiness. For example, a man is generally iritable more or 
less, when there is some ailment or iritation in his body. 
Now what causes, the ailments or iritations. All of these 
conditions originate from but one source, and that is his 
stomach. ‘the reason for most all our ailments is due to the 
fact that we consume too much protine and starches, in a 
highly refined form. ‘any of which are almost devitalized 
and demineralized thus upset the chemical balance ina 
stomach, causing an acidity, which brings with its action 
all ailments known to medical science, except such that are 
eaused by force or accident. Millions of lives have been 
lost prematurely to old age on account of the lack of know- 
ledge along dietetic lines. Medical science are, year after 
year, drifting further and further into the idea of treating 
symptoms instead of the cause, for the reason that they find 
it more profitable and so upheld by the vowerful medical 


trust. then comes along our powerful food trust also with 


_their educational programs, working in harmony with medical 
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science leaving remote possibilities for any man to bring 
about natures health educational programs, which should be 
taught in each and every one of our educational institutions. 
History proves that countries where natives live on natural 
foods are not infested with diseases as they are in countries 
where highly refined foods are consumed as their mein a 1.u, 
this creates diseases, brings about nervousness, irritability, 
unrestfulness, discontentment, hate, jealousy, strife and 
wars, and finally winds up with horrible deaths such as 


cancer, etc. which’ sould not have happened had the body re- 


ceived “the proper Sixteen chemical elements. which is re- 


quired to maintain a healthy body. 

Food science will save: the world, if we will permit 
the proper education orogram to be taught in our schools. 
very seldom you see or hear of a healthy person that is 
irritable, selfish and greedy, .if he does.prove such acts, 
it is generally found that he was forced to.do so by some- 


one in that condition. 


Adolph Forth 
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Michael Antonius 


Conditions of the kind that we are confronted with at the 
present time are peculiar in circumstances, no one seems to. 
know just what channel to pursue, however the common masses of 
people are becoming better informed as to the true conditions 
that they are laboring under and how they were duped in past 
century by a few that are now considered if the capitalistic 
Class, having the power and control of the wealth of our 
country, that is the financial wealth. The poor class, as well 
as the wealthier class were the Servants of the few. This is 


becorning a matter of realization, and also is beginning to show 


‘its effect which, however, is, and must come eradually, so as 


not to cause too great of a disturbance in our business struc- 
ture, otherwise it may cause to create revolutionary action, 
which would result in a very painful destruction and adjust- 
ment and lead to extremes. Even tyrants are coming to the res- 


cue of the masses, for the mear fact that they can see the 


handwriting on the wall that it is to their advantage for their 


own good, also that they have some human thoughts and feeling 
left within them, in fact possible as much as any human has, 
however in their Struggle and greed they have forgotten the 
human side of matters, and now since conditions are such that 
they either having suffered great losses and are coming to a 
realization or a time to analize conditions and themselves, 
they find that they have been traveling on the crest of waves, 


with no solid foundation, they are now enceavoring to bridge 
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the way from where we were to where we expected to land with- 
in a few years. Dwindling sagments will ultimately destroy 
us unless reactionary changes are placed in effect, and the 
people are made stockholders of the nation. At present we- 
have two classes of people, the man that rules, and the man 
that knows. ‘hey have nothing in common, and no middle grounds 
for meeting, therefore, the mean that rules knows not the de- 
sire and needs of the man that knows, the man that knows has 
made the man that rules, placed him in power and financial 
position. ‘through series of changes the man in power with his 
powerful finances propine up to such an eacvente thet he has 
ee track of all the human sides of matters, until it has be- 
come unbearable, the man that knows has begun to weaken the 
top heavy powers, and will ultimately cause a tren& to week- 
ening of the capitalistic powers, anc this may start a momen- 
tum that may carry the downward trend beyond the danger line 
thus cause disaster to some of our large institutions or busi- 
ness concerns. Warning of this situation, no doubt, has come 
to their attention, but apparently not recognized still cling- 
ing to the belief that their money power will carry them through 
Money is powerful, but words spoken properly carries a much 
greater power with lasting forces. At present, nearly all of 


us are Slaves, particularly the man that knows. He is tied 


down hands, body and soul by Capital, and has been made and 


afraid to break the Shackles, and become unemployed as many | 
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millions are. He has limited himself unconsciously to the ex- 
tent that he is a slave to money and its powers. ‘Irhese econdi- 
tions are brought about by money power, compelling a man that 
knows to produce more and more as he grows with knowledge of 
the particular business, not realizing that he is underminirg 
himself, little by little, until some day when he has given 
the best part of his life to money, finds himself in a econdi-~ 
tion that he is unfit to carry on and produce sufficient to 
meet With the demands, resulting, in what is termed old age, 
Whereas he sould be, at that age, entering into his most pro- 
ductive area, but he is failing. Why? because money power 
has trottled the secret of how to maintain youth end health. 
The secret, or commonly known as knowledge of life is known 

to many but unable to teach, on accountof our educational 
System. A little less business and more health and social ed- 
ucational system in our public schools will bring about a 
wonderful prosperous and healthy condition for our wonderful 
country that we are living in, and will produce a°wonderful 
condition for the future. ‘Thus eliminate the tense strife ZOr 
a mere existance, when we have and can grow Supplies that are 


nedessary in abundance. 
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Sub; Antonius. Syrian 


Depressions come and zo, but the soul lingers on, worrying through life, 
grouping and battling,‘ which all seems as silly after all is said and done, often 
wondering what it is 911 about, why all the strife fret and worries when there 

is abundance of everything at our midst, if necessary our resource could be 
developed to such an enormous prOaievt dil that the UeS. could almost supbly the 
entire world with the necessities such ss material feed and clothing, now what 

is the answer to all of this so called poverty stricken people, millions of 
people subsisting on charity, and why is it necessary that we are compelled to 


er 


pp 


resort to cherityl The answer to the whole sum and sustance is lack of pro) 


education or education along the proper lines, which at present and for the past 


generation has been withheld and not pemmitted to be taught in our public 
schools, some say this is not true, othors that have studied the sources of our 
conditions and they fully realize and can see the root of our capitalistic ovils 
that exist, not only in the UeS. but nearly 311 countries. Questions ar 


brought up as to why if there is anything better for the masses of the peo; 


why is it not taught to them. The answer to this is the same as to Why are there 


so many idle people and why are they not working at profitable productive labor. 
For the simple reason that ea finds it cheaper to feed the unemployed, snd 
keep the or sent employees wo orking at top notch speed with long hours ther it 

is to shorten hours for a working man. This method will keep the man employed 

at full time in a certain physical and mental state that he is afraid to call 

his soul his own, and the man on charity is battling trying to make ends met with 


the little dole that is being prescribed by the so called administration which 


-is made up of a dictatorial leader and a proup of yes yes advisery board, carrying 


out suggested policies by the so called DOCTOR and so carried on down the line 


naGee dl apaiier its application and fitness. Why is this being carried out in the 


manner and 50 succesfull —=i&By the selection of the proper yes yes men and with 


ah teve: 
ue 


the en money added on to make it an inducement to carry out the preseribod 
policy handed down by the dictorial maney power. Now is this right or WYON’, 

is this whet the living soul requires in life to.maintain 9 healthy condition 

é for our wonderful country and resources thst were put here for all to enjoy ee 
“was ai aetended for but a few, if it was intended for but a few, why do they 

- not Beet tionaslvos to & gpeater extent, they have ali the money to buy whatever 


they want and the very best and still they seem to be envel ped with unhappiness 


and misery, strifing to catch thst last dollar that is circulating not under their 


control. Is it the dollar thet they are actually after, or is it that they are 
Seeking happiness through this channel. ‘The opinion is that they are Seeking 
happiness, without the slightest idea ss how to find it, as all visable channels 
and the real beauty of life are closed doors. to hime He has not the time t+ o 
allow his thoughts to roma the hills and valleys and along the ripling streams 
but is compelled to keep his eyes on the paved hichway, with » térrific speed 
in order that he may not drop off the eduges and fall ove the precipes, passang 
countless of flowers and beauty of nature without having neticed any of theme 
Arriving at a stopping, point tired and miserable. Not heving anything to talk 
about except that fast trip, which of course is merely a secondary idel talk to 
beauty and nature lovers thet engoy life to a greater extent. All beauty comes — 
from nature, and will so remain until destroyed by artifical means nad manner. 


artifical means and manners do not express real beauty. 


Nature 4 beauty penetrates to the extent that it is permitted after that it reflects 


a reflection of good is creative, a reflection of bad is destructive and there is 
8 time when all of these creative forces make their visable appearances 


Capital dictates to man rich or poor, the richer the ercater slave to capital. 
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put for his own sake, to protect him from a too far downfall. Ashnort fall 
may not cause any great damage, put @ high fall invariably causes considerable 
damage and destruction, not only to himself but 911 associates have you over 
traced the history of a professional gambeler, he will play his game honest 
or crooked any way shape or form thet he thicks he can get by with in order to 
win the money, and may possibly accumula 6 a forunte, but there comes a time 
when he will lose all that he gained. Me has lost all account no limti, and no 
able to control himself. Otherwise a limit in many cases would have saved him 
from losing all of his money. Not only that he will hseve the satisifaction of 
having reached a man's limit, he would naturally take-life more easy and enj ov 
4 ‘ 
himself to a greater extent and reflect happiness to others that are stili 
pattling to reach the limit, when they can say. Well done, and enough to enjoy’ 
myself to a greater extent. | 


Adolph Forth 
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On the return to private life from the Ct Pe re 


any particular ability or trade to go to, bar from place 
to place in search of some work, et ordina trades of 
labor never appealed to ak travel Gane ire coast wpe 
studytde conditions, and lookba for oportunity to enter into 
some een a having much py tad saa that the business 
that he wanted required more capital than what he had, gene 
he found that it was necessary for him to buckle down to one 
thing or another on account his finances running how eniee 
in Los Angel@6, where he met some of his countrymen who were 
in the ‘merchandising business, dealing principally in imported 
“wearing apparel,’ decided that that would be a good line,te - 
se11 Xf not having any training in sn tok, deat 
)woaching,” we started out with a certain number of samples, 
such as pajamas, underwear, robes and articles of thet nature, 
Many of the erticles were American made, except that they were 
copied from oriental desiens| however, all was of first class 
material and ee ay, for a very high price, some 
of the articles netted him one hundred percent profit. Hein seater 
that—# bus is a typical Syrian gentleman, with a good 
Per seee er teal leaving that he could sell the merchandise 
principally on account of his knowledge of the materials as 
they are made in the 01d country 9 Shsomceteebe errr teed On Seen 
‘After more or less study and rehearsing his seles program 
- and manner of revert tatioe cat that he was: qualified to at- 
tempt his new business venture, he left Los Angeles for 


Pasadena as advised by his firm, with some leads /¥ ''he first 
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day was’of preliminary work for appointments however{ }he _ 

second day,received an order for a forty dollar bath robe, 

with leads to others, some of which were very valuable cus- 

tomers Vater on. -His “first ¢all proved fruitless due to the 

fact that his introduction was not from the proper sourcey 
nie 

Komet@ny Found out the reason why he was not Me codwide dt tee 

immediately set out to get a start from the proper channel 

of introduction.) First’ cal1&4n the secretary .of a wealthy 

gentleman thet he wanted to see. The secretary bei interest- 

ed in the Peieds catthnee cbyoieniswerte ican at his. home on 

a certain time and day when his wife would be there. Not 

only samples were displayed before them but many very attrac- 

tive garments were brought over from Los Angelesy garments 

that would interest them. The garments all were marked up 

to a very high price, however, for an introductory offer 

they would reduce the prices twenty five percent, with the 

understanding that the lady would make special efforts to 

display the garments that she purchased at a party or tea 

given at the- home of the wealthy gentlemandMa fer days later 


Mr. Antonius ‘received a ‘call ‘from the lady of the house. ‘The 


; ) j > * 
firm immediately madeYspecial selection of garments and what 


not which were deliverec in proper carrying cases at poe 
, sa Wprht 
sari ~ rtly after "fv" »rtrerntee— 


called. The delivery of the parcels were mace by an especially 
fine delivery car. After the display of the articles it was 
learned that there was a certain garment that the lady wanted} 


with @ telephone call“an the garments arrived within a short 


a om meee 


6 


alte 5: oa ‘tbe 


vistet seme t 
i el a 
* if » Veta mel ten fan ,colsauvborirk te 


, 7 
5 a ‘ "8 ‘ 
. : a 
4 | : ’ ; ~ . 5H raf: it a 
ri ip 
A i ‘ 
‘ - ; ’ ai 
2 a a + 
¢ & di Oo 
) 
ni 5 + ' 
p ‘ 4 ¢ j Pe #5 . 
4 r a 
1 
j ¢ ’ 
44 we 
a i ; pe) 4a) 
r 
P , 
' sur bt 
os ie ¥ 
y 
i 
t “ ft 7 * (5 
’ : i AL : f 
; # 
r 
~ 
‘ “% . on 
* ‘ - " oY » be 
i a 
re * , “ - r> nm a bal : - 
. iuq aa) esosdet Bivow verte 
% ‘ 


- 
<4 F s2torea he 7 
‘ =i" mul te ae i, 
; 5 i) 


ed? Yatqal tb 


278d 


woth edt wad 


d ceae & read £1 ovitte Bi neurey ¢ 


ig 


time, this was a very profitable’ day for Mr. Antonius, leav- 


ing there with approximately a hundred fouth Mayet © 
aye 
the original sale was approximavVely 1undred, the balance 


of one hundred dollars was made accoWnt a reduction in prices 


on other articles that were not so much in demand. Oh what 


« 
%. 


a day. A months wages in one day for & i This was not 
all, he also was given a card of introduction to a friend of 
this wealthy man Antonius realizing the fact that the friend 
being in the merchandising busines:, he could not get by with 


the absorbenant prices, so he decided that he would try to 


sell him a-bitt—of coodsfor his store for retail purposey afd 


Frais idea worked out very nicely, but with a smaller margin 
of profit, but a good business, principally on account ‘the 
yr” 
sale to the wealthy party Win a Se ee ete keate: it 
more difficult for his importer to secure the class of mer- 
chandise, principally on account the war conditions. Grow- 
ing worse as time went on, finally )it became necessary a 
look forg%fther line or livelihood. However, in the eight 
months or so made a very handsome profit, and’ enough money 
saved up to enter into some business that could be carried 
on with less than ten De inn t De rerent one thing and another, 
finally came to San FranciscoLeas#a# one of the highest 
elass apartment housesy A first business was good with full 
house, serving 01d country style dishes which were very pop- 
ular. However, as time drifted on, and the so called de- 
pression became more noticeable, the guests beggumusé tO 


complain that sney enh Mee ends meet, some leaving for 
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of stopping the ats dah poke decided that he would limit 
himself and that will answer the future question, but later 
in years he realized and wished many times that he had 
stopped drinking the strong drinks at the time when he be- 
gan to realize the effect, he would be far better off today. 
He is now suffering from the effects, and realizes that the 


re tO 
Ves 


this axe has caused him, little fortune, many unhappy days, 


liquor and indulgence, from the time he was a youngste 


and finally resulted in a complete breakdown. (This will be 
WAN 9 ie te ty 2 ti lod od AA K HK sy 


explained in a later issue) 


a ickey was a very powerful man, physically as well as 


ee 


/ / mentaly, until later years. He knows not the power of his 
j/ 

( / success, in fact, most all Syrians are very powerful, and 

\ they are great people to venture. Many leave their native 


~) /; country, for a while, to seek a’ fortune, and a big majority 


do make it. ‘lthey, in many cases, return home to their people 
to display their success. Many enter business, others lobby 
around, critisize, digaprove, and even critisize their govern- 


yy ment, some even defy their government, in which case, the man 
9 generally finds himself in the military service, and those 
sf that enter business in most cases, become dissatisfied and 
want to get away. in nearly every case they realize very 
little out of the property that they paid a handsome price lt’ : 
they leave for other parts to make another fortune, and most 


of them return to the United States where they made their 


irst, so-called, fortune, be it large or small. 
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left behind, and the good father that provided so well for 


him. Nearly every night after retiring he would spend at 
least a few minutes in meditation, ew of the ones that he / 
left behind, the good old home where he was born and raised 
and the many other things that he had to leave behind. 
Shortly after, his father sold his home and moved to 
igypt¢ amt bout the same time ,the girl that he loved de= 
cided to come to the United States, arriving at Cairo, 
SR oon @ man and was married. With 11 these happenings, 
the old home sold, the girl that he loved was married, 
changed many of ame. plertés that he had in mind for the 
future. in fact, he grew very much disgusted, and never 
made friends with girls for ten years. He left for Virginia 
to visit a panes crice friend, then to Lafayette where he 
started a saloon, which proved a success. Having the roam- 


; 


ing fever, sold his business and left for Beaumont, Texas » 


To be continued. 
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decided to first geta geod educationg thet tis parents 
were willing to give nity” he finally entered what was known 
as the American College founded in 1864 by Dr. Henry VQn 
Dyke ytaking up ‘urkish, Pant English and French. ‘this 
is now called the eer enn University and covers 75) acres. 
this course cost him 150) pounds a year rot Wai tien and 
board. 


He found himself very successful in his studies, wrote 


articles for newspapers that surprised the publisher as 


well as himself, as he was,burning ee love and ambition, 

S Wik that ape é ft apenpecetete: haat 
this was at the age of(17 
A horse, gun, and” women were the Deri of Bet am- 

bition. A horse to carry him; a gun to protect him, a 
woman to love him. This is what forced per Ae forge 
ahead and prove himself a real man. de had ators which 
was exceptionally well trained, an-Arabter—horse, and be- 
came an exceptionally good horseman while aktendine college. 
His father also had a horse, both these horses were trained 
for fighting. Several other young men in the neighborhood 
had horses that were trained. ‘they would occasionally 
stage a war manuver . His father being exceptionally well” 
posted in this line of sport, generally walxed away with the 
honors, With the exception of two occasions, when Mickey 
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and his pals planned a worrier or manuver contest, and yhis 
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= \ At the age of (18) while attending the University, com= 


re bt 


peting with his fellow students, he studied oe he at=times, 
,averaging(12) hours a ae. a ee 


Not being accustomed to hard work, life became somewhat 
of a drudgery, sacrificing many hours of pleasure that some 
other fellow students took advantage, not that he couldn't 
afford it, as he had a sufficient allowance, but felt that 
he wanted to master his assigned studies and rank amongst the 


highest in the class, and so he did. However, in later, months, 
phArbrrrety Ue datechu Qe 


the long hours and hard studies became a crudgeryg! growing 774: oie 
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a. Mickey asked his father for his approval of his 
this was granted g /realizing that the boy was burning with am- 
bition, “gave him fifteen hundred dollars as a start for him 
in a business venture. His father being a young many once 
upon a timey himself, realized fully the feeling and desires 
of a young man of that age. Mickey immediately informed the. 
principal of his school that he was about to leave the College 
to set out to make a mark for himself. Realizing that he was 
fairly well equipped with knowledge of the business world, to- 
gether with his education, he felt that he was well able to 
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: any problems that may confront him, which, however, did 
not always prove out fully as he anticipated, but did not en- 
counter any serious difficulties. Obsticals that developed 
‘during his ee ee att meaxly a hep to ereater knowledge, 


realizing this, he was prepared and sometimes felt that the 


more problems that confronted him, the greater and more power- 


ful he Gta be some day. [ His a A/ canbe 4 test came when he >> 


was/about, to leavg on his journeys \\and bid his sweetheart 
TSA His We friends mew did se matter so much and 
/ates) ester née etri got married he ‘pegan to Fealize thet 

d his, little Love affair was nearly a dream and a mattey of 
thought that he ditenee his mind to dwell upon, but goon came 
ve realization that there were many other girls thalt were her 
equal. So the whole opie gt a of affairs was dismissed from his 
‘mina, leaving him without a ging oto ‘think«of, but with greater 
knowledge of ahs some of the love affairs come and go in a 
persons Lite’ ys experience gF ahae a digapodstment to his 
thoughts Ang/beter iw his younger days. Now ‘only his love 
affairs pat his business ventwre turned out to be seeeee: 
aifterént than wHat he visuglized same AO be. | Bat found that 
his experiences proved euks to closely Erare with the in- 
formation and advice that his father gave him from time to 
time One particular instance when his father informed him 
that it is possible for a man to be well to do financially 


and broke in six months thereafter, this he could not see, as 
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ye Byon ic stebiie’ Sailing for the United States) met a very 


fine gentlemen han eral it became eee ante ats 
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man had a wide business experience. ‘from |, learned and re- 


ceived much good advice regarding the methods iy doing busi- 
ness in the United RNS ) Pete PavAs whyeh he 


which proved tyue to me later / in 
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peel niee life /and that was fs not 0d to do /ousiness on 


rengmbered Nery aye aeand, 
any copes extend with his own YT for the reasén that 
sooner or later there fill b be/ a decided advantage Bg 

“a ae or indirectly by either ary due AS, their pareera! 
acquaintance. (The Ari ter doesnot fully agree in his.) Much 
of thié can be avoided sey a person nes the proper Fabi tity’ to 


judge personeY baarestar® 
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was planned in a manner that Mickey's father did not see 


in time. ‘the plot Enet was worked out by the boys;was to 
trap him. in the cleat the elder eskuowlegaed his defeat, 


and this pr eree a great day for Mickey. 


of _——— 


Vy Proud of his victory, and a hero in the eyes of his 
= and pals. ‘this brought a great confidence in 


his youhg life, growing greater with ambition and adventure, 
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stud } being able ‘to ee four, Aangueges , felt that he 
wed wed equipsa to eae fo Himself, 2g Ac big thi 


[thawing ae ae successfully several years of Upa veral ty 


; for himsel P< "uA \ | 
Wy Moc us ay decided thert-he would go to South 
® 
Africa and start some kind of a business. ‘the two weeks 
of preparation shall never be Bad sie Some farewell 
2 " ad ae 
receptions were given in the honor iteeleey . in these 
é 
receptions he received advice of all descriptions, am 
ywiedey : 
fact, so meny that he was finally compelled to forget all- 
of them and follow his own conscience dictations. 
, Mickey set out for South Africa, Arriving at Marsalles 
hk, mekoa countrymen, who persuaded him to come to the United 
States with him. Needless to say teet it did not take much 


persuasion to change his mind. They were off for, what was 


ee. 


known to ay the good Old U.Shty : 
FAS Arriving at New York with approxi sately a thousand 
get ives 

dollars), with courage and ambitiony 1 there was always 


something lingering in his mind, nd the gird that he 
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Mienael (rick-name Mick) was born in 1884 near Cedars of 
ag DEP &L- ROMA 
Lebanan, batr=itkenar, 


a city of 15,000 inhabitants. 
The memory of Mickey's life began at the age of five 


years, wherjhe was still nursing em his mother's reece 


began to realize that he was a young man; grew 


ashamed to-think that a young, man BA nie age and leater of 


hde Cd re at hue é WFLA a 
his playmates pluie” imaeaiately ey ath hn his nursery. In 


later, years he began to realize that this good old fashioned 


? 


parscoe is what made him strong, healthy and vigerous; and 
placed him in the leadership of his playmates or fang, also 
being the only child, he received adwantages that some of 
his playmates did not get. : 

Yoys were practically unknown to Mickey or other Lag Butea 
in that ey Ae ee their Sear consited ehierly ina. 


Va tie -4e4 ihe pbiqasant 20trde . 
j A His pet goat, Rumpey, ine 


Soar ee 


one of his greatest ates omen tatjambeeh “wes (At ‘the | aze oe seven, 


Ss yee Gey 


Mickey trained the goat when very young to use 
or goatS habits of defense) to bump with his head. his was a 
daily amusement for Mickey and his playmates, however, after 
Rumpey grew up, this kind of sport did not appeal to the 


A Ae 
fds = Rumpey Witzeon the @lert 


youngsters sO much, 


at all times for someone to stoop or play in a certain manner, 


numpey frequently upset some 


of the youngsters playing by his swift action and bumping. 
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ihe rough sport of Xumpey caused him to land in the pesture 
with the flock of goats.  } 

After lodsing Kumpey as a playmate, a swimming eee was 
organized, Mickey being the aio ee swimming pool 
being quite a distance from the house, a aeringts time was set 
fer-to go swimming each day. ‘this created considerable en- 
thusiasm and a lot of fun for himself and ples ety 
morning Mickey would wait patiently for the afternoon hour to 
A the playmates to gatuer and leave for the swimming 
pool. ‘this was the happiest hour of the day. 

ie the age of nine yeews shall not be forgotten onmee— 
count of the lesson that he learned from his playmates. ihe 
custom was that the first thursday in February eters aside 
as a holiday) or considered so, for everyone to drink hara 
drinks (Anisette), Mickey and his playmates early on vhursday 
morning prepared their food and provisions. A Goat skin fill- 
ed with wine “started out for the io SN of feaars 
to a cave and a well. ‘the cave oe natural erosion of 
eae. and the well oF &@ spring nen. for centuries. ‘rhe 
cave was deep enough to accomodate fifty people. A hard ef- 

A ALAN ~t55 

fort of forest climbing seteea theneeiases én the cave, to eat 
and drink wine mixed with snow, efforts were made to give pro- 
per and appropriated spe&ches te the pirates cave. After a 


few hours of amusement they consumed all of their eats and 


erinks Piney Started their journey homeward so as to reach 
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home by six in the evening, as instructed vy Iihickey's mother. 
Mickey Sic theyleader , naturally felt that he had to take 
the lead in arinking siaesitye he journey homeward he found 
that things were not as well as should be} however, they 
managed to reach home im time for a delicious dinner. the 
dinner consisted chiefly of Okra stew. lveryone enjoyed the 
dinner but llickey, however, Mickey was happy to see his play- 
mates enjoy the dinner. After the playmates left and returned 
to their hones, Mickey said to his mother, "I did not feel 
like eating phrenad happy to sec the boys enjoy their dinner”. 
The mother said that Wegimens comes from making others happy. 
Misery comes from making others misereble. 

Mickey was very much impressed with the social customs 
that prevailed in that part of the country. No family, except 
on rare occasions, would spend their evenings alone, if some 
neighbors did not call cwmes—before a certain hour, they would 
go out and call on some neighbors that were at home. To spend 
the evening, occasionally the elders would call at a home and 
Pai t where Mickey did not find pee ae playmates, ema this 
spoiled the evening for him. Especially prepared meets or good 


cooked meals were not eate without someone being invited to 


cer, and many times 
Aiwhm tarAtt te 


Mickey's friends were the lucky ones to (pertietrete 


participate in 
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After 
the age of nine Mickey was allowed to carry the prepared dough 


to the public bake ovens where the bread was baked. The ovens 
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The house Mickey lived in was five hundred years old and 
is still Standing there today. Built of Stone, very comfortable 
and cozy. In the colc ,snowy winter days, Mickey would love to 
build up a big fire in the fire place with charcoal, then lie 
down in front and dream of his dee ts From the age of seven, 
most of his evenings were spent pee aia community story teller, 


4-tity 
the admission woe hives cents which included a cup of coffee. 


Stories of all descriptions were told and read by this man. 


/ di 
Music also played a big part in the young mans ite [sins 
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quite well to do finanosally, ce > Peceived many things, and ads 


etme Viet uiokey | wes “ats only ae and his parents 42. 
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PU” good things thet nore. 
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His father bought | 
a cat that seemed almost eaeton the cat understood most 
anything that he was told, that is, pertaining to his daily 
life and duty, as well as tr p1Y» on-—account..of..the-excep= 
tional-abitity--of-the-cat..to-understand and do. Mickey 
thought that ce was no eae cat in the world that could 
equal ana Ae he was not ‘ene pet for outdoor sport, but 
furnished tHe amusement in and about the house in conjunc- 
tion with his two birds. 

the cat would never touch or eat anything without 
first given taE permission. When there was anything about 
the house that appealed to his gaeriine taste, he would 
eitherstand or lie down close by and remain until he was 
either given a part of the article to eat, or told to get 


KA 
away that same was not for him. 


? 

One day the lady of the house placed some meat in the 
air cooler but left the door open. A neighbor cat happened 
around where the cooler was so the cat of the house im- 
mediately picked up the piece of besf steak carried same 
in the kitchen and placed it in the lap of Mickey's mother. 
Noticing the strange cat, they immediately set about to make 
a thorough peo oe to see if ie dS loving pet cat, really had 
the intelligence as appeared, emi found sitmitar regecurences 

Wie Aimilar instances Thteee Veni s became a talked of cat in 


the neighborhood, Mickey being the proud palh. 
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his two birds; one-of"Whteh was ¢ a Golden Oxia , 
Etch 


b, Sa 


very sweet Rel iing tone, jisie\zulbul, black feathered with 


yelion, spota;,#ize of a quail bob tail. This Bulbul -wowkd 
learn to talk and sing very quickly and understand the 
language. Always at the beck and call of the lady of the 
house, he would come ene go at ons. command. Hasson, #8 the 


canary, and Bulbul one xs Singing cheerfully, 


other i jumping from shoulder to Shoulder talking te—birem,. 


HO WAROME= 


the guests of the house ere squativhg on a demesques made 


mat tn—tie-tiven, under a jasamine tree, very fragrant when 


flowering. Clear air, bright moonlit nights with a breeze 
flowing over, the trees caused loceasionally_ a flower to 

fail, gave considerable amusement. A game was played; 

the one that. was bledsed with the/ number of flowers to 
fall on them would be considered, es-ve~termn-tt, csithere the 
queen or king for the evening. This afforded a very beaufiful 
and enjoyable/pass-time, particularly for Mickey, his Beet 
heart, and playmates. in fact fcc Rn Ser very popular ~- 


in the pene on when ye Flowers were falling. 


this, owbver, aide ~ See the cupid: part with mickey 
as it\ did with fre of the young men and women. | Mickey \ 
\ 


realigec that he \could not\be contented, to settle down 


until such time he cou a 


= nenea rex experience 


and greater knowledge of the \world and ae. to his swe st 
VO tn 
heart that he i wo thy of marrying her. 
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SeGe Saklem, Syrian, was born near the city Antioch in 
& suburb called Bateyos in Syria, which is situated between 
Asia Minor and big Asia. 

There were nine in the family. His mother is still alive 
at the age of ninety-one, living in Riverside, California with 
ene of his brothers. 

Mre Saklem learned his trade in silk, weaving and making 
garments and smwis. He informed m that the pure silk mater- 
jals manufactured there never wear out; that he himself still 
owns silk garments that are more than sixty years old, and that 
many girls when getting married, and who are toe poor to buy a 
wedding dress, wear the same dre ss that the mother wore when 
she was married. | 

Travel there is mostly by Carevane The country is tropi- 
cal, or semi-tropical. Fruits are grown the year round, figs, 
grapes, pomogramtes, pears, and apricotsae Antioch is a veri- 
table Garden of Eden, according to a travel uxt jer, so said 
Mr. Saklem. 

Rie etn there is not by note or ear. Feople gather to- 
gether and sing. At the age of sixteen Mr. Saklem went toa 
sort of park some thirteen miles from Antioch. The dances 
there were a motim of up and down, a sort of vertical dance, 
I should say. The religion is the ancient Armenian and Pro- 


testant. ‘The ancient Armenian is somewhat similar in ritual 
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$.G. Saklem, Syrian, was born near the city Antioch in 
a suburb called Bateyos in Syria, which is situated between 
Asia Minor and big Asia. | 

There were nine in the family. His mother is still alive 
at the age of ninety-oney living in Riverside, California with 
one of his brothers. . 

Mr. Saklem learned his trade in silk, weaving and making 
garments and shawls. He informed m that the pure silk mater- 
jals manufactured there never wear out; that he himself still 
owns silk garments that are more than sixty years old, and that 
many girls when getting married, and who are too poor to buy a 
wedding dress, wear the same dress that the mother wore when 
she was-married.e 

Travel there is mostly by caravan. ‘he country is tropi- 
Gal, or semi-tropical. Fruits are grown the year round, figs, 
grapes, pomogranates, pears, and apricots. Antioch is a veri- 
table Garden of Eden, according to a travel writer, so said 
Mr. Saklem. 

Singing there is not by note or ear. People gather to- 
gether and sing. At the age of sixteen lir. Saklem went toa 
sort of park some thirteen miles from Antioch. ‘he dances 
there were a motim of up and down, a sort of vertical dance, 
I should say. ‘The religion is the ancient Armenian and Pro- 


testant. The ancient Armenian is somewhat similar in ritwal 
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to the Episcopalian. At the age of fourteen, owing to the 
death of his father, young Saklem set out to support the 
family. For a time he travelled witha missionary who was 
a consul living in a sea port tow. later on he travelled 
for a doctor, acting as interpreter. ‘his doctor lived in 
Tarsus. in this way he supported his mother and brothers 
and- sisters, travelling in and around Beirut and Yarsuse 

He came to owe country at the age of twenty-one. for 
a time he worked in a steel mill, also machine shop, and 
also an inventing establishment, learning the language all 
the time. Finally his brother came over to be with him and 
Wir. Saklem began travelling in the picture business and has 
‘always been in it ever since. He is married and has two boys. 
He is a citizen. | 

Mir. Saklem told me that when the World War spread into 
furkey that his folks retired into the mountains until they 
were finally informed that a French cruiser was ready to take 
them away. 

Fragments of the ancient wall still surround Antioch. 
The city had no sanitary system when Saklem lived there. It 
was under the rule of Turkey. ‘he Armenians, Syrians, and 
Greeks do not like the Turks. However, the petter class of 
Turks do not drink, and are to an extent, honest. ‘he Turks 


consider the Armenians and others, dogs, and speak to them as 
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While drinking was not so prevalent as it is now, still 
the better class of iurks do not drink. ‘his, before France 
began its mandate over this sectio, was to a great extent 
universal, but since the war this has not been so much the 
case, as a large distillery was built, and since then drink- 
ing has been far more prevalent. 

Under Turkish rule, conditions were very bad, particu- 
larly under the Sultan Ahmed. ‘his condition has become much 
better under French rule. 

Mr. Saklem related an incident concerning his brother 
Abraham, who when seventeen, left school and was travelling 
to a relative. His school books he carried with him. It 
was necessary that he be searched at certain given points, 
and in the searching an «ssay that he had written in school 
scoring the Turks was uncovered. ‘he boy was arrested and 
spent eight months in prison. A Turkish prison is probably 
ag mean a place to be confined as there is, according to Mre 
Saklem. ‘the men are herded in together and sleep close to- 
gether on mattresses on the prison flow. Fleas and lice 
prevail. ‘Through a missionary the English ambassador in- 
terceded with Sulten Ahmed and, in one of his better moods, 
he pardoned the boy. When informed that he was pardoned, 


the boy shivered for he had know of others being pardoned 
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and then shot when leaving outside the prison walls. How- 


ever, in his case, the pardon was authentic e 


The depression has hit it. Saklem's business sadly. 


However, he is well pleased with Americae 
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The life story of Meriea is not one of dramatic high-lights. It is rather 


nthe simple, poignent tale of how an untutored foreign peasant woman overcame panes 

ui ‘icaps te lia a successful American business woman. 
Maria Wad Vee dak eas village in the Lebanon district, at the foot 
of Mount Lebanon. Her scala were poor peasants who worked the land for a 
- lendowmer who pocketed practically all dan the family were ops to pay and a 
very bare living was all they hed for themselves. She was the only daughter but 
_ there were several brothers. The whole family,mother, father, sons and daughter 
worked the fieldse They were Greek-Catholics as most Syriens living in that vice 
qaiay and loyal to their religion. In due time Maria married a neighbor's son 
ind as far as she was concerned she would save babu partackiy content to remain 
te her status forever. But her young husbend had friends wie had gone to America 
and tales drifted ee to distant Syria how marvellous the new land was and how 
teasressive its people. So Ishak, the husbend, broke the news one morning to his 
wife that he was all ready end had made arrangenmnts te go to America. That he 
would send tor her when he was ables Maria pleaded with him. She was content as 
eae eae didn't wish him to leave her but he had his mind made up and as a 
true daughter of Syria, she bowed to her lord's wishes and told him that she would . 
wait patiently. 

Re | San Francisco was his objective because his friends lived here. Upon 
arriving he immediately took steps to become a citizen. All Syrians coming to 
America, that is with very few exceptions: de the seme thing. The next step 

was to try and earn a living. Again he did the usual thing that syrians do 

ial oe , tri err ayia here. He became a peddler. He sold inane of various kinds and 


| te bie beg Imported objecte from the Holy Lemde In this work he naturally had to 


bout a great rates For eScihed years he slaved at his work and sine 


woman of Syria knows nothing more important te herself than her mate. Was he 
alive, was he making a living? How could she know;but her husband in America 
was putting aside the nickels and earebce so thet he could finally send for 
here This he did in 1926, five years after he had left Syria. He sent enough 
ri" money for her brother, too because he knew that Marie could never make the trip 
i) aloneée . 
. Ishak had a little home fixed up for them in Berkeleywhich was all ready 
for them upon their arrival. Poor little Maria was completely bewildered. She 
couldn't adjust herself te this new environment. Everything frightened her even 
to the plumbing. Her husband and brother were away from home for long stretches 
at a time and she was left entirely alone, frightened, homesick. She never left 
the score no neighbors called, they thought she was queer. 
Ishak — Ezekiel, her brother had become very much Americanizeds They 
spoke English ell akoaghl they wore ordinary American clothes. ‘They were cone 
_ stantly meeting people and getting acquainted. But they were ashamed of Maria 
. end wouldnot let anyone meet her. I met them at the Syrian clubrooms and cunern’ 
- started floating about that Ishak hed a wife who had recently arrived from Syriac 
I asked Ishak one dey to tell me the truth. Had his wife arrived from 
sa 
: Syria and where was she living and why had he not brought her around to the club 
and to other places to meet his friends. He answered me very reluctantly. “Yes, 
his wife had come to America but she was very homesick, she couldn't get used to 
American Diethen or customs and couldn’t seemg to learn Englishe" That seemed 
‘strange to me. She was young, he admitted that and good-looking tooe Well what 


o was the trouble’ He didn't know what the trouble was but that was the case. In 


Pah he was ashamed of her. ahd interest and Dao aaciene eer cauhea: I made up 


Ishak had admit.i 


Me me » finelly that: their home was somewhere on Shattuck Avenue. That was as 
nach as I could get out of him. So whenever I had a few hours to gare I would wane 
der up and down Shattuck Avenue looking somehow for Tee Nobody knew them but’ 
: | finely one dey, my persistence wa: revanted. T noticed e little rear dwelling that 
EY had not noticed before and I ash to investigate. Good, I had seen something of 
consequencee The side curtains on the windows were of a wellknown Arabic make. I 
knew the material. I rag the dell but I waited in vain. Néone answered. But I 
© bhncht a glimpse of a pretty black-haired woman through the window. That is ail 
i : hat happened that day. I was not admitted to the house and I didn't wish to keep 
ve ringing the bell. 
a | But I went again and again and finally I bought some “Halvah", Arabic sweets 
O iat placed them right in fromf_of the steps and she had been seeing me through the 
“windows and hed become used to me and at last she opened the door. Suddenly she 
burst out weeping and she couldnot control herself any longer. I asked her what 
the matter was ond she said that a dear relative had died which was obviously not 
ee true but she didnot want to tell the truth, namely that she was homesick and most 
lonesome and unhappy. 
“es I had to treat her like a little child. But I took her under my wing and 
ven began a long period of training on my part, of learning on her part. I was her 
one friend, her only confidante. She had gone. barefoot all her life and her husband 
had not urged her to do differently. He just said she wouldn't understand. He hime 
self was leading a somewhat double life. Old country in his home, new Seats oute. 


 gide. He took up American ways even to flirting with women on the outside. He had 


no trouble meeting women who were willing to flirt with him as he had a dark, exotic 


type of countenance which was very attractives But his even regarding his wife ree 
mained oriental. As long as she didnot know any better, keep her the way she was 
and not enlighten her and I became a matter of concern with him. He digas bane | me 


his home life, as he put it. Why teach Maria? Didn't she have a good 


be the @ menfolk were ‘on the need 80 teh iakcading to their Sedalia! I ae 


eae to — in fmeriean clothes. She suffered tortures trying to wear 


1s nos ( Good morning ane a few r simple ‘things like that. Then to my surprise I “iy 


t 


¥ 


‘ant husbend Tehak hed been saving money and he finally bought a grocery 


38 in San Fraeisco in partnership with Ezekiel, the brother. I had launched 


her husbend. ‘The business: is successful and Maria is an excellent business 


a hart 


Her iusbend | says she is the Dingo’ asset he has — he is no Aonger my ene= 


man iy: 
sept 


iy 
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PEASANT WOMEN OF SYRIA 
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fa 4 the “United States: ae Syrians and the Arabians are classed 


ik the game beats and even ‘the liohammedans and Christians associate 


with | one another and Teva of Turkey and Palestine are also at home 


s 


in the same colony. In the home Seon sry: there are naturally very 


strong antipathies to associating with one another wet these pre- 


aneee fade when they arrive in the United States on account of 


their common fatherland and similar interestse Of course within 


_the colony separate groups form again according to their various 
: : Re 


beliefs but they alli associate with one another, nevertheless. 
When they arrive in the United States they apparently become 
ee quickly inarieantzed; I say, apparently, because it is merely 
a defense attitude. Under the thin coating on Americanization they 
are still VOry. much Syrian at heart. They are afraid of ridicule | 
they donot want to be considered ‘Greenhorns' and so Kwaja Kian 
becomes: Sam Cane or Muhammed Maffendi becomes Pete Feeny and so 
foctn: However among themselves they are still Kwaja and Muhammed. 
They are very exclusive in their associations. They are friendly 
and peace-loving generally speaking but just as an orienta home 
in the old country shows its blank walls to the outsider while 
there is a wealth of beauty and luxury within(that is in the better 


homes) just so does the American Syrian keep his inner self locked 


against intrusion by those who he believes will not understand hi, 


- The @yrian transplanted to America is waging a losing battle 


as far as his children are concerned. He is trying to hold them 


back from obtaining too much freedom and they, es is the way with 


all modern youth, generally delight in modern ways and are staunch- 


ly American. One @Zuleika of my acquaintance, Susie to the rest of 


San Francisco, has come to me over and over again complaining of 


Bae he strictness. He doesn't want her to go to Bances or 


ae liga ay es che ee 


D sartices “A decent ide girl doesn't do those things" he says and 

aos site” suyecees ther. is so hopelessly old-fashioned. I want to be like 

the rest of my girl friends." The eternal cry of American youth of 
old-world extraction. Her family is wealthy, her father would lave 

lies Das bie pPowey 

ish, on r but he picked out a young Syrian man for her to marry. 
‘She eb jccted and ran away, married a young man whom she chose and 
has already become divorced. Her father, meaning well, is complete- 
ly bewildered. He. can't understand these modern children. What 

has come over shen? Is that really his flesh and blood.? Hasn't he 
always done his duty to them, taught them the Koran and kept the 
holidaysé Ah, well it is the will of Allah! Everything is the will 

of Allah. And so he finally capitulates for the Syrians are very 
strong in their family ties and he loves his little, wayward daughter. 
And so she comes home again and tries to please the father as much 
as sheteen at the same time going to parties and other innocent en-~ . 
tertainments without his knowledges “and i order not to hurt her 
father whom ake loves dearly she takes on ‘another personality, one 
for the home, the other for the outside. 

I cite this case because it is typical of many gyrian families 

of my acquaintance. Of course there are some fathers who take on 
the American point of view - more so than others, some who even 4ap- 
prove of it but the foregoing attitude is more general. I have not 

= mentioned the mothers in this factehioe because the fathers are pract- 
ically always lords and masters in their homes and their womenfolk 
are inaccord with their eee 

| "Ellati Zeujuha ma ‘aha b'tadir el Kamar b'asbiha” 


The woman who has her husband with her can turn the moon with 


a Rater her finger. . 


ie 


= ee =e is like a bird with one a - 
The women, of the Syrian’ are’ anos tentacious, loving mothers - and 


ooh 


“rire foros most part and appear a contented lot. If they have oe 
_ grievances they keep. then to themselves 1oF. they are subservient to - 
their menfolk for | are not. the men the masters of creation? Some 

of the ‘Syrian men are aoe loathe to take on the Western laxness of. 

. “conduct. While devoted ‘husbands and fathers at home some of the 
 srrtan wen of my aqquaintance donot hesitate to drink to excess 

or to philander on the outside. But their drinking and flirting 

is never done within: the colony. ‘It is simply in their associa- 

‘tion with their American ‘business or social friends. And one thing 
oe is most noticeable. with the American Syrian. He keoce his home life 4 
- and his outside life completely separated, — : 
ee The ‘Syrian man in San Francisco gets about more than the 

= woman who leads. a ‘somewhat cloistered life. And while he attends 

oo Civie and social functions what he likes best is to spend his eve~ 
nines in the coffee houses on Folsom and Third Streets. I will 

| desertbe them ‘fully in another article, Here in these coffee houses 
the Syrians: and people of like nationalities and interests, congre=_ 
gate, discuss the days' events, ne oeennee the thick, PRUE MY. coffee or. 


the lleorice-1ike "Raki" or Arak, munch ‘auatlouer and other seeds and 


ae ara Saad BI ee Gyan 
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Jewess 


Ladies from different 
sections of Syria and 
Arabia. 

Afifi Gibran wore sim- 
ilar costumes in her work. 
Take away their strange 
Oriental clothing and put 
ordinary American clothes 
on them and you can see 
sheir counterparts here 
in San Francisco. 
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Photographs by Maynard Owen Williams 
DAUGHTERS OF THE LEVANT: SYRIA 
Costumes like these were worn in the Arabiam Night's Show 


Types like those below can be seen in San Francisco's S,yrian Colony 


Va ae | 


| _SYRIANS 


E. Zachariah 
‘The Zachariah family is prominent in Syrian affairs in 


“san. Francisco and the bay see ar Oo and is nO NE also in Syrian cir- 


cae in other parts of California and in New ‘York as well. Elias i 


es Batoun compared favorably in prosperity with the well- 


Ma Pig 


domestic and some he manufactures and again he imports from all overs. 


the worla. He has the largest variety of religious medals in the 


united States and he specializes in prayer books in all laneudeaen 


sian as well and is especially well-known by those who are inter- 


ested in. articles of a oes ae nature. There is quiet, restful 3 


you: to buy, he doesnot take tne Shopowner attitude. You are his 


small town near Beirut and situated in the shadow of Mount Lebanon. 


20, 000 pounds and 25,000 pounds sterling yearly and that. was for 


/ Bachariah is. a dealer in religious articles of all kinds, some are 


* 


er 


— = He is looked up to in American business and social dir- " 


‘ F 


pips 


charm about his shop as there is about the man. He doesnot urge 


guest and you can take all: the time you wish to look at what his 


~ 


“shop offers. 


Mre gachard oh. was born in Batoun, evita: Batoun is a 


- 


_ known ‘seacoast towns of the world. When Mr. Zachariah was a child. 
-Batoun was thriving but now re, is eovert: stricken and broken dom : 


“In former sanre it had an income from the sponge industry between. 


Tap ieesse 


“Rs 


It ranked ae in SLI 


only a few weeks “Angustry out of the years 


“Now everything is decadent in that town. They ae 


cole tenants couldnot pay “the” 
‘syria for his sons. He fore- 


happen in oe So Eltes and his oe 


ow Orieane, sole a there again “at. a considerable wrath 


mee 


ng it in ew rene sometimes going from door to door 


tte Malehite faith, Most of the , Syrians are creck 


o8ordeny fosone their faith. Among 


“a 


a y took the + prapntaranae. Mostiy religious cards, 


tre te sin Louis, peddling their goods / along 


6 ty 8 sent t soney hone to help their folks. they lived 


‘rozen over. ‘They decided to. go to. ne Pacific Coast and 


ved in San Francisco one day after ‘the ‘ear thquake. Here ae 


Business ves flourishing, And then Elias. branched out 


faa the Catholic art Store on ‘Sutter street where he 


“His store is ‘known alt over the United States, 


et ¥ 


Syrians (Zachariah FE) | Hares 


ae birthplace. The last trip he made three years ago when he 
found conditions very wretched and when there he did what he could 
to relieve some of the misery. He was only fourteen years of age 
when he left Syria the first time and he had poosived only a very 
fragmentary education on account of his family's poverty. With r 
his mounting prosperity in the United States, he was able to educate 
himself. He married a Syrian woman in the old country, brought her 
to America and has one son who studied technical engineering. He is 
the proprietor of a radio business: He is the apple of his father’s 
eye and as Elias Zachariah himself puts it " My son is as close to 
me as the skin on my body." They are very proud of their Syrian 
background although good American citizens. "Remember," he says, 
"We are the eel einal Christians." 

Besides his son and his religion, his garden ranks high 
in his interests. He has a lovely home in Menlo Park and whatever 
Spare time he has he spends in cultivating his garden. He says < 
" My garden, like my life, I wish to have well-cultivated and free 


of weeds and a pleasure to others as well as to myself," 
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Village on Mount Lebanon 


THE HEART OF THE LEBANO 
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IN A SYRIAN SILK FACTORY 


\BEIROT HAS ITS EIGHT CHRISTIAN BODIES 
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MAKING MOUNTAIN BREAD AT DEIR EL-KAL‘A, NEAR BEIRUT 


The finished product, sometimes almost as thin as paper, is seen piled up to the right. 
Under a curved iron plate, with the convex side up, a small fire of dried twigs bakes or dry-fries 
the bread in less than a minute. 


y Syrian "Serve-yourself" grocery shop 


- Syrians as a rule are proud and love to rule, but so far they have 
not learned the art of organizing their hidden powers to-eTring Tureen. 
their-hidden—powers for success, majority strife for success 
individually, and individual success brings for¥th merely the amount 
it involves, Some are beginning to realize that it requires 
originization andeooperation to the extent) lezge—or—omett—depends 
of the desired accomplishment. It is belie¥ed that Syria will be 
& great or leading factor in stabalizing and organizing the Mohammedans 5 
in bringing about an independence and self controlled government 
covering the Mohdt@edan people. 
CLEA an individual, does not believe in any particular religion 
_ and thinks that we come and go as any other creature or animals 
Zz _ that we see on this earth, What there is beyond death no one knows 
and no one will ever know. This theory is based on facts of many { 
discussions in his native land. Some of the elder people in Syria 


seem to have more or less truth covering the origin of the bible. >| 


I 

BP J 

ee... Study tntce ancient history covering the origin of the bible’there ‘ 

i. a \ : 

 . seem to be sufficient proof that the historic scriptures were all | 
Bis. re-written many times, from symbols into symbols and the so called 


meaning or as we listen to the meaning or reading word after word in 


the scripture, we accept it as it appears, this is due to the short- 


Ag 
~ 
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coming of our powrrs to decipher what is called the truth. The bible 

“- being written and rewritten from symbols, finally it became a book 
with the present chapters, created the same as any other book. We 

e rind Raat many of our best books in libraries are creatives of 

matters published in other books, therefore he cannot accept any 


reading as a matter of absolute truth unless there is something to 


tenciate the facts, since the bible is written in symbols, This 
Rae e5, ee : 
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turmoil and wars on this earth, and the acccalied religion factions 
are largely to blame for much of our strife that we are subjected 
to y religion is created by a constant impression of what ever they _ 
may call it created sooner or later it becomes a fact in their 


minds that a certain chapter off paragraph jor possibly a word means 


thus. The picture is created so that the average individual with 


it necessary for them to accept as it appears, consequently the 
average individual groupes in the dark, and says/oh what is the 

Brag, use™ especially with those that tried to study into the various 
religion, all of which claims to have the truth, if it is true that 
the bible is the book of truth, there must be some records and 
articles, symbols or otherwise to substenciate some of the articles 
in the old testiment that could be produced to enlighten some of 


the thinking people on this earth, that is so far as their thinking 


EDT II 


power can reach. @ human being apparently jis the lowest intellectual 
prentare of all animals, an animal after it has weined, it goes 
out and provides for itself, how many people can do that at the 

time, sick or well makes no difference. Why do we have so 
much sickness, particularly cancer ana (7.3) which should not exist, 
these diseases do not exist in countries where the natives live on 


natural foods, instead of the highly demineralized and devitalized 


_ products that we are consuming of greater amounts every year and so 


goes up the rate of the horrible diseases. On account of the 


highly refined demineralized and devitalized product we starve our 


bodies for lack of the proper mineral elements, causing cells in 


- 


ee 


our body to die not to be noticed for some time, until a body of 
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their shortcoming is not able to improve or disect the meaning. Making 


me 6 es ne God 
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